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THE “PEABODY-MARTINI” RIFLE 


IN THE RUSSO-TU?KISH WAR. 


[From the Journal of the Royal United Service Institution.] 











“When the Turkish authorities provided their infantry with a weapon which has a range of over 3,000 paces, and which can be reloaded and fired fifteen times a minute, 
they recognized that it would be to make too great a demand upon human nature, or at all events upon Turkish nature, to ask that men armed with so perfect a w 
should always wait patiently until the object at which they were to fire should become distinctly visible, or until an assailant, advancing to drive them out of a position, 
should have arrived at comparatively close quarters, before they themselves opened fire. Accepting, therefore, the impossibility of ape | their men to always care- 
fully husband their cartridges, not to fire until the enemy had arrived within what used to be called ‘ effective musketry range,’ they decided that it would be better to 
let their men endeavor to utilize, to the most extreme limits, all the power of the rapid-firing weapons with which they were provided ; to open fire immediately the 
enemy came within the very longest range of their rifles, and to fire as rapidly as possible ; while, at the same time, since it was inevitable that such a line of action would 
involve the consumption of an enormous number of cartridges, every effort was made not only to amass an immense supply of ammunition, but also to insure that the men 
engaged should never run short of cartridges. Accordingly, immediately the enemy came within the very longest range of their rifles the Turks, as a rule, opened fire, and °° 
endeavored to keep up a continuous and incessant rain of bullets over all the ground occupied by the enemy ; or upon which his troops, if concealed from view, were 
presumably drawn up ; or over which they would have to advance to the attack, entirely regardless of the expenditure of ammunition involved thereby. And there can 
be no doubt—we have testimony upon the point from a host of witnesses, we have the testimony of the Russians themselves—that immense loss was frequently inflicted 
upon the Russian assaulting columns by these means; that, on more than one occasion, the advance of the Russian lines was not only retarded but absolutely stayed ; that 
the attack faded away ; that the onslaught was, for the time at all events, definitely arrested by this unaimed high-angle fire. before the Russians, armed with a weapon of 
inferior power, could arrive near enough to the defenders to reply to the fire which was devastating their ranks. General Todleben, in a letter to General Brialmont, states 
that the number of Turkish bullets which fell among the Russian ranks when they were still 2,000 yards away from the defenders’ position was such that divisions which 
at the outset numbered from 10,000 to 12,000 men were speedily reduced to a strength of from 4,000 to 5,000; that, in other words, they lost half their effectives. Capt. 
Kouropatkine, speaking of the attack upon Loftcha, states that at 2,000 yards from the Turkish position Russian soldiers were struck down by the defenders’ bullets, and 
that at 1,500 yards men were falling rapidly on all sides ; and General Zeddeler, who was present with the Russian Guard when it received its ‘ baptism of fire’ at Gorm 
Dubniak, states that at 3,000 paces from the defenders’ position the Russians began to suffer loss, that at 2,009 paces men were falling rapidly, and as the attack progressed 
the reserves suffered nearly as much as the firing line. If it were necessary, I could quote in detail a number of instances which confirm the truth of these statements; but 
ane one that _ Russians suffered severe loss from the long-range firing of the enemy is so generally admitted, is so universally conceded, that it is needless, I think, to 
multiply proofs.” 


Previous to the Russo-Turkish war, the Turkish Government adopted the ‘‘ PEABODY-MARTINI” Rifle as its regulation arm ; 600,000 of these guns were purchased 
and with them the war was fought out. 


A large stock of ‘‘PEABODY-MARTINI” Rifles are kept constantly on hand by the manufacturers, whose facilities for manufacturing are such that 800 finished 
rifles can be completed each day. 


THE ‘“PEABODY-MARTINI” IS MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE 


PROVIDENCE TOOL COMPANY, 


PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND, U.S. A. 
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THE ACCOMPANYING ILLUSTRATION REPRESENTS A MUSKET CALIBRE GATLING 
GUN MOUNTED ON A TRIPOD. THIS GUN FIRES OVER ONE THOUSAND SHOTS 


PER MINUTE, WITH GREAT ACCURACY, AND IS THE MOST RAPID FIRING 





GUN IN THE WORLD. IT IS SIMPLE IN CONSTRUCTION AND NOT LIABLE TO 


GET OUT OF ORDER. 


THE GATLING IS ALSO MOUNTED ON GUN CARRIAGES, AND CAN EASILY 
BE TRANSFERRED TO THE RAIL OF A SHIP OR BOW OF A SMALL BOAT... 


ALL CALIBRES FROM 0.42 INCH TO 1.45 INCH ARE MADE 


FOR PRICE AND FULL PARTICULARS, ADDRESS 


GATLING GUN COMPANY, 
HARTFORD, CONN, U.S. A. 





————— 
TARGET AIBN RIFLES. 
We manufacture darts for all air gans and pistols in market. 
In ordering darts and eluge, state the fee or p stol wented for, 
5 Syeqypaiunenansinuammuy ga Darts, Slugs, and Paper pangete eae os OE receipt cf price, j, 
} ] ; J improved Air Rifle, browned frame with nickel plated barrel... ;. iis ‘ 


Full nickel! plated... 0c ccoccssssvdccccdcoce - cescvcce 








f Our Guns are extremely simple in construction. 
They shoot with force, and accuracy. 








If sent by mail, 75 cte. additional, 





They are wel] mde and handsomely finishean. New Mocei Air Rifie, Full nickel plate..... ecccccecs cosccertepnsnnacccce 12,03. 
Aivaret clans mn tere wien. ney are The best for th money : Prices icteee Sc oan Leatly boxed, with six patent darte, six paper 
ere or the 
mailed in = . They can be o ne rapidly. to abbater targets, one hundred — and claw, ms tele ty the trate generally. 
wi u ve no delicate parts out of order. K ATENTEE & c\ ; 
ynllerles have them "We pea them €.0.D.» oon reoaipt of price. 4M. GRATEARE USN ae ee cone 
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REED & BARTON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF, 


SILVER-PLATED TABLE WARE 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
PARTICULAR ATTENTION GIVEN TO THE MANUFACTURE OF TABLE 
WARE SUITABLE FOR OFFICERS’ MESS. 

FACTORIES ESTABLISHED AT TAUNTON, MASS., 1824 
Salesrooms-—685 BROADWAY N. Y. 

For Sale by Dealers Everywhere. 


Cc. W. GAIL & AX, 


Tobacco Manufacturers, 


BALTIMORE, Mada., 
Recommend the following kinds of SMOKING TOBACCO : 











“ CAPRICE,”... Virginia, granulated in bags, for Pipe. 
* NEEDLE GUN * nccsccncees eeeeeeree ai Long Cut in tinfoil ' For Pipe 
* CENTENNIAL,”.....++0000¢ eeccenece “ “ “ “ end 
WF ceccccesccsooooes ° “ “ “ Cigarette. 
“ LITTLE JOKER,”....... : ¥ Dra 
Do. GO. —senveesescoere eevee granulated bags, or Pipe. 








LIFE INSURANCE. | ist Prize Medal Vienna, 1873. 


Rew Enciano Mutua CARL WEIS, 


® a r of 
Life Insurance Company, aay Bi 
oF BOSTON. Meerschaum Pipes, 
Statement for the Year Ending Deo. 81,9 | Wholesale gd Rotel. ious Spats of lowest 
Assets, - - - - - $15,181,240.65| srons_sop mreaaway, New York 


Liabilities, - - - 13,252,078.59 | Factonr=.—s9 Walker &t.; and Vienna, Austria 
Total Surplus, - $1,879,162.06;SMOKE THE |/7TIF BILDER 
CICAR. 


the lives of Officers o! 


the and Navy without extra premium. | *: One Hundred for $2.00. HUMPTY 
olen en; in warfare, whict DUMPTY, a.Ses Seber boonae frecs 

















am if not al — 
extra risk will invalidate the , but wi} up. id to any address 
be a Hien upon it, and also gives liberty of resid- the U. 8. on receipt of price. 
ence and travel, on service, in 


all countries, at al) | MI. J. Dougherty, Sole Manufacturer, 

seasons of the year, without extra charge. Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa 
The Directors Annual Report, containing 

detailed statemert, can be obtained at the 
Omfice of the Company, 


Post Office Square. 





improved Patent Binder, 
FOR PRESERVING THE 
ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 
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ATTENTION; SPORTSMEN! 






FOX's PATENT BREECH LOADING SHOT CUN bas been before the 
public long enough to estabiish an enviable reputation both for elegant ana thorough workmanship 
and wonderful shooting powers. Dealers generally having failed to give it merited attention on 
account of its being new and an American un, and less profitable than foreign makes, the 
manufacturers are determined to have them more thoroughly introduced, regardless of vost, by 
offering for a limited period to the SPOKTSMEN DIRECT, at prices which will warrant their pur- 
chase, after which the original prices will be restored. 
They are so simple in construction, and being eo little liable to get out of order, make them very 
; desirable for Officers in the field or at sea. Such inducements bave never before been offered for 
gave of equal merit, and orders must be given at once, as the number at these prices is limited. 
VERY GUN IS WARRANTED, and will be sent C.u.D., with the privilege of examination and 
testing. Plase mention this paper in writing. Below will be found prices we have dopted, and 
also the former prices. Catalogues describing the gun more fu ly sent on application to 


THE AMERICAN ARMS CO., 103 Milk Street, Boston. 
Catalogue Lis’. Former Price. Now. 
Nos. 1 & 2. Twist Barrels. pistol grip and rebounding locks, 12 or 10 gauge...$58.00 & $6300 $40.00 
Nos. 3 & 4. Laminated Steel Barrels, pistol grip and rebounding locks, 

BP GE TOMIOMR... cba: cd ec dahiease dbetanedthbndeess- ded 000s0000 68.00 & 7300 45.00 
Nos. 5 & 6. Damascns Barrels, pistol grip and rebounding locks, 12 or 10 pauge 72.00 & 83.00 50.00 
No 7. Superior Damascus Steel Barrels, rebounding locks, pistol grip, 

bordered lock-plates, 10 or 18 penge Lianne telidhenase pret 100.00 60.00 
No. 8 Fine Damascus or Bernard Steel Barrels. rebounding locks, French 
walnut stock, pistol grip, engraved, 10 or 12-gauge....... ...... 125.00 75.00 
No. 9. Extra Fine Damascus or ard Steel Barrels, rebounding locks, 
elegant French walnut s’ock, pistol grip, fine checking and 
engraving, fine locks, 10 or 12-gahnge...........2. .sceceecses sees 150.00 90.00 
No. 10. Finest Damascus Steel is, elegant engraving, pistol grip, 
elegaut rebounding locks, skeleton burt plate, finest workman- 















ship and finish throughout, 10 or 12-gauge...............- bina a 200.00 11000 
STERBROOK’S Pens. 
Keo Loy PENS. 
7 LEADING 2 
$ a ve ESTER doKa 
aORKg joux Str, 
Camden, N. J. New York. ° 





THE ESTERBROOK STEEL PEN CO. 


CARL STEHR, 


MANUFACTURER OF GENTINE 














Send for Circular and Price List  §tore—347 Broome st., N. Y. 








BENJ. F. STEVENS, President, 240 Broadway. New York. 
JOS. M. GIBBENS. Secretary. 
1860 THIRTY-FIRST YEAR 1880 R 


MANHATTAN LIFE 


cece SSIMILITIRY, — SPORTING, 


Amonnt of Insurance in Force..... 33,333,000 00 
ARMY OFFICERS INSURED ON THE MOST 
FAVORABLE TERMS. 


Addreas HENRY STOKES, President. 








AMERICAN STAR + 
SOFT CAPSULES. 





EMINCGTON’S 
MND «HUNTING = REPEATING RIFLES. 


KEENE’S PATENT. 









e+ peat, quickest, enrest, hest Simplest, Most Efficient, Indestructible. Adopted by the 
Sasmactneanmiaetaaeeat U. 8. Government in the Navy and Frontier Service. 10 Shots 
eel acisben Gonienton 45 Cal. 70 Grain Standard Government Cartridges. Prices : 
in Metallic boxes, Star stamped Carbine, $22: Frontier Rifles, $22; Sporting and Hunting 
S.C. MA. C. on-cover, with bine wrapper with Rifles, $27. Discount to the Trade Only. Send for Catalogue 
approved treatment sent free. and ce-Lists. 
VICTOR & MAUGER & PETRIE. 
304 to 110 Keade st.. NY. (P. O. Box 3,994.) E. REMINCTON & SONS, 283 Broadway, N. Y. 














The Colt Arms Co. have been some years 
engaged in preparations to make Double Guns, 

is that they are now furrishing the most desirable Breech- 
Loading Guns that have yet been offered. "They are more accuratelv 

8 or can be made by the best nch, Belgian or kngli-b 
makers. Kach part ‘on one side is an exact counterpart of the same part on the 
other. not true of the best guns imported. This is best explained by 
saying, that with the Colt Arms Co., the machinery makes the gun. With the best 
f —, the most that can be enid is, that by machinery, we do a few 
“odd jobs.” With them machinery assists the gun maker; with the Colt Co. the 
workmen tends the machine. The barrels are by a process never before used— 
soldered with Hard Solder, This makes it absolutely impossible for 
the barrels to jar apart by frequent and continuous shooting. All gun-makers 
and sportsmen of much experience know how liable this is to ee to the 
a ef The best English makers have not the art of soldering with 
hard 6 








use only soFr SOLDER, or ‘“‘tinman’s solder” (composed of 
ead and tin) 


The parts the Colt Gun are interchanveshle, If a maineprin: 


“SMOKL_ALICKWELL'S DURHAM TOBACCO, BECAUSE IT 1S THE PUREST AND BIST.” 


B. KITTREDGE & CO., Cincinnati, 0., 
Dealers in Guns, Pistols and the Addenda, 


ASK ATTENTION TO A 


SHOT CUN. 


is broken, or a ecrew lost, you have only to send to the factory, or a dealer in 
the arm; the part sent you by mail is sure to fit, and the expense is inconsidér 
able. In ne other country has such precision ever been even ventured upon. 
These guns are all thoroughly tested at the factory, and they are as good Shoot- 
ing Guns as it is possible to make. They are much less in price than the im 
rted guns, Come and see them, or order on approval. This means we will 
‘orw the gun CU. O. D., permitting two*days for trial, by depositing the 
amount of our bill and their charges with the Express Co. before the two days 
expire, if you return the gun in good order they will refund to you, less the 
freight both ways. We have also Remington and Parker’s Double Breech- 
ers, Remington’s Single Breech-Loaders, Remington’s Saloon and Hunting 
Breech-Loading Rifies. A full variety of Belgian and English Breech and Muzzle- 
Loaders, and from the lowe-t prices to the best that can be had. An extended 
assortment of Implements, Gunpowder, Tatham’s Soft and Chilled Shot, shells 
(brass an’ paper), Glass Balls, Bogardus Traps, etc. WE ARE THE ONLY AGENTS 
wane of ao Yorx For SHarps Rrvizs. fm prices and further details corresa- 
pond with ne 
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DEMORALIZING THE ARMY. 


WHAT CONGRESSMEN THINK ABOUT IT. 


A very interesting debate arose in the House of 
Representatives on Friday of last week, upon the bill to 
ive the President authority at his discretion to place 
Mark Walker, late ist lieutenant 19th Infantry, upon 
the retired list with the grade and rank he held May 13, 
1878. Mr. Dibrell charged that the long report in favor 
of the bill was written by a Washington claim agent. 
Though this was denied it brought out the fact that it 
is customary for these claim agents to bring in these long 
reports, for, said Mr. Dibrell, ‘‘I have had them sub- 
mitted to me; but I have never adopted one of them, 
and never expect to do so.” 

Mr. Browne, of Indiana, and Mr. Wright, of Penn- 
sylvania, improved the occasion to indulge in sar- 
casm as to the prevalence of drinking habits among our 
officers. Mr. Browne said: 

The report of the Committee on Military Affairs shows 
his physical condition at that time; it was one of great 
suffering. I do not say that we should mitigate the 
offence of using intoxicating liquors; but I do say that 
if every officer of the Army of the United States should 
be dismissed by Court martial for an offence of this 
character we would not have enoughcommissions in the 
Army perhaps to take charge of a platoon. 

Mr. McMuillin.—Do I understand the gentleman to 
charge that all the officers of the Army get drunk? 

Mr. Browne.—No sir; I do not charge anything of 
the kind. 1 say that if men who may be found simply 
in the condition which the facts show Mark Walker to 
have been in on this occasion shall be dismissed the 
Service, it would diminish very materially the number 
of officers in the Army. The specification to which 
Lieut. Walker plead guilty charged him with being 
found drunk on duty in command of his company at 
undress parade at retreat at Fort Lyon, Colo., Dec. 24, 
1877. In reference to this Mr. O’Neill of Pennsylvania 
said: ‘‘I give Lieut. Walker all credit for pleading 
guilty. The court had been convened and had 
adjourned; it had not done any business for thirty-four 
or thirty-five days, but had been adjourned from day to 
day through the kindness of members of the court, to 
suit the convenience of Lieut. Walker. Finding that 
his health was failing, that he was not getting better, 
Lieut. Walker, a sick man, scarcely able to walk to the 
room where the court was convened, came before it and 
pleaded guilty like a man. He did not even set up the 
excuse that the trouble was ‘malaria.’ [Laughter.] 
He had not the opportunity to state to the court that 
the judge-advocate of the court and the principal 
witness ready to come before it were his juniors as 
lieutenants.” 

Mr. Browne, continuing his homily on the subject of 
Army officers, said: ‘‘ I regret that officers ot the Army 
and men out of the Army are in the habit of using 
intoxicating liquors. I would, if it were possible, that 
every officer of the Republic was qualified by reason of 
his daily walk and conversation to be the superinten- 
dent of a Sabbath school or the president of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. But that is not se, and 1 
do not think that it is indispensable to efficiency in 
military life that it should beso. We select men for 
this business of throat-cutting and brain-bespattering, 
this general business of death-dealing, because of their 
courage, because of their ability to command, because 
they are fitted for that particular service. They are 
selected, I say, for these reasons. But I apprehend it 
ought not to be regarded as an insuperable objection to 
aman going out of active service and upon the retired 
list of the Army, that in a single instance and upon one 
occasion he has been intoxicated.” 

“Tf,” said Mr. Wright, ‘‘ we go upon the principle of 
discharging a man from the military service because on 
a solitary occasion he has happened to be intoxicated, 
the effect might be that we would have no Army at all.” 
Which witticism was received, as the report shows, 
with laughter by the members. ‘‘ Now, so far as the 
finding of this Court-martial is concerned,” continued 
the witty Wright, ‘‘I maintain that this Congress is a 
bigger court than any Court-martial that was ever 
appointed in the Army for the purpose of investigating 
@ charge against an individual. It may be true that in 
general the principle stare decisis should apply to the 
judgment of Courts-martial; but in extreme cases, 
where there ought to be a remedy, and where the 
ordinary course of law does not furnish a remedy, then 
I think there is occasion for Congress to interfere and 
exercise its power.” 


Other members took a more sensibleview. ‘‘If,” said 
Mr. Mills, of Texas, ‘‘we should establish the rule that 
Congress has the right to hear these appeals; that when 
& man has been tried according to the old English idea, 
confronted with the witnesses against him, provided 
with compulsory process to compel the attendance of his 
Own witnesses, tried by his peers, his brother officers; 
when the whole case has been heard and judgment 
passed upon him ; when he has appealed to the highest 
court to which he can go, to the President of the United 
States, the commander-in chief of the Army, anc the 
President has affirmed the j2d ment of the court be- 
low—if you establish the rule that you will nullify the 
whole judicial processes of the Army by which disci- 
pline can be enforced and efficiency among its officers 


morale of the “Army by making Congress one grand 
court of appeal to which every officer can come and 
call upon his friends in Congress to go behind and over- 
ride and trample down the decisions of courts ordained 
by the Constitution for the purpose of preserving the 
discipline of the Army, and making it efficient for the 
purpose for which it was established.” 


which captains and lieutenants of twenty years’ stand- 
ing covet with longing hearts. 

ou have recently seen orders retiring certain officers 
of the Army. Were those retirements made from the 
oldest and most enfeebled officers, as the very law and 
principle of retirement contemplates? Were they made 
with due regard for all the rights of gallant men whose 











But the speech which will most interest our readers 
was that of Mr. Maginnis, the territorial delegate from 
Montana, who said: This officer was mest unhappy, at 
least in the time of his Court-martial. Others have been 
similarly tried, many others similarly sentenced, but few 
others have failed to escape the execution of such severe 
sentence. His case came before our gracious President 
in one of those fits of reform which have passed like a 


records are the glory of their country? Or were they 
made with a view to finding places for the rewards of 
favorites? It would seem, as a high officer of the Army 
said to me, as if the President would promise places to 
his friends, and then look over the fe Register to 
see who he could retire in order to make the desired 
vacancy—as purely personal in making « place as he 
was in filling it. 


spasm over the term of this administration—rarel 
ing long, but severe while they lasted. When the Presi- 
dent came to this capital with all the odor of Ohio sanc- 
tity about him, and all the virtuous ardor of the Sunday 
school and temperance suciety around him, there was a 
change presaged in the atmosphere of official life. The 
people believed that the new occupant of the White 
House would atone for the somewhat questionable 
method by which he reached the presidential chair, by 
such wise and patriotic reforms as would purify the 
political life of the people and improve both the civil 
and military service. 

But there was one branch of the public service where 
no reforms were needed; where all that was desired 
was to maintain its ancient discipline and custom, in 
appointment, promotion, and discharge. The Army 
was beyond the reach of machine politics. But we 
were led to believe that even the morale of the Army 
was to be improved by these same beneficent influences. 
Temperance order No. 1 wasalso issued from the White 
House. The Army was warned that thereafter any offi- 
cer who should be found guilty of being drunk on duty, 
or druuk under any circumstances, should be perempt- 
orily dismissed. It was the misfortune of the officer 
whose case is being considered that the proceedings of 
the court which tried him reached the President im- 
mediately after this order was issued, and while he was 
filled with this virtuous and indignant ire against drunk- 
enness. Hence this officer, with so much to excuse, 
was peremptorily dismissed. But, Mr. Chairman, as in 
the case of the civil-service spasm, this zeal for military 
reform soon passed away. The severe precedent has 
been rarely followed. This was about the only victim. 
One of the New York papers published the other day 
two or three columns of Court.martial cases, where the 
sentence was mitigated or set aside. The officers have 
been similarly tried under similar charges, by similar 
Courts-martial, and with much more aggravating cir-’ 
cumstances; but as the proceedings did not reach Mr. 
Hayes while he was in the fever of reform the offenders 
saved their commissions, as in many instances was right. 
But surely all these mitigations and interferences and 
pardons were infinitely more powerful in breaking down 
the ee of the Army than the passage of this bill 
wo e. 


But, Mr. Chairman, the discipline and morale of the 
the Army have received worse blows than this. The 
rules of appointment und promotion have been settled 
for a long time inthe military service of the United 
States. Advancement has been based on merit and 
length of service. Officers have not been compelled to 
turn themselves into place-hunters and to seek promo- 
tion by personal intrigue and political influence. The 
old soldierly way of relying upon the recommendations 
of their superiors, on their service, and on their merit 
was weil adapted to secure zeal, intelligence, and devo- 
tion to duty. Surely if the evils of the civil service 
could not be reformed, the better methods of our mili- 
tary service might be maintained. But under the rules 
that have been adopted tc fill vacancies in the Army all 
its old customs have been disregarded, the service filled 
with heart-burnings and complaints of favoritism, and 
our modest soldiers turned into a horde of applicants, 
seeking by personal and political means and unsoldier- 
like methods the advancement which is not assured to 
them in any other way. 

Just look, Mr. Chairman, at the recent staff appoint- 
ments. Overloaded and cumbersome as the staff is, 
with many officers retained more as a reward for past 
than a need for future services, one would think that all 
vacancies should be filled from two classes of men. 
Deserving officers on the frontier serving against the 
Indians, making such mid-winter marches as were re- 
cently made against the Sioux, through deep snows and 
cold 40 deg. below zero, or equally hard marches under 
the burning suns of summer, might well look forward 
to promotion to those pleasant and profitable staff ap- 
pointments as a reward for their services in behalf of 
the flag. It had grown to be the policy of the Govern- 
ment to make such appointments; and when the Ad- 
ministration did go outside of the Army it was to reward 
some gallant and meritorious volunteer soldier who had 
served through the war without even the reward of a 
regular commission when it closed. Of such are hun- 
dreds of young men who learned the profession of 
arms Only to lay it down; who have high business 
capacities and who are in every way wo-thy and deserv- 
ing of these staff appointments when their tastes lead 
them to seek for them. 

But recently, Mr. Chairman, we have seen civilians, 
the sons of politicians, the sons of personal friends, 
without any claim upon the Government, having never 
done anything is the service or for the Government, 
advanced over the heads of these meritorious officers, 
advanced over the heads of men who had made splendid 





maintained, you will destroy the whole efficiency und 








records in the war, and appointed to these life positions 


last- 


The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 





A PLEA FOR A STRONG NAVY. 


In the Penn Monthly for January, Samuel W. McCall 
makes a ‘‘ Plea for a Strong Navy,” saying: “ — 
some foreign power should attempt an invasion with a 
well-trained army of two hun thousand men under 
the convoy of a powerful fleet. If we had an effective 
navy, such an expedition could never cross the ocean, 
But with our present fleet, our only defence would be 
the liability to a disastrous storm, and if no such acci- 
dent should intervene, the expedition could without 
doubt choose its own landing place. And what would 
probably be the result ? It is by no means sufficient to 
tell us that we are brave. Experience demonstrates 
that a regular army, mancuvring upon open eer] 
such as the richest portions of our coast afford, shoul 
be encountered with discipline as well as valor. Noth- 
ing could be hoped for from our weak and scattered 
Army, but we should be compelled to rely upon volun- 
teers. And volunteers, however brave, could not at 
first do otherwise than to permit such an army to 
slaughter them. In a short time we would be disci- 
plined, and, by incredible exertions, our unwieldy 
masses would be formed into armies. But in that shor 
time our rich and unprotected cities, the wealthy tract 
of country along our eastern seaboard, would be overrun 
and pillaged, and, having destroyed or stolen the fruits 
of our unexampled growth, the invaders could retreat 
to their ships, as the English did from Portugal, and 
return unharmed.” No Spanish commander, says Mr. 
McCall, ‘‘ would dare lengthen the marine league into 
ten niles for the sake of offering such an indignity to 
the British flag as has recently been shown to our mer 
chantmen, sailing almost in our own seas. Nations may 
presume on our naval weakness.” He adds: ‘‘An 
appropriation of ten millions of dollars annually for 
three successive years for the purpose of building shits 
would increase our Navy to the proper strength. With 
that sum we could secure six fine modern iron-clads, a 
many rams of the greatest power, a suitable number of 
gun and torpedo boats, and a splendid fleet of fifteen 
unarmored cruisers of the greatest speed, carrying 
heavy rifled guns of the —— range. The guns car 
ried by these cruisers would be sufficient to crush any 
armor they would be likely to encounter; and if they 
should meet a too formidable oe their speed 
would enable them to escape. They id make theme. 
selves terribly destructive to an enemy’s commerce 
which is, of course, the chief object that we could effect 
in a naval war. While such a navy, united with our 
present fleet re-modelled and with improved armamentr, 
would not be numerically as strong as two or three 
European navies, it would be ample for any emergency 
likely to arise; and, if suitable guns were mounted in 
our forts, it would render us safe against invasion.” 





NORTHWESTERN MILITARY TELEGRAPH. 


The Bismarck Sun of Jan. 26th, says: 

The construction of the Northwestern Division of the 
U. 8. Military Telegraph Lines was commenced by 
Lieut. A. W. Greely, 5th U. 8. Cavalry, Acting Signal 
Officer, in the summer of 1878, from Bismarck, ex- 
tended through Forts Stevenson and Buford, in Dakota, 
and through Fort Keogh to Fort Custer, in Montana. 
From Keogh a line was constructed to Deadwood, 
D. T.; total length of line being 646 miles. Lieut. 
Greely was relieved March 12, '78, by Lieut. G. 8. 
Grimes, 2d Artillery, A. 8. O., who took up the work 
at this point, extending the line from Fort Custer to 
Forts Ellis and Bozeman, and from Deadwood to Fort 
ge a construction of 208 miles, completed January 
80, 1879. 

The edditions made tothe Northwestera system of 
telegraph in the season of 1879 was 798 miles of line, 
connecting Bozeman with Fort Assinniboine, the north- 
ern terminus, through Radersburg, Helena, Forts Shaw 
and Benton. From Helena a branch line was extended 
ge and New Chicago to Fort Mis- 
soula. The connection made in Dakota were no less 
important; the telegraph terminus at Fort Meade was 
extended east to Rapid City, Forts Bennett and Sully. 
thence north through Forts Yates and A. Lincoln ‘to 
Bismarck, making a complete metallic circuit of near! 
900 miles. A message being sent at Bismarck on 
circuit, after trav 900 miles of may be received 


in the same office without any ble difference in 
time. During the past summer of 1880 the line was 
extended from Fort west across the Coeur 


ed 
d’Alene Mountains to connect with the system of U.'8. 


Military Tel lines in Idaho and Wi ’ 
Territories, built about the same time under 
of Lieut. W. E. Birkhimer, . 
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’s 'Coeur d@Alene Mountains, marks the 
5 nus of the Northwestern Division and the 
terminus of the Washington and Idaho Divi- 


The total mileageof lines in the two divisions is 2,013, 
of which 1,752 miles belong to the Northwestern Divis- 


ion, under tendency of Lieut. G. S. Grimes, A. 
8. O., and 261 miles bel to the Washington and 
* Idaho division, under superintendency of Lieut. C. A. 


Booth, 1st U. 8. Infantry, A.S.O. In the construc- 
tion of these lines cedar poles were used from Fort 
Assinniboine to Helena, for about two-thirds of the 
distance from Helena to Fort Missoula, and all the way 
Bismarck via Forts Lincoln, Yates, Sully, and 
Bennett, to Fort Meade. Poles obtained in Minnesota 
and carried by boat to Benton, M. T., were distributed 
by wagons from there along the route of line to Fort 
‘Assinniboine avd to Helena and Fort Missoula and 
similarly at different points along the river to bui!d the 
connecting Bismarck with the lower river posts. 
The lines were built by details of troops under com- 
missioned officers drawn from the ous posts con- 
tiguous to the route of the line, and the construction 
‘was consequently of com ively little expense. 

The system of U. 8. Military Telegraph lines in the 
Northwest has five points of connection with the great 
lines of the country, viz.: Bismarck, Fort Sully and 
Deadwood in Dakota; Helena, M. T., and Dayton, 
Washington Spann Although cabling the Missouri 
was somewhat novel and regarded with disfavor and 
even impracticable owirg to the unstable character of 
the channel and the scouring due to the rapid current, 
a cable of 1,500 feet long was put down under supervis- 
ion of Lieut. Grimes in May, 1879, at Fort Buford, and 
communication has remained uninterrupted ever since. 
This satisfaciory result led to the consideration of the 
feasibility of cabiing the lower Missouri at Forts Yates 
and Sully, the river at these points being thought too 
wide to attempt an air crossing. On the opening of rav- 

in the spring of 1880 cables were laid at these 
points by Lieut. Grimes, but did not endure for more 
thana month. The current of the river at these places 
is so swift that it would nearly float the cable and the 
of the driftwood collecting upon them floally 
‘broke the cables at Forts Bennett and Sully. The cable 
at the latter point was 3,000 feet, at Fort Yates 2,500 
feet in length. An overhead crossing was erected at 
Fort Yates in November and December, 1880, which 
to afford permanent connection. The masts 
were obtained in Minnesota and are of sufficient height 
to raise a span of wire 2,500 feet long beyond eny dan- 
get of interference from passing steamers. There are 
at present established upon the lines in this division 43 
offices, as follows: 


: 


: 


Bismarck, D. T., Coal Banks, M. T., 
Fort Stevenson, Fort Assinniboine, 
Grinnell's, Deer Lodge, 
Fort Buford New Chicago, 
Glendive, M. T., Fort Missoula, 
Ferry Point, Moore Creek, 
Miles City, Superior City, 
Fort K Missoula Ferry, 
Rose B Crow’s Nest, 
Froze-to-Death, Fort Lincoln, D.T., 
Terry's Landing, Fort Yates, 
Custer, beau, 
Coulson, Fort Sully, 
Stillwater, Fort Bennett, 
Shield’s Point, Plum Creek, 
Fort Ellis, Smithville, 
Bozeman, Rapid City, 
Riversburg, Fort Meade, 
Helena, Deadwood, 
Rock Creek, Little Missouri, 
Fort Shaw, Powder River, 
Fort Benton. 


A working force of sixty-two men is employed to 
work these stations, each operator having meteorologi- 
cal observations to take daily, for which branches he is 
eves at the school of instriction at Fort Whipple, 

a, to being ordered into active service in the 

Corps. The military telegraph lines were prin- 
cipally construc*ed for public or government purposes 
for which they receive no tolls, but they also doa com- 
mercial business, the receipts from the latter making 
them ina great measure self sustaining. 

In charge of the Northwestern division is Lieut. Geo. 
8. Grimes,.of the 2d U. 8. Artillery, on detached ser- 
as acting signal officer. Prior to Lieut. Grimes 
ng ordered in charge of this division he held a simi- 
position with reference to the Texas division and 
had large experience. Under his supervision in 
field by far the largest — of the Northwestern 
vision has been built. His knowledge of construction 
extends through all of the many details of the service, 
aad as an executive cfficer of so extensive a work he has 
no superior in the Service. Unassuming and accommo- 


FEES 


$e 


strict iu the pursuance of his duties, he enjoys| w. 


the esteem and respect of the entire body of men under 
his command. Aside from the Northwestern division 


, lines, are the divisions that cover similar terri- 
tory in Washington and Idaho, Arizona, New Mexico, 
California and Texas, and aggregate in extent 6,000 
miles of line, over 5,000 of which cover the frontier and 
connect all important military posts and towns in those 
Seanad Pu, ote a is eases conteel « the Chief 
at ington and operated by signal 
service men, supplemented by details of repairmen from 
the various posts. To the late Gen. Albert J. 
ives wart votound the enedit of this most py aay 
feature country’sdevelopment, aided by a corps o 
and experienced officers enpecially selected 
ie of the Arni their liar 
is branch of the Service. The entire area 
Jine was constructed within the past five years. Gen. 
' died during the past summer, having erected a 
to his memory and usefulness that will live 
a yet unwritten. 






ARMY AND 


NAVY JOURNAL. 
THE ARMY, 


Rurugrrorp B. Hargs, President and Com’ der-in-Chief. 
Alerander Ramsey, Secretary of War. 


W.T Sherman, General of the Army of the United States, 
Washington, D. C. Brig.-Gen. R. C. Drum, Adjt.-General. 
Henry T. Crosby, Chief Clerk, War Department. 


R. C. Dram, Adjutant-General. 
D. B. Sacket, Inepector-General. 
-—-, Judge- Advocate-General. 
Mestgemery C. Meigs, Quartermaster-General. 

R. Macfeely, Commissary Gen. of Subsistence. 
Jos. K. Barnes, Surgeon-General. 
Nathan W. Brown, be peg en 
Horatio G. Wright, ef of Engineers. 
Stephen V. Benét, Chief of Ordnance. 
W. B. Hazen, Chief Signal Officer. 


e MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 


Lieut.-General P. H. Sheridan: Headquarters, Chicago, Ill. 
Lieut.-Colonel Wm. D. Whipple, A. a-G. 
ARTMENT OF Dakota.—Brig.-General A. H. Terry; Hdqrs, 
St. Paul, Minn. Maj. Samuel Breck, A. Adjt.-Gen. 

District of _ Montana. TY. H. Ruger, 18th Infantry, 
commanding District: Headquarters, Helena, Mont. 2d Lieut: 
George L. Turner, 18th Infautry, A. A. A.-G. 

District of the Yellowstone.—Col. J. W. Dovideon, 2d Cavalry, 
Hdq 8 Fort Custer, M.T. 2d Lt. C. F. Roe, 2d Cavairy, A.A.A.-G. 

DsPARTMENT OF THE MissovuRi.—Brigadier-Gen. John Pope : 
a ey Fort Leavenworth, Kas. Maj. E. R. Platt, A. A.-G 

Dis New Mexico.—Colonel Edward Hatch, 9th Cavalry: 
Hdqrs, Santa Fé, N.M. Capt. Jobn S. Loud, 9th Cav., A A.A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT «FP THE PLaTTe.—Brigadier-General Geo. Crook: 
Hdgqre, Omaha, Neb, Lieut.-Col. Robert Williams, A. A.-G. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIO. 


Maior-Gen. W. S. Hancock: Hdqrs, Governor's Island, N. Y. H. 
Col James B Fry, A. A. G. 

DEPARTMENT OF TiB East.—Major-General W. S. Hancock: 
Headquarters, Governor's Island, N. ¥.H. Col. J. B. , AAG. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SouTH.—Bvt, Brig.-ten. H. J. Hu t, Col. 
= i llery: Hdqrs, Newport Bks, Ky. or Joseph H. Taylor, 















MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF. 


Major-General J. M. Schofield, commanding : Hdqrs New Or- 
lea 8, La. M»jor T. M. Vincent, Adjt.-Gen 

DEPARTMENT OF ARKANS«8.—Bvt. Brig.-Gen. R 8. Mackenzie, 
Col. 4th Cav., commanding: Hdqrs Little Rock, Ark. 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS.-— adier-General C. C. eh 
Hdqrs. san Antonio, Texas. Major James P. Maitin, Adjt.-Gen. 

L t of the Rio Grande.—Col. biwell S. Otis, 20th Infantry, 
commanding. Hdqrs, Fort wn, Texas. ist Lieut. John 
Rodman, Adjt. 20th Infantry, A. A. A. G. 

District of the Nueces.—‘ olonel D. 8. Stanley, 22d Infantry; 
9 ery Clark, Tex. ist Lient. H. H. Ketchum, 22d Infantry, 


‘District of the Pecos.—Colon:] B. H. Grierson, 10th Cavalry: 
hy Concho, Tex. ist Lieut. Robert G. Smither, 10th Cav., 


Distr ct of the North Texas.—Hdqrs, Fort McKavett, Texas. 
Col. William R. Shafcer, Ist Infantry, commanding. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PAOIFIO 


AND DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 


Major-General I. McDowell: Headquarters, Presidio of San 
N. A. Miles; 


Francisco, Cal. Colonel John C. Kelton, A. A.-G. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE CoLUmsBIA.-—Brig.-Gen. 
Hdgqrs, Vancouver Bks, Wash. T. MajorO. D. Greene, A. A.-G. 
DEPARTMENT oF Antzona.—Brevet Major-Gen. 0. B. Willcox, 
Colonel 12th Infantry: Hdqrs, Whipple Bks, Prescott, Arizona, 
Major S. N. Benjamin, A. A.-G. 
MILITARY DEPARTMENT OF WEST POINT. 
Brigadier-General O. O. Howard: Hdqrs, West Point, N. Y. 


Brigadier General O. 9. H ward, Superintendent, U. 8. M. A. 
lst Lieut. J. A. Sladen, 1ith Inf., A. D. C., A. A. A.-G. 








HEADQUARTERS GENERAL REORUITING SERVIOE, 
Army Building, Houston Street, Corner of Greene, New York City. 
LIST OF OFFICERS ON GENERAL RECRUITING SERVICE. 


Col. W lliam H. Wood, 11th Infantry, Superintendent. 
Major Henry UC. Wood, Aest. Adjt.-Gen. 


DEPOTS. 


David's Island, N. Y. H. Columbus Barracks, 0. 
Lieut.-Col. . €. Gilbert, 7th Inf. Lt. Col. Lewis C Hunt, 20th Inf. 
Surg. Gco. P. Jaquett, U.S.A. Wm. M. Notson, U.S.A. 
Capt. Theo Schwan, 11th Inf. . 
Capt. P. H. Remington, 19th Inf. Capt. E. B. Atwood. A.Q.M. 
Capt. DeWitt C. Poole, 22d Inf. 1st L*. Cyrus A. Earnest, 8th Inf 
Capt. John J. Simpson, A.Q M. 1st Lt. J. T. Kirkman, 10th Inf. 
ist Lt. F H. E. Ebst2in, 2iet Inf. 1st Lt. Levi F. Burnett, 7th Inf. 
ist Lt. G. N. Bomford, 13th Inf. ist Lt. D. R. Burnham, 15th Inf. 
lst Lt. C. A. Johnson, 14th Inf. ist Lt. Matt. Markland, 1st Inf. 
A A. Sorg. John H. Lott, U.S.A. A. A. Surg. A. F. Steigers, U.S.A. 

RENDEZVOUS. 
Baltimore, Md., 218 W. Pratt st..Capt J. W. Powell, Jr., 6th Inf. 
Boaton, Mass., 18 Portland st... Capt. 8. P. Ferris, 4th Inf. 
Buffalo, N. Y., 55 Peari st Capt. Charles Wheaton, 23d Inf. 
Cincinnati, O., Cor. 4th and 


Sycamore sts........ .......- ist Lt. W. I. Sanborn, 25th Inf. 
Chicago, Ils. 9 South Clark st... Capt. A. S. Burt, 9th lof. 
Sleveland, O.. 142 st... ..Capt. W. M. Waterbury, 18th Inf. 


indianapolis, Ind , 13 West 
Washington st ...... .. ....1st Lt. BE. L. Randall, 5th Inf. 
New York City, 116 Chatham St. .Capt. Louis H. Sanger, 17th Inf. 
New York City, 109 West st..... Capt. D. M. Vance, 16th Inf. 
Philadelphia, Pa , 3319 Market st.Capt. A. S. Daggett, 2d Inf. 
Pittsburg, Pa., 290 Penn ave.....Capt. Will am K. Dove, 12th Inf. 
Richmond, Va., 1408 Main st. ..Capt. Jobn C, Gilmore, 24th Inf. 
St. Louis, Mo., 112 North 9th st... Capt. James A. Snyder, 3d Inf. 
ashington, D. C., 1216 F st.. . 1st Lt. Leou A. Matile, 11th Inf. 





GENERAL MOUNTED REORUITING SERVICE. 
JEFFERSON BARRACKS, MO.| 
Superintendent, Bvt. Erig.-Gen. Taos. H. Ngrix, Col. 8th Cavalry 


CAVALRY DEPOT—JEFFERSON BARRACKS, MO. 


Col. Taos. H. Ne, 8th Cavalry, Commanding. 
Major Joun Green, lst Cavalry, Executive Ufficer. 


ist Lt. Chas. Morton, 4d Cavalry, Depot Adjutant and Treasurer. 
ist Lt Jobn T. Morrison, 10th Cav., 38 M. and Commissary. 
Surgeon Charles E. woddard, U.S. A , Depot Surgeon. 


Caytain L 8. Tesson, Asst. Surgeca. 
‘aptain . Tesson. t. Sa " 

tet Lieut. George F. Foote, 8th Cavalry. 

ist Lt. Ches. H. Rockwell, 5th Cavalry. 

ist Lieut. Hoel 8. bishop, 5th Cavalry. 

RENDEZVOUS AND OFFICERS IN CHARGE. 

New York City..174 Hudson st....Capt. Daniel Madden, 6th Cav. 
Bos Court st 9th Cav. 


ton, Mase. .89 .. -Capt. Moore yi 
Louisville, Ky., 196 1st st......,Capt. H. W. Wessells, jr., 8d Cav. 
Baltimore, Md. .873¢ 8. Sharp st. Capt. T. M. McDongall, 7th Cav. 
Chicago, iil-...14 3. C arke st....Capt. Thos. C. Lebo, 16th Cav. 
N, Y. 875 eset let Lt. W. 0. Ra 2d Cav. 





Cincinnati, 0..219 W. 4th st. ist Lt. Chas. A. P. Hatfield, 4th Cav. 
St. Louis, Mo..8@i Pine st......1st Lt. P. 8. Bomus, 1st Cay, 








Fersrvary 5, 1881, 


G. O, 10, Derr. oF East, Dec. $1, 1880. 


Publishes » bly to the Eee of paragraphs 522 
and 523, Laidley’s ‘* Course of Instruction in Rifle Firing,” 
the result of the classification in marksmanship in the Dept, 
of the East. 


G, O. 25, Derr. or Corvmsr, Dec. 22, 1880. 


Publishes an order collated from the reports of target 
practice for the two months ending Nov. 30, 1880. 





HEADQUARTERS BATTALION OF ENGINEERS, 
Witxet’s Point, New York Hazsor, Jan. 3, 1881. } 
General Orders No. 2. 

The following will be the military status and course of 
study of officers of Artillery ordered to report at Willet’s 
Point to qualify as acting Engineer officers in the duties of 
Submarine Mining. 

Military Status.—Such officers will be mustered on the 
Field and Staff rolls of the Battalion of Engineers, and will 
be berne on its reports and returns as on special duty. They 
will not be attached to companies nor be subject to ordinary 
details for military duty at the Post, but will report them- 
selves daily at H uarters immediately after guard mount- 
ing, to enable the Adjutant to make out the morning report 
correctly. They will attend reviews and inspections with the 
Battalion Staff, and will be subject to the general orders and 
discipline of the Post. 

Course in Submarine Mining.—It is understood that all 
Officers authorized to report for this duty do so upon their 
own application. The course of instruction will therefore be 
regulated : Ist, to afford, under a pledge of secrecy, every 
opportunity to become familiar with the drills, the apparatus 
and appliances, the library and the confidential publications 
of the School of Submarine Mining ; 2d, to preserve for the 
use of the Chief of Engineers and the General of the Army, 
such a record of individual proficiency as shall make known 
the fitness of each ofticer to be detailed for duty in sub- 
marine mining, in case of emergency. The course will, 
therefore, consist of daily reading, systematic laboratory 
practice, drills in submarine mining, followed by monthly 
examinations. Officers are expected to spend six hours 
daily, except Saturdays and Sundays, at the laboratory, 

inning immediately after guard mounting. 

his general course, which is similar to that upon which 
Officers of the Battalion of Engineers are required to be ex- 
amined for promotion, will be arranged as follows : 

Month of January.—The first three chapters of Part I of 
the Manual, and a full course of laboratory practice in 
electricity and electrical measurement. Consult also: Elec- 
tricity and Magnetism, by Jenkin; Reports on Electrical 
Stan by Jenkin ; Electricity and Magnetism, by Max- 
well; Electricity Applied to Arts, by St. Edme ; Natural 
Philosophy, by Deschanel; Physical Technics, by Frick; 
Ganot’s Physics; Pnysical Measurements, by oblrausch ; 
Telegraph Cable Tests, by Hoskicer ; Mémoriel des Officiers 
du Génie, especially vols. 17, 19, and 22; Electricity, by 
Sprague ; Exposé de I'Electricité, by Du Moncel ; Exercises 
in Electrical Measurements, by Day ; Handbook of Electrical 
Testing, by Kemp; Pile Electrique, by Niaudet ; Electricit 
and tism, by Gordon; the files of the dlestrieal 
journals of England, France, and the United States. See 
also other works named in the catalogue of the library under 
the heading ‘‘ Electricity and Magnetism.” 

Month of February.—Complete Part I, and study Parts II 
and III of the Manual, and Gen. Abbot’s Report upon Ex- 
— and Investigations, made at Willet’s Point, to 

velop our System of Submarine Mining—supplemented by 
use of the museum and by Isboratory practice in the 
mechanical details of loading torpedoes, making joints, 

ing thimbles in wire rope, ete. 

Month of March.—History of torpedo warfare, offensive 
and defensive, and study of foreign systems for the latter, 
so far as illustrated in the museum or known from publica- 
tions. Consult: Johnson’s Oyclopedia, art. ‘‘ Torpedoes” 
_ scrap book) ; Submarine Warfare, by Barnes ; Torpe- 

oes, by King; Coast Defence, chapter on Torpedoes, by 
Von Scheliha ; Submarine Mines, by Stotherd; Review of 
same, by Dawson; Fabrication of Iron for Defensive Pur- 

(article Torpedo+s) by Board of Engineers ; Torpedo 
Bervics in Europe in 1873 (manuscript), by Casey and Abbot ; 
Confidential Reports to British War Offive on German and 
Austrian torpedoes, by Chesney and Stotherd ; Les Torpilles, 
by de Sarrepoint ; ee de la Commission des Torpilles 
Daten), by Vandervelde ; Lectures on Movable Torpedoes, 
ubmarine Boats, and the Whitehead Torpedo, by Barber ; 
Serial Extracts from Engineering, 1876-78; Torpedoes and 
Torpedo Warfare, by Sleeman ; Minas Hidraulicas Defen- 
sivas (manuscript extracts translated by Lieut. Abbot), by 
Scheidnagel ; many articles in Scrap Books. See also the 
catalogue of the Library, under headings ‘‘ Torpedoes” and 


** Articles on a. ‘ 
Month of April.—The subjects of modern explosives, and 
of the electric light as used in harbor defence—supplemented 
by experiments. Consult : La dynamite et La Nitro-glyce- 
rine, by Champion ; Les Dynamites, by Fritech, in Mémorial 
de l’Ofticier du Génie, vols. 20 and 22; Numerous Essays on 
Explosive Agents, by Abel ; Dynamite Works of the Atlantic 
Giant Powder Company x4 Mackenzie ; Notes on Certain 
Explosive a by Hull; Notes on Modern Explosives, by 
Abbot ; Evidence before Circuit Court of Mass., in Case of 
Atlantis Giant Powder Co. v. George M. Mowbray, 1876 ; 
Nitro-glycerine at Hoosac Tunnel, by Mowbray ; Gun-cotton 
Explosion at Stowmarket, by Magendie ; Lithofracteur, re- 
rt of special committee; Keport of Select Committee on 
Ex losive Substances ; Researches on Explosive Substances 
— Fired Gunpowder, by Noble and Abel; see also catalogue 
of Library for many articles on gun-cotton and other ex- 
losives, contained in the Journal of the United Service 
itute and the Mémorial de l’Officier du Génie, and for 
other references. On the electric light, consult: Eclairage 
alElectricité, by Fontaine; Report of Committee of House 
of Commons on Lighting by Electricity ; Electric Lightning, 
by Schoolbred ; The Electric Light, by Higgs. 

“Months of May and June —These months will be devoted 
to out-door drills and exercises ; including the planting, test- 
ing, and raising of torpedoes ; tracking vessels ; practice in 
operating the apparatus for automatic and judgment firing ; 
testing explosives in the a ; trials with the fish torpedo, 
and to a general review of the course.  _— 

‘Zeanivations.—TOo determine the individual progress of 
the officers, an Examining Board, consisting of the Lieut.- 
Colonel commanding and = vee three Captains commanding 

panies, is hereby constituted. ' ; 
On or shoes the last day of each month, this Board will 
assemble, upon the call of tie President, to examine each 
officer on the course prescribed for the SS. 
The firat five examinations will be oral ; and the last one, 
written. The object will be the official determination of 
absolute not relative proficiency ; and no ottonet at arranging 
a class standing will be made. These examinatignus 
will be marked by vach member, on the West Point aystem, 


.|and upon the completion of the course s report 


h the Chief of Engineers to the General of 





forth the opinion of the Board upon the 
ee inties ak fitness of each officer to be detailed on 


7 eer = 








ee 


bet Be he lhe ee 


weod 


if 
f 


Moet 1 SS Eo 


- @xsesvs~ tee OB@arsxs on 


tty 


aves ee et OF ee ee Ue FO re 


Tr en eS FS 














Fesevary 5, 1881 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 





4k 











Sabmarine Mining duty, in case it should become necessary 
to defend our coasts with torpedoes, 


By order of Lieut.-Col. Abbot. 
J. H. Wittanp, ist Lieut. of Engineers, Adjutant. 


CrracuLar 1, Derr. or Cotumsia, Jan. 12, 1881. 
Directs that in all cases where officers or enlisted men, 
travelling upon railroads, are furnished transportation by 
other than passenger train, or in any other than passenger 
car, the fact will be noted upon the transportation request by 
the party receiptiug for the transportation. 





Crncutar 4, Dept. or Texas, Jan. 17, 1881. 
Gives the overland distances, by wagon routes, between 


posts in this Department, compiled from itineraries, map of | fy T 


st office routes, military map of Western Texas, and other 
sources of information. 


Crrcuak 17, Derr. or CoLumsia, Sept. 25, 1880. } 

(Corrected and Completed.) § 
Announces that a system, to be known as the “ Forage 
Agency” system, has been established in this Department, 
to the end that at each convenient stopping place on the 
main routes of travel in each forage district, passing offi- 
cers, enlisted men, and others, may obtain the regulation 
allowance of forage to which the public animals in their 
charge are entitled, at a stipulated price. Here fcllows a 
schedule of the districts established, showing stations 
therein, names of persons designated as agents, distances 
between stations and prices per pound at which forage may 
be obtained, etc., and stations of officers designated to pay 

for all forage purchased within the respective districts. 


STAFF CORPS AND DEPARTMENTS. 


ApsuTANT-GENERAL’s DEPARTMENT.—The journey _per- 
formed by Major O. D. Greene from Vancouver, W. T., to 
Portland and return, on Jan. 11, are confirmed (8S. O. 7, Jan. 

2, D. C. 
7 Phomas M. Vincent, Asst.‘ Adjt.-Gen., will, from 
Jan. 31, stand relieved from further duty in the Dept. of 
Texas, to enable him to meet the requirements of par. 1, 
8. O. 276, series of 1880, from the Adjt.-Gen.’s Office. 
Major James P. Martin, Asst. Adjt.-Gen., is assigned to duty 
at Hdqrs Dept. of Texas as Adjt.-Gen. of that Dept. (G. O. 
8, Jan. 24, D. T.) 

lnsPEcTOR-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT.--Col. Nelson H. Davis, 
Insp.-Gen., will proceed to Fort Preble, Me., on business 
pertaining to his Dept. (S. O. Jan. 28, D. E.) ; ’ 

Major Joseph C. Breckinridge, Asst. Insp.-Gen., is assigned 
to duty in the office of the senior Insp.-Gen. of the Army in 
Washington, D. C. (S. O., Jan. 31 W. D.) 

Bureau or Miuirary Justice.—Major William Winthrop, 
Judge-Advocate, will act as Judge-Advocate-General until a 
Judye-Advocate-General shall have been appointed and have 
assumed the duties of his office (S. O., Feb. 2, W. D.) 

QUARTERMASTER’s DepartMENT.—Capt. G. W. Bradley, 
A. Q. M., will proceed from Philadelphia to Lebanon, Penn., 
on public business (S. O., Jan. 31, W. D.) 

Lieut.-Col. Alexander J. Perry, Chief Q. M. of the Dept. 
of East, will proceed to Washington Arsenal, D. C., on pub- 
lic business (8. O. 17, Jan. 31, D. E.) 

SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT.—Capt. Samuel T. Cushing, 
Chief Com’y of Sub., will make a general inspection of the 
stores, property, records, etc., appertaining to the store- 
house of the Act. Com’y of Sub., Vancouver Bks., W. T. 
(8. 0. 1, Jan. 3, D. C.) ; . 

Capt. William A. Elderkin, C. 8., will be relieved from his 
duties at Cheyenne Depot by 1st Lieut. J. J. O'Brien, 4th 
Inf., and will proceed tu Little Rock, Ark., and assume the 
duties of Chief Com’y of Sub. (S. O. 8, Jan. 22, D. P.) 

Cowm’y Sergt. G. W. Perkins will be relieved from duty at 
Fort Dodge, Kas., and will then report to the C. O. Fort 
Gibson, Ind. Ty., for duty at that post, to relieve Com’y 
Sergt. Michael Hall, who, on being relieved, will proceed to 
Fort Dodge, Kas., for duty (S. O., Jan, 28, W. D.) 

MepicaL Derpartment.—Par. 2, 8. O. 7, c. 8., from Hdqrs 
Dept. of Arizona, directing A. A. Surg. J. 8S. Kennedy to 
report to the C. O. Fort Mojave, A. T., for temporary duty, 
is revoked. The telegraphic instructions of Jan. 15 from 
Hdgqrs Dept. of Arizona, directing him to report at Whipple 
Bks., A. T., are confirmed. He is also ordered to proceed to 
Fort Grant, A. T., and report in person to Lieut.-Col. Wm. 
gery Price, 6th Cav., for duty in the field (S. O. 8, Jan. 

,D. A. 

Par. ? 8. O. 12, c. s., from Hdgqrs Dept of the East, re- 
lieving Asst. Surg. Blair D. Taylor from duty as assistant to 
post surgeon Fort Columbus, N. Y. H., and to attendin 
surgeon at Division and Dept. Hdgqrs., is suspended unti 
March 1, 1881 (S. O. 16, Jan. 29, D. E.) 

Asst. Surg. Henry G. Burton will proceed to Fort Niagara, 
N. Y., for temporary duty (S. O. 18, Feb. 1, D. E.) 





and 13, 1880, are confirmed (8S. O. 4, Jan. 7, D. C.) 


3, of Jan. 6, 1881, from W. D., will reconvene at the Army 
Building, N. Y. city, on Feb. 4, 1881, or as soon thereafter 
as practicable, for the consideration of such papers as may 
be submitted to it (8. O., Feb. 1, W. D.) 4 


Isr Cavatry, Colonel Cuvier Grover.—Headquarters 


directing Capt. Thomas McGregor to repair to Hdqrs Dept. 
of Columbia for assignment to duty, are confirmed (8. O. 4, 
Jan. 7, D. C.) 


two months, Capt. Thomas J. Gregg, Fort Ellis, M. T. (S. O. 
16, Jan. 26, D. D.) 2 


3RD CAVALRY, Colonel A. G. Brackett.—Headquarters 


A. Russell, Wy. T., one month (8S. O. 14, Jan. 27, M. D. M.) 
42% Cavatry, Col. R. 8. Mackenzie.—Headquarters 


5TH Cavatry, Colonel W. Merritt.—Headquarters 


6TH CavaLry, Col. Eugene A. Carr.—Headquarters 


7tH Cavatry, Colonel 8. D. Sturgis.—Headquarters 


8TH Cavatry, Colone] Thos. H. Neill.—Headquarters 


Antonio, Tex., and report at the Hdqrs of that Dept. (S. O. 
22, Jan. 29, D. M.) 


will proceed to Jefferson Bks, Mo., for temporary duty at that 
station (S. O., Feb. 1, W. D.) 





Capt. T. E. Wilcox, member G. C.-M. at Boise Bks., 
I. T., Jan, 24 (S. O. 7, Jan. 12, D. C.) 

Leave of absence for six months, on Surg, certificate, is 
granted Surg. E. P. Vollum (S. O., Jan. 31, W. D.) 

Leave of absence for seventeen days, with permission to 
apply for an extension of ten days, is granted A. A. Surg. 

- 8. Cockrell, Fort Lyon, Colo. (S. O. 22, Jan. 29, D. M.) 

A. A. Surg. M. C. Wyeth will report to the C. O. Fort 
DE N. Y. H., for temporary duty (S. O. 20, Feb. 3, 


Asst. Surg. H. E. Brown, president G. C.-M. at Fort 
Duncan, Tex., Jan. 28 (S. O. 17, Jan. 24, D. T.) 

. Hosp. Steward Joseph P. O’Brien will proceed from Wash- 
ington, D. C., to Kort Omaha, Neb., and report to the 
Comdg. Gen. Dept. of Platte for duty (8. O., Feb, 2, W. D.) 

Hosp. Steward Robert Garrard, having reported at Hdqrs 
sy of Platte, will report to the C. O. Fort Douglass, 
U. T., for duty (8. O. 9, Jan. 28, D. P.) 

The following changes in the stations and duties of hospi- 
tal stewards are made : Hosp. Steward David J. Scott will 
be relieved from duty in the Dept. of Texas, and will pro- 
ceed to Columbus Bks., Ohio, for duty, to relieve Hosp. 
Steward Thomas H. Groves, who, on being relieved, will 
proceed to Little Rock, Ark., and report to the C. O. Dept. 
of Arkansas for duty (8S. O., Feb. 1, W. D.) 

Hosp. Steward John Alberti, now supposed to be at Camp 
Thomas, A. T., en route to Fort Apache, A. T., is relieved 
from duty at the latter post, and will report to the C. O. 
ws Thomas, A. T., for duty at that post (S. O. 8, Jan. 17, 


Hosp. Steward George Duke will report to the O. O. Co. 
A, 12th Inf., to proceed with that company to Fort Mojave, 
A. T., and return with Co, F, 12th Inf.. to Whipple Bks., 
iT, z a he will resume his proper duties (S. O. 8, Jan. 

Pay Deranrwent.—The C. O. Fort Columbus, N. Y. H., 

detail one commissioned officer and one enlisted man to 
conduct James H 


- Nelson, a military prisoner, from Gover- 
nor’s Island, N. a ; 


¥., to the Albany Penitentiary, Albany, 


N.Y. (8. O. 18, Feb. 1, D. E.) 


will proceed to Jefferson Bks, Mo., and report to the Supt. 
Mounted — va for temporary duty at that sta- 
tion (S. O., Feb. 2, W. D. 


C. H. Lester, members, G, C.-M. at Fort Duncan, Tex., Jan. 
28 (S. O. 17, Jan. 24, D. T.) 


9TH Cavatry, Colonel Edward Hatch.—Headquarters, 


Washington, D. C., will proceed to Jefferson Bks, Mo., for 
temporary duty at that station (S. O., Feb. 1, W. D.) 


10TH CUavatry, Cuvlonel Benjamin H. Grierson.— 


Texas, is revoked. Lieut.-Col. J. F. Wade is assigned to 
command Fort Stockton, Tex. (S. O. 18, Jan. 25, D. T.) 


lst ArtitLERY, Colonel F. T. Dent.—Headquarters 


assume command of the ist Art., retaining, however, his 
present station, Fort Trumbull, Conn. The regimental staff, 
non-commissioned staff, and band, will remain as heretofore, 
at Fort Adams, R. I.; the regimental adjutant transmitting 
to Lieut.-Col. Brannan, at Fort Trumbull, such papers, 
reports, etc., as the latter may direct. The regimental com- | 29, 
mander is also authorized to direct his adjutant to report to 
him in person from time to time, at Fort Trumbull, in con-| 8. 
nection with his regimental duties—the orders for such jour- | Li 

neys to be subject to approval at Hdqrs Dept. of East (8. O. | report to the Comdg. Gen. Dept. of D 
17, Jan. 31, D. E.) 





Lieut.-Col. C. T. Larned, Deputy Paymaster-Gen., will re- 
ashingto 


from Governor's Island, N, Y., to W n, D, C., 


and report in person to the Paymaster-Gen. for special duty | Hdqrs Dept. of East of the following promotions of officers 


(8. O., Jan. 29, W. D.) 


of the Ist Art.: Capt. Royal T. Frank, Bat. B, Fort oa 
moted; 1 


Major Wm. H. Eckels, member G. C.-M. at Boise Bks.,|to be Major, Jan. 2, 1881, vice Hamilton, 


I. T., Jan. 24 (S. O. 7, Jan. 12, D. C.) 


Lieut. E. Van A. Andruss, Bat. A, Fort Goliendoea, to be 


Paymaster J. 8. Witcher, president G. C.-M. at Fort | Captain, Jan. 2, 1881, vice Frank, promoted, which carries 


Gaston, Cal., Jan. 25 (8. O. 13, Jan. 20, M. D. P.) 


him to Bat. B, at Fort Adams; 2d Lieut. Thomas C. Patter- 


Paymaster John 8. Witcher, having reported at Hdgqrs |son, Bat. L, Fort Warren, to be 1st Lieutenant, Jan. 2, 1881, 


Dept. of California, is temporarily assigned to duty in the | vice Andruss, 
Dept. of California, with station at San Francisco, Cal., from | Columbus. 


romoted, which carries him to Bat. A, at Fort 
ajor Frank is assigned to duty at Fort Adams, 


Jan. 18. Major Witcher will proceed to pay the troops | Capt. Andruss and Ist Lieut. Patterson will proceed to join 
stationed at Fort Gaston, Cal., for the months of November | their respective batteries (S. O. 16, Jan. 29, D. E.) 


and December, 1880 (S. O. 13, Jan. 20, M. D. P.) Sup Anruseny. Colond Romeyn BA 


Paymaster G. F, Robinson will take station at Fort Brown, 
Tex., and will occupy quarters in kind at that post. This 
order to take effect on Jan. 31, 1881 (S. O. 18, Jan. 25, 

& 4 


Corps oF ENGINEERS.—The journeys performed by 1st 


. —Head- 
quarters and B, H, U. 8. Barracks, Washington, D. C.; A [light 
battery], D, M, Fort oe. Md.; C, Fort Johnston, N. U.; 
K, Fort Monroe, Va.; I, Fort Ontario, N. Y.; F, Corpus Christi, 
Tex.; L, Jackson Bks, La.; E, G, Little Rock Bks, Ark. 


Detached Service.—The journey, on public business, be- 


Lieut. Thomas W. Symons, Chief Eugineer Officer, from tween Denver and Pueblo, Colo., and return to Denver, per- 
? °? ’ 


Vancouver Bks., 


OrpnanceE DeparTMENT.—Ord. Sergt. William Duffey 


will report to the C. O. Fort Preble, Me., on Feb. 20, 1881, | cerned, 
for discharge on that date, and with a view to re-enlistment }2d Lieut. Edward 
on the following day. He will take with him to Fort Preble, | Hamilton Rowan from Bat. M to D (8. O., Jan. 29, W. D.) 
such papers as may be necessary in the preparation of his 
discharge papers and final statements. Upon the completion 
of the action in his case he will return to his station, Fort 
Knox, Me. (8. O. 17, Jan. 31, D. E.) 


The board of ordnance officers appointed by par. 5, 8. O. 








THE LINE. 


W. I., to Portland, and return, on Dee. 8) formed by Capt. W. McK. Dunn, Jr., 2d Art., A. D. C., on 
Jan. 18 and 19, is approved (S. O. 20, Jan. 26, D. M.) 


Transfers.—On the mutual application of the officers con- 
6 following transfers in the 2d Art. are announced: 
. Gayle from Bat. D toM; 2d Lieut. 


Sep ARTILLERY, Col. George W. Getty.—Headquarters 


and C [light battery], D, L, Fort Hamilton, N. ¥. H.; A, 
Fort Monroe, Va.; K, I, Fort Wadsworth, N. Y. H.; B, Fort 
Niagara, N. Y.; H, Madison Bks, N Y.; K, Platteburg Bks, 
N. ¥.; #, G, Fort Schuyler, N. Y. 

Leave of Absence.—Two days, 2d ma Heman Dowd, 


Fort Monroe, Va. (8. O. 17, Jan. 31, D. E. 


TH ARTILLERY, Colonel Emory Upton. — Headquarters 
and B flight battery], D, H, Presidio, Cal.; E, Alcatraz 
Island, Cal.; M, Fort Stevens, Or.; G, Fort Canby, Wash. T.; 
I, Fort Monroe, Va.; A, C, K, Fort Point, Cal.; F, Point San 
Jose, Cal. 

G. C.-M. Service.—1st Lieut. William F. Stewart and 2d 


and A, B, D, K, M, Fort Walla Walla, Wash. T.; F, Boise Bks, |, - 
Idaho’ T.; ©, Fort Bidwell, Cal; G, Fort McDermit, Nev.; | Lieut. Henry A. Schroeder, members, G. C.-M. at Fort Gas- 
. Fort Colville, Wash. T.; L, Fort Kla- | ton, Cal., Jan. 25 (8. O. 13, Jan. 20, M. D. P.) 


I, Fort Halleck, Nev.; 
math, Ore.; E, Fort Lapwai, Idaho T. 5 


Assigned to Duty.—The telegraphic instructions of Jan. 7, 


G. C.-M. Service.—Major G. G. Huntt, president, and 2d 


Lieut. J. G. Galbraith, J.-A. of G. C.-M. at Boise Bks, I. T., | 4 
Jan. 24 (8. O. 7, Jan. 12, D. C.)} 


2ND Cavatry, Col. J. W. Davidson.—Headquarters 


TH Artittery, Col. Henry J. Hunt.—Headquarters 
and F [light battery], G, I, M, Atlanta, Ga.; A, K, St. Augus- 
tine, Fla.; B, L, Fort Barrancas, Fla.; H, Newport Bks, Ky.; 
D, E, Key West, Fla.; C, Fort Monroe, Va. 








st Inranrry, Colonel William R. Shafter.—Head- 
7 ‘and A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, Fort McKavett, Tex.; 

, Pena Colorado, Tex. 
Relinquishes Command.—Lieut.-Col. Pinkney Lagi, 
-Q. A, 


and C, F, G, I,* M, Fort Custer, M. T.; A,t B, E, Fort Keogh, | 1st Inf., in obedience to par. 6, 8. O. 13, from 


M..; D, K, Fort Ellis, M. T.; H,t Lt Fort Assiniboine, M. 
* Address via Bozeman, M. T. 
+ At Camp Poplar River. 
¢ In the field. 


t. | hereby relinquishes command of the depot at David's Islan 
N. Y. H. (G. O. 4, Jan. 28, Rec. Depot, David's Island, N. Y. H. 


Leave of Absence.—One month, to take effect after he is 


discharged as a witnees before the G. C.-M. at Fort Hays, 


Leave of Absence.—One month, to apply for extension of Kas., 2d Lieut. T. H. Barry (S. O. 16, Jan. 22, D. T.) 
” » Eo Mie . O. 16, " % J 


and C, G, L, M, Fort D. A. Russeii, Wy.T.; B, D, F, Fort San- 
ders, Wy. T.; A, Fort McKinney Wy. T.; H, K, Fort Washakie, 
Wy. T.; E, 1, Fort Fred. Steele, Wy. T. 

Leave Extended.—2d Lieut. F. Halverson French, Fort D. 


and 3B, I, K, L, Fort Riley, Kas.; A, D, Fort Hays, Kas.; G, H. 
Fort Reno, Ind. T.; C,* F,* Fort Sill, Ind. T.; 
Ind. T.; E, Fort Elliott, Tex. 

* In the field. 


and A, G, I, K, Fort Laramie, Wy. T.; B, D, F, Fort Niobrara, 
Neb.; C, E, Fort Sidney, Neb.; H, L, Fort Robinsen, Neb.; M, 
Camp Sheridan, Neb. 


ND LyFantRY, Colonel Frank Wheaton.—Headquarters 
and A, B, G, I, Fort Cour d'Alene, Idaho T.; C, H, Fort Col- 
ville, Wash. T.; D,* E,* F,* Camp Spokan, Wash. T.; K, Camp 
Howard, Idaho. 

* P. O. address via Spokan Falls, Wash. T. 


énxD LyFantRY, Colonel John R. Brooke.—Headquarters 


and F, G, Fort Shaw, M. T.; A, Fort Benton, M. T.; i, Pest 
Maginnis, M. T.; B, D, H, I, Fort Missoula,§ M. T.; C, E, 
Fort Ellis. 

§ Address via Deer Lodge, M. T. 


» Fort Supply, | 47H Inranrry, Colonel Franklin F. Flint.—Headquar- 


ters and B, E, Fort Sanders, b « T.; I, Fort D. A. Russell, 

wy. 7.3 6, Fort Fred. Steele, + T.; F, H, Fort Bridger, 

yw. ‘3 A, G, Fort Fetterman, Wy. T.; D, K, Fort Laramie, 
y. T 


Change of Station.—1st Lieut. John J. O’Brien will tem- 


porarily relieve Capt. William A. Elderkin, C. 8., from his 
duties at Cheyenne Depot, in order that Capt. Elderkin may 
proceed to Little Rock, Ark., and assume the duties of Chief 


and M, Fort Lowell, A. T.; A, F, Fort Grant, A. T.; B, Camp Commissary of Subsistence of that Department (8. O. 8, Jan. 


Huachuca, A. T.; C, L, Fort Bowie, A. T.; D, E, Fort Apache, 
A. T.; H, K, Fort Verde, A. T.; I, Fort McDowell, A. T.; G, 
Camp Thomas, A. T. 


and A, C, E, G, H, M, Fort Meade, D. T.; L, Fort A. Lincoln, 


22, D. P.) 
5ra Inrantry, Col. Pinkney Lugenbeel.—Headquarters 


and A,* B,* C,* D, E, F,* G,* H, I, K, Fort Keogh, M. T. 
* At Camp Poplar —=- , 


D.T.; L K, Fort Totten, D. T.; B, D, Fort Yates, D.T.; F,/67H Inrantry, Colonel A. McD. McCook.—-Head- 


Fort Buford, D. T. 


and A, B, D, H, L, K, Fort Clark, Tex.; E, San Diego, 
Tex.; F, Fort McIntosh; M, San Felipe, Tex.; G, Fort Ring- 
gold, Tex.; I, Fort Brown, Tex.; C, Fort Duncan, Tex. 

Detached Service.—Capt. J. F. Randlett will return to San 


ist Lieut. Richard A. Williams, now in Washington, D. C., 


ist Lieut. Frederick E. Phelos, now at St. Mary's, Ohio, 


G. C.-M. Service.—ist Lieut. H. W. Sprole and 2d Lieut. 


Santa Fe, N.M.; L, Fort Bliss, Tex.; A, G, Fort Stanton, 
N. M.; E,¢ I, Fert Wingate, N. M.; B, 

N. M.: D, Fort Craig, N. M.; M, Fort Selden, N. M.; C, K, 
Fort Cummings, N. M. 

t In the field, Fort Craig, N. M. 

Detached Service.—1ist Lieut. Henry H. Wright, now in 


Headquarters and D, E, F, M, Fort Concho, Tex.; A, C, H, K, 
Fort Davis, Tex.; B, G, I, L, Fort Stockton, Tex. i. 


uarters and A, B, C, E, K, White River Agency, Colo.; F, G, 
Bort Lyon, Colo.; D, H, Fort Garland, Colo.; I, Camp on 
Snake River, Wy. T. 

Leave of Absence.—One month, to take effect from the 


date of his discharge as a witness before the G. C.-M. now in 
session at Fort Hays, Kas., 1st Lieut. D. L. Craft, Camp at 
White River Agency, Colo. (8. O. 18, Jan. 24, D. M.) 


7tH InFantRY, Colonel John Gibbon.—Headq 


uarters 
and C, H, K, Fort Snelling, Minn.; A, B, E, Fort Buford, D. T.; 
D, Cantonment Bad Lands, N. P. R. R. Little Missouri River, 
via Green River station; G, 1, Fort Stevenson, D. T.; F, Fort 
A. Lincoln, D. T. 


87H Inrantry, Col. August V. Kautz.—Headquarter- 


and C, F, H, Angel Island, Cal.; B, K, Benicia Bks, Cal.; 
D, Fort Bidwell, Cal.; E, Fort Gaston, Cal.; G, Fort Halleck, 
Nev.; A, San Diego Bks, Cal.; I, Fort Yuma, Cal. 


G. C.-M. Service.—Capt. Egbert B. Savage, 1st Lieut. 


Gordon Winslow, members, and 2d Lieut. Richard 8S. Wilson, 
J.-A. of G. ©.-M. at Fort Gaston, Cal., Jan. 25 (8. O. 13, 


Jau. 20, M. D. P.) 
Fe rt Bayard, | ony InvanTRY, Colonel John H. King.—Headquarters 


and D, K, Fort Omaha, Neb.; H, I, Fort McKinney, Ww. FF 
F, Fort Sidney, Neb.; A, Camp at Cheyenne Depo y FY 
Bb, Fort ——, Neb ; C, Fort Hartsaff, Neb.; Sone 
Sheridan, Neb.; G, Fort Robinson, Neb. 


107TH InrantRy, Colonel Henry B. Clitz.—Headquarters 


and A, E, H, K, Fort Wayne, Mich.; F, G, Fort Porter, N. Y.; 
B, I, Fort Brady, Mick ; C, D, Fort Mackinac, Mich. 

Detached Service.—The route actually travelled by Lond 
J. Coppinger, Act. Asst. Ins}.-Gen. of the Dept. of Mi 


Assigned to Duty.—Par. 5, 8. O. 2, from Hdqrs Dept. of | souri, from Fort Garland, Colo., to Fort’ Wingate, N. M., and 


sh 
27 


and B,E, F, K [light battery], Fort Adams, R.1.; I, L, Fort/11 


Warren, Mass. ; C, M, Fort I'rnmbull, Conn.; H, Fort Preble, 
Me.; G, Fort Monroe, Va.; A, D, Fort Columbus, N. Y. H. 


Assigned to Command.—Lieut.-Col. John M. Brannan will 











is 
direct him to join his company at Fort Sully, D. T. @&. O., 


return, while travelling on a tour of inspection in the months 
of December, 1880, and January, 1881, is approved, the 


orter route being impracticable at the time (8. O. 21, Jan. 

, D. M.) 

tH InFantTry, Colonel William H. Wood.—Head- 
uarters and G, I, K, Fort Sully, D. T.; Fort Bennett, 

}). T.: O, H. Fort Custer, M. T.; D, Fort Lincoln, D. T.; B, F. 

Poplar Creek Agency, M. T.; A, Camp Porter, M. T. (P. O. ad- 

dress via Bismarck, Dak.) 

Leave of Absence.—Three "ae 2d Lieut. H. O. 8. 


Heistand (8. O., Jan. 31, W. D 


One month, to apply for extension of three months, 2d 


Lieut. F. F. Kislingbury, Fort Custer, M. T. (8. O. 17, Jan. 


, D. D. 
To “Toto, Bo much of the instructions contained in par. 5, 
O. 21, Jan. 27, 1881, from the War Dept., as directs 

eut. Leon A. Matile to proceed to St. Paul, Minn. 


SEE 


Promotions.—Official information has been received at! Jan. 31, W. D.) 
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12TH Infantry, Colonel Orlando B. Willcox.—Head- 
Te" and B, F, Whiests Bks, A. T.; K, Fort Verde, 
.1.; D, E, Fort Apache, A. T.; G, Fort McDowell, A T.; ©, 
pf kee A. T.; I, Fort Grant, A. T.; A, Fort 
Ojave, A. ‘I. 


Change of Station.—The following changes will be made in 
the stations of troops in the Dept. of Arizona: Uo. A is re- 
lieved from duty at Whipple Bks, A. T., and will proceed to 
Fort Mojave, A. T., and take station. Upon the arrival of 
Co. A at Fort Mojave, A. T., Co. F will be relieved from duty 
at that wr, and will proceed to, and take station at Whipple 
Bks, A. T. (8. O. 8, Jan. 17, D. A.) 

Detached Service.—2d Lieut. P. G. Wood will remain at 
Fort Mojave, A. T., and report to the C. O. Co. A, for duty 
with that company. Upon the arrival of Co. A at Fort 
Mojave, A. T., 2d Lieut. F. J. A. Darr will be relieved from 
tem; duty at that post, and will proceed with Co. F to 
Whipple Bks, A. T., where, after transferring the compiny, 
and property and funds pertaining thereto, he will resume 
his proper duties (S. O. 8, Jan. 17, D. A.) 

Leave of Absence.—One month, to take effect Jan. 19, 1st 
Lieut. H. L. Haskell, A. D. C., to apply for extension of five 
months (8. O. 9, Jan. 19, D. A.) 

Enlisted Men.—Corpl. Victor Gomez, Co. D, will be relieved 
from duty at Camp Thomas, A. T., as Hospital Steward of 
the 3d class, upon receipt of this order, and will be directed 
to join his company (38. O. 8, Jan. 17, D. A.) 


138ra Inrantry, Colonel Luther P. Bradley.—Head- 
uarters and F, G, H, I, K, Fort Wingate, N. M.; A,t+ b, C, D, 
Fort Lewis, Colo., via Animas City, Colo. 
+ On temporary duty at Pagosa Springs, Colo, 
Teave Extended.—Capt. G. M. Bascom, four months (S. 
O., Jan. 29, W. D.) 


14TH Inrantry, Col. John E. Smith.—Headquarters 
and D, a. H, I, K, Fort Douglas, Utah; A, Fort Hall, Idaho; 

B, C, G, t Cameron, U. T. 

Detached Service.—i1st Lieut. J. A. Sladen, A. D. C., will 
_—- by the steamer leaving Portland on Jan. 4, to San 

iscu, Cal., reporting in person to Brigadier-General O. 
O. Howard, accompanying him to West Point, N. Y. (8S. O. 1, 
Jan. 3, D. C.) 

Eniisted Men.—A furlough for four months, with permis- 
sion to go beyond the sea, to take effect after his re-enlist- 
ment, is granted Private William M. Chambers, Co. F (8. O. 
8, Jan. 22, D. P.) 


15TH lyrantry, Colonel George P. Buell.—Headquar- 
ters and B,C, Fort Stanton, N. M.; A, G, Fort Bliss, Tex.; 

D, Fort Cummings, N. M.; E, Fort Bayard, N.M.; F, Fort 

Union, N. M.; H, Fort Craig, N. M.; K, Fort Selden, N. M. ; I, 

Fort Marcy, N. M. 

Detached Service.—The C. O. Fort Wingate, N. M., will 
detail an officer and twenty-five men from the infantry com- 
a of his command and send them at once to Fort Craig, 
> Lae 4 temporary duty at that post (S. O. 9, Jan. 20, 

Field Service.—ist Lieut. W. O. Cory is appointed A. A. 
Q. M. and A. C. 8. troops in the field, Fort Selden, N. M. (8. 
O. 9, Jan. 20, D. N. M.) 

Leave Extended.—Leave of absence for one month and 
seventeen days is granted Lieut.-Col. P. T. Swaine in exten- 
sion of the leave of absence granted him on Surg. certificate 
of disability in S. O. 35, Feb. 13, 1880. from the War Dept. 
(8. O., Feb. 1, W. D.) 


16TH Inrantry, Colonel G. Pennypacker. — Head- 
uarters and H, San Antonio, Tex.; I, K, fort Stockton, Tex.; 
, &, C, F, Fort Concho, Tex.; D, E, G, Fort Davis, Tex. 
Assigned to Duty.—Upon being relieved in command of 
Fort Stockton by Lieut.-Col. J. F. Wade, 19th Cav., Major 
C. A. Webb, 16th Inf., with one company of his regiment, 
now at Fort Stockton, will proceed to Fort McKavett, Tex., 
and take station (S. O. 18, Jan. 25, D. T.) 


177s Inrantry. Colonel Thomas L. Crittenden.—Head- 

guerere and D, H, A, Fort Yates, D. T.; C, Fort Totten, 

. T.; G, Fort A. Lincoln, D. T.: F, I, Fort Sisseton, D. T.: 

E, K, Fort Pembina, D T.; B, Camp Porter, M. T. P. O. ad- 
dress via Bismarck, Dakota.) 


Leave of Absence.—One month, to apply for extension of 
one month, Capt. L. M. O’Brien, Fort Yates, D. T. (S. O. 17, 
Jan. 29, D. D.) 

Enlisted Men.—Sergt. John Campbell, Co. H, having re- 

rted at Hdqrs Dept. of Missouri, will proceed to St. Paul, 

inn., and report for orders at the Hdqrs Dept. of Dakota 
(S. O. 22, Jin. 29, D. M.) 


18ta Inrantry, Colonel Thomas H. Ruger.—Head- 
quarters and A, B, C,* D,* E,* F, H, K,* Fort Assinniboine, 
Mont.; G, I, Fort Shaw, M. T. 
* In the field. 


19TH InrantRy, Colonel Charles H. Smith.—Head- 
uarters and B, D, F, G, H, Fort Leavenworth, Kas.; 
¢ C, Fort Hays, Kas.; I, K,t Fort Gibson, I. T. 
+t On temporary duty at Baxter Springs, Kas, 


20TH Inrantry, Colonel Elwell S. Otis.—Headquarters 
and A, B, D, G,I, K, Fort Brown, Tex.; C, E, Fort McIntosh, 
Tex.; F, H, Fort Ringgold, Tex. 
Detached Service.—2d Lieut. G. L. Rousseau is, tem- 
ily, attached to Co. E, Fort Mc{ntosh, Tex. (S. O. 18, 
an. 25, D. T.) 


2lst Inrantry, Colonel H. A. Morrow.—Headquarters 
and E, F, G, K, Vancouver Bks, Wash. T.: A, Boise Bks, Idaho 

T.; H, Fort Canby, Wash. T.; ©, Fort Klamath, Or.; B, D, Fort 

Townsend, Wash. T.; I, Fort Lapwai, Idaho T. 

Detached Service.—Col. Henry A. Morrow will proceed 
from Vancouver, W. T., by the steamer of Jan. 8, en route 
to N. Y. City, for duty as member of a G. C.-M. (8. O. 2, 
Jan. 4, D. C.) 

The telegraphic instructions of Jan. 3, directing Lieut.-Col. 
Alexander Chambers to repair to Vancouver Bks, W. T., and 
asteume command of his regiment and the post, during the 
temporary absence uf the Colonel, are contirmed (S. O. 4, 


Jan. 7, D. C.) 

The journeys performed by ist Lieut. John M. Ross, 
R. Q. M., from Vancouver Bks to Portland and return, on 
Nov. 12, and Dec. 14 and 20, 1880, were on public business, 
and are authorized for mileage (S. O. 5, Jan. 8, D. C.) 

@. O.-M. Service.—Capt. Ebenezer W. Stone and 1st Lieut. 
Daniel Cornman, members, G. C.-M. at Boise Bks, I. T., Jan. 
24 (8. O. 7, Jan. 12, D. C.) 

2d Lieut. Harry L. Bailey is detailed as Recruiting Officer 
at Vancouver Bks, W. T. (8. O. 15, Jan. 22, M. D. P.) 

Kelieved.—ist Lieut. Henry H. Pierce, Adjt., is relieved 
from duty as Recruiting Officer at Vancouver Bks, W. T. (8. 
O. 15, Jan. 22, M. D. P.) 


22np Inranti¥, Colonel David S. Stanley.—Head- 
uarters and D, F, G, H, I, K, Fort Clark, Texas; A, Fort 
riffin, Tex.; E, San Antonio, Tex.; B, C, Fort Duncan, Tex. 


G. C.-M. Service.—Capt. P. M. Thorne, ist Lieut. B. C. 
Lockwood, 2d Lieut. E. O. C. Ord, Jr., members, and 2d 
Lieut. Theodore Mosher, J.-A. of G. C.-M. at Fort Duncan, 
Tex., Jan, 28 (S. O. 17, Jan. 24, D. T.) 

Leave of Absence.—One month, to take effect Jan. 22, Ist ; 





br) F. L. Davies, San Antonio, Tex. (S. 0. 16, Jan. 22, 


23rp InFantRy, Colonel Granville O. Haller.—Head- 
, Kas.; G, I, Fort Reno, I. T.; 


uarters and H, hey Dod 
, Fort Wallace, ; A, B, C, D, E, Cantonment on the Un- 
compahgre. 


To Join.—2d Lieut. W. A. Nichols, having completed his 
duties at Fort Gibson, I. T., will p to join his company 
at Fort Dodge, Kas. (S. O. 22, Jan. 29, D. M.) 

Enlisted » Raw 3 oh George A. Sanford, Co. I, charged 
with desertion, is restored to duty without trial on condition 
that he make good the time lost by unauthorized absence 
and expense incurred in consequence of such absence (8. O. 
18, Jan. 24, D. M.) 


24TH Inrantry, Colonel Joseph H. Potter.—Head- 
quarters and A, @, Fort Supply, Ind. T.; B,C, D,1, K, Fort 
Sill, Ind. T.: E, Fort Reno, Ind. T.: F, Cantonment N. Fork 
Canadian River, Ind. T.; H, Fort Elliott, Tex. 


25TH Inrantry, Colonel George L. Andrews.—Head- 
uarters and B, F, G, I, Fort Randall, Dakota; C, E, Fort Hale, 
kota; A, D, H, K, Fort Meade, Dakota. 

A squad of soldiers arrived from Fort Randall last evening 
with two private soldiers of the 25th Infantry, convicted of 
stealing, and sentenced respectively to one year and six 
months’ imprisonment if the military prison at Fort Leaven- 
worth. They were lodged in cur county jail, where they will 
remain until to-morrow morning, when they will make a for- 
ward movement for Leavenworth.—Yankton Press and 
Dakotaian, Jan. 20. 








Casualties among the Commissioned Officers of the U. 8S. 
Army reported to the Adjutant-General’s Office during 
the week ending Saturday, January 29, 1881. 
Major Clarence Mauck, 9th Cavalry—Died January 235, 
1881, at San Antonio, Texas. 








WE receive the following late orders and official intelli- 
gences of Feb. 4, just before going to press : 

Major John Green, 1st Cav.; Capt. J. A. Snyder, 3d Inf.; 
Lieuts. G. F. Foote, R. A. Williams, and F. E. Phelps, 8th 
Cay.; H. 8S. Bishop, 5th Cav., and H. H. Wright, 9th Cav., 
detailed members, and Lieut. P. 8S. Bomus, Ist Cav., Judge- 
Advocate of a General Court-martial to meet at Jefferson 
Barracks, Mo., Feb. 10. 

The leave of Lieut. F. H. French, 3d Cav., has been ex- 
tended one month. 

Lieut. Oscar F. Long, 5th Inf., has been ordered to 
report to Brig.-Gen. Miles in New York for duty as Aide- 
de-camp. 

Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield assumed command of the Div. 
of the Gulf, Hdqrs. New Orleans, Jan. 31. Major Thomas 
M. Vincent is his t. Adjt. Gen., and Capt. W. M. Wherry 
and Lieuts. E. E. Wood and C. B. Schofield, his aides. 





Special Insp 's Appointed.—Major H. E. Noyes, 4th 
Cav., at Fort Hays, Kas., on a lot of ordnance and ordnance 
se os camp and garrison equipage (S. O. 18, Jan. 

4, D. M. 

Lieut.-Col. Henry C. Merriam, 2d Inf., at Fort Colville, on 
certain horses (S. O. 6, Jan. 10, D. C.) 

Capt. J. M. Hamilton, 5th Cav., comdg. Fort Robinson, 
Neb., on unserviceable property (S. O. 9, Jan. 28, D. P.) 








——_0-—_———_ 

General Courts-Martial.—At Boise Bks, I. T.. Jan. 24. 
Detail: Two officers of the Ist Cav.; one of the Pay and 
Med. Dept., and two of the 21st Inf. 

At Fort Gaston, Cal., Jan. 25. Detail: One officer of the 
Pay Dept.; three of the 8th Inf., and two of the 4th Art. 

At Fort Duncan, Tex., Jan. 28. Detail: One ofticer of the 
Med. Dept.; four of the 22d Inf., and two of the 8th Cav. 

= = () 

Bread Ration.—The ration of bread at Fort Snelling, 
Minn., is increased to 22 ounces, from Jan. 25, it having been 
impracticable to raise sufficient vegetables at that post last 
season (S. O. 15, Jan. 25, D. D.) 


——_o—_——— 

Military Prisoners.—The unexecuted portion of the sen- 
tence awarded Private John O'Leary, Co. H, ist Cav., is re- 
mitted (G. C.-M. O. 38, Dec. 20, D. C.) 

The unexecuted portion of the sentences awarded Private 
James C. Cottrell, Co. F, 2d Inf., and Private Henry Martin, 
Co. D, 2ist Inf., is remitted (G. C.-M. O. 1, Jan. 4, D. C.) 

The following named military prisoners, entitled to an 
abatement of five days per month for continuous good con- 
duct, may be discharged from the Fort Leavenworth Military 
Prison on the dates set opposite their respective names : 
Edward Sharts, Feb. 2, 1881; George A. Whitting, Feb. 5; 
Charles Ewings, Feb. 7; Asa E. Robinson, Feb. 8; Edward 
DM) Feb. 12; Martin Tempany, Feb. 18 (S. O. 20, Jan. 26, 


In consideration of his good conduct while undergoing 
sentence, the unexecuted portion of the sentence awarded 
Private John Leeman, Co. H, 21st Inf., is remitted (G. C.-M. 
O. 3, Jan. 13, D. C.) 

In the ease of Musician George White, Band 4th Art., the 
unexecuted portion of the sentence is remitted, for good 
— as e undergoing sentence (G. C.-M. O. 9, Jan. 20, 


—--0 

Board of Officers.—The Board of Officers assembled by 

r. 1, 8S. O. 196, series of 1880, from Hdgqrs Mil. Div. of 

acific, is reconvened to further consider and report upon the 
kind of coal recently delivered at posts in the Harbor of San 
Francisco, Cal. (S. O. 17, Jan. 25, M. D. P.) 

A Board of Officers will assemble at Alcatraz Island, Cal., 
on Jan. 27, to report upon the liability and responsibility for 
the loss of $94.75 belonging to the Battery fund of Bat. L, 
4th Art. Detail for the Board: ee John W. Roder, Ist 
Lieut. Sydney W. Taylor, and 2d Lieut. George L. Ander- 
son, 4th Art. (S. O. 17, Jan. 25, M. D. P.) 


—_——_o——_—— 

FireJat Fort Snelling.—A brilliant illumination was seen 
toward the western horizon about 8 o'clock last evening, 
which was evidently caused by a fire in the vicinity of Fort 
Snelling. Later it was learned that the post trader's store at 
the fort, owned by Wm. G. Robertson, was in flames, the 
fire having originated ——_ an explosion of a coal-oil lamp 
in the officers’ club room. The building burned very rapidly, 
and was entirely destroyed, despite all efforts to extinguish 
the flames. The fire caused a great deal of excitement at 
the fort. The garrison worked bravely to remove the goods 
from the burning building, but owing to the rapidity with 
which the flames spread, only part of the stock was saved. 
The surrounding country was illumined by the flames, 
making the bold and rugged scenery about the fort doubly 
icturesque. The loss was estimated at between $8,000 and 
F10,000. The insurance is $6,000.—Pioneer Press, Jan. 25. 








Affairs at Fort Randall, D. T.—A correspondent of the 





Daily Press and Dakotaian, writing from Fort Randall, Jan. 
12, says : Paymaster Sharp arrived on the 10th with his effi- 


cient clerk Mr. Young, paid the troops on the 11th, and left 
this morning for Sully....We have got through with the ize 
business. We have built 2 new ice house and have it filled 
full, some 700 tons of the clearest crystal you ever saw, 22 
inches thick....The commanding officer and Quartermaster 
Ritzius are busy making plans and specifications for new 
buildings to be erected next spring at this post—oflicers’ 
quarters and a fine quartermaster’s store-house, which work 
will be done by the troops....We are having very cold 
weather, lowest mercury 35 degrees below z2ro. A blizzard 
has just started this evening and it is blowing a gale. Plenty 
of sleighing, but we have few sleighs. We make up parties 
with big teams and take an old fashioned time....On New 
Year’s the officers spent the day in making calls, commencing 
with the commanding officer and winding up in the evening 
at Daniel Pratt’s, where Mrs. Pratt and Miss Lillie Fuller did 
the honors. At 8 o’clock the party sat down to a fine supper 
which would do credit to a city mansion....Lieut. John Me- 
Martin, 25th Infantry, is much missed about these times in 
the vounger circles, and he is anxiously expected to return. 
....Lhere was a wedding at this post last week—Commissary 
Sergeant Carpenter to Miss Ridall, daughter of Wm. Ridall, 
the wheelwright of the post, late of Yankton... .Lieutenant 
George Andrews, son of the colonel of the 25th, will in a few 
days take a six months’ leave. He will probably pass through 
Yankton....Last evening a complimentary party was given 
by the ladies and officers of the post to Miss Lillie Fuller. 
The affair was a very pleasurable occasion. Everybody was 
there and all are sorry to learn that she intends to leave soon 
for her home in Yankton. 








Instructions in Case of Fire at Whipple Barracks.—Gen. 
Willcox, in Special Orders No. 9, of Jan. 19, gives specitic 
instructions as to the duty required of soldiers, civilians, 
clerks, and others at Whipple Barracks, in case of fire, and 
directs proper fire apparatus to be kept on hand, ready for 
use on emergency. The orders are specific, and with a view 
to careful protection of the Government interests. 





Operations in Dakota.—We find the following notes in the 
roster of the Dept. of Dakota for January, 1881 : 

Dec. 13, 1880.—Capt. J. M. Bell, 7th Cav., with Co. F, 7th 
Cav., (60 men), and a detachment of 10 picked men from 
each of the companies of the 7th Inf. at Fort Buford, left 
that post for Camp Poplar River, M. T., arrived Dec. 14. 
Distance marched, 60 miles. 

Dec. 15, 1880.—Major Guido Ilges, 5th Infantry, with Com- 

anies A, B, C, F, and G, 5th Inf., (178 mounted men), left 

ort Keogh, M. T., for Camp Poplar River, M. T., to 
strengthen that post, arrived Dec. 24. Distance marched, 
about 135 miles. 

Major Ilges, with the garrison of Camp Poplar River, 
surrounded the camps of hostile Sioux Indians south of that 
post on the 2d of January, attacked them and compelled the 
surrender of about 300 Indians with their arms and ponies, 
without loss to the troops. One Indian killed. 

Capt. T. B. Dewees, 2d Cav., with Co. A, 2d Cav.., left 
Fort Keogh, Dec. 23, escorting train of supplies for Major 
Iiges’s command at Poplar River. Arrived Jan. 9. Same 
command escorted 23 additional Indian prisoners, captured 
and surrendered at Camp Poplar River to Fort Buford, and 
will return to Camp Poplar River. 

Jan. 6, 1881.—Capt. Bell, with Co. F, 7th Cay., left Camp 
Poplar River for Fort Buford, in charge of about 300 Indian 
prisoners, arrived Jan. 9. Distance marched, 60 miles. 

Companies H and L, 2d Cav.; Companies C, D, E, and K, 
18th Inf.; Capt. R. L. Morris, Jr., 18th Inf., commanding, 
left Fort Assinniboine, M. T., on the morning of Jan. 14, 
1881, to proceed down Milk River, towards its mouth. 

There are about 1,525 Indian prisoners of war at Fort 
Keogh, Mont. Ty. 











Fire at Whippie Bks.—The following despatch has been 
received at the War Department, dated Presidi>» of San Fran- 
cisco, Jan. 29, 1881: * Willcox telegraphs that the headquar- 
ters building of the Department of Arizona was destroyed by 
fire. The Chief Quartermaster of the Division asks that ap- 
plication be made to Congress for a special appropriation of 
$10,000 to rebuild these buildings ; this unless you can fur- 
nish that same from existing appropriations. 

**McDowELL, Major-General.” 








Affairs at Fort Sisseton.—A correspondent at this post 
sends us the following, under datz of Fort Sisseton, D. T., 
January 21, 1881 : About the Ist of last October, the greater 
portion of the enlisted men of Company F, 17th Infantry, or- 
ganized Sisseton Lodge, No. 20, I. O. G. T., and last evening 
ave their first annual reception and ball, in the new post 
ony building. It wasa great success. The hall was beau- 
tifully decorated with flags, looped up in graceful folds, 
while at each end stood two crossed guidons, the flags of 
each extended their full length, and fastened to the wall, 
while between each hung a cross, anchor, and heart, all being 
the work of Private Drew. The ball opened at eight o'clock, 
being largely attended by the ofticers and enlisted men of the 
garrison. At 12 o’clock a fine feast was served in the dining 
room of the company. This room, too, was handsomely 
hung with bunting, while beautiful paintings hung in profu- 
sion on the walls. Twenty-six couples sat down to the tables. 
Corporal Snyder and Private Shepler had charge of this sup- 
per. Afterwards, there was dancing again, the band being 
under the leadership of Prof. Schmidt. The ball was under 
the mansgement of Corporal Bennett. The enlisted men of 
Co. F, 17th Infantry, have reflected great credit on them- 
selves, not only in making the ball a success, but also in their 
noble purpose of —, from the use of intoxicating 
liquors. Captain Clarence E. Bennett justly feels proud of 
his noble company, and well he may. That they may con- 
tinue on in the way they have began, and others seeing 
their good works, do likewise, is the earnest wish of all. 
GRANITE STATE. 








Affairs at Fort D, A. Russell,—Our correspondent at this 
point writes, Jan. 31: ‘* Major Towar, Paymaster, U.S. A., 
and his clerk, Mr. E. Neide, returned to this post on Thurs- 
day, Jan. 28, after experiencing some severe storms in the 
Northern country, and made glad the hearts of the ‘ Boys in 
Blue’ (as well as the sutler) at this post by paying off on 
Friday. Of course the usual amount of gambling was car- 
ried on, apd at the time of writing only one casein the 
‘ mill.’....The officers and their ladies uf this post gave 4 
social hop on Friday evening, and all went ‘as merry as & 
church bell.’ Notwithstanding we had a fine day, at about 
8.15 a severe windstorm arose and continued all night, the 
snow flying and drifting, so that it was at the risk of life one 
would go 1,000 yards....For the first time in two months the 
band favored us with their music, in the shape of an open 
air concert, which is, indeed, quite a treat at this inclement 
season.” A previous letter from the same correspondent, 
dated Jan. 23, said: “The Brackett Social Club gave a calico 
hop on Thursday evening, Jan. 20, and over 50 coupies from 
Cheyenne, Camp Carlin, and this post, were present, and the 
‘light fantastic was tripped“ and enjoyed by all who partici- 
pated. Allof the officers and ladies of the post were pre- 
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sent. The club will continue to give their regular semi- 
monthly hops, and will give a grand ball on either Washing- 
ton’s Birthday (Feb. 22), or St. Patrick’s Day (March 17), 
perhaps both....Every day brings some discharged soldier 
to this post, who anxiously awaits the paymaster, and there 
are few re-eulistments.” Rea. 








INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


Tue following despatch has been received by General 


Terry : 
Camp PorLar River, M. T., Feb. 1, 1881. 
To Breck, Adjutant-General, Dept. of Dakota : 

Capt. Dewees, 2d Cavalry, with his company left this morn- 
ing for Fort Buford with sixty-four Indian prisoners under 
Chief Iron Dog, who surrendered to me on the 30th ult. 
There are eleven full grown men, and they turned over five 
guns and thirteen horses. Will send the horses with them. 
Capt. Dewees will reach Fort Buford on the 4th inst. Iron 
Dog came direct from Woody Mountain, down Poplar River. 
He is in a destitute condition, having been obliged to kill his 
horses en route for food. He reports no buffalo across the 
line, and says that Capt. Crozier, of the Canadian mounted 
police, sent him away. ; 

Allison, with his 390 hostiles, also passed the camp this 
morning ou his way to Fort Buford, where he will arrive on 
the 5th inst., and where they will surrender to Maj. Brother- 
ton, with their ponies and guns. 

I have sent Capt. Reid, 11th Infantry, with a small de- 
tachment, along to issue the necessary rations daily and to 
bring back the transportation loaded from Buford. I have 
sent all my available transportation along with the Indians 
so that the journey can be made speedily, as it is very cold 
and the women and children suffer severely. 

I expect hourly to hear from my scouts whom I sent to the 
line under Culbertson, and who will mform me of the loca- 
tion of Sitting Bull, his condition and strength. I still think 
that by going to the line with a well appointed force, such as 
I have, I can accomplish the surrender. 

Allison informs me that he hears from the Indians with 
him that a Canadian meunted police sergeant, with an inter- 
preter, came into the camp of Sitting Bull, on Milk River, the 
day before he fled across the river. I will on to-morrow 
gather up what is here and forward it to Buford. 

If nothing further is contemplated to be done by my com- 
mand I would like to return to Keogh by way of Buford, the 
other route being impracticable. Cannot the two companies 
for Buford come from Keogh? They could start well 
supplied, while my companies are not and need rest and 
home. ILGEs, 

Major 5th Infantry, commanding. 

A Fort Assinniboine, M. T., despatch of Feb. 3, says: 
Major Morris’ command has returned here from the ex- 
pedition down Milk River against Sitting Bull. The 
march was a long and hard one, the men most of the 
way encountered deep snow and intensely cold weather. 
Quite a number of officers and men were frost-bitten, 
but the command is generally in good condition. 

A Socorro, N. M., despatch of Jan. 24, says: ‘‘ We 
are having trouble at present with a remnant of Victoria’s 
band of Apaches, numbering about 45 all told. At San 
Marcial, about 20 miles south of this place, four per- 
sons were murdered by the red devils on Friday last— 
two men and two women. The women were outraged, 
and their bodies subjected to all manner of atrocities, 
too horrible to mention. In all about 25 persons have 
been killed by the savages in their raid—not more than 
from two to four at a time.” 

A Santa Fe despatch of Jan. 29, says: ‘‘There are 
several bands, consisting mostly of remnants of Vic- 
toria’s band, renegade Indians from Mescalero, and Com- 
manches, and also from Old Mexico, and are thought to 
be led by Victoria’s chiefs, Leca and Nana, and 
some renegade white men. Gen. Hatch is in the south- 
ern part of the Territory superintending operations, and 
this is the latest news from the field: Lieut. Manly, 
with a company of Indian scouts and twenty men of 
the 9th Cavalry is following a fresh trail in the Cabillo 
mountains leading south, and was but two hours behind 
yesterday. A compuny of infantry is following a fresh 
trail in the San Mateo mountains. Lieut. Humphrey, 
with companies C, D, and E, 9th Cavalry, is on the trail 
of a band of about 30 Indians in the black range. 
Rucker, with a company of the 9th Cavalry, is after a 
band on the east side of the Rio Grande, which attacked 
a buck-board near Cuchillo Negos and also nearly suc- 
ceeded in escaping to Se’den, six miles distant, losing 
his ambulance teams. Lieut. Shaffer, with company L, 
of the 8th Cavalry, is pat rolling the Petrillo mountains 

to head off any bands passing there. All trails seem to 
head south. The Indians are evidently endeavoring to 
get back into Mexico. Gen. Sheridan and party were 
at Fort Selden on the 26th. Sixteen Mescalero Indians 
surrendered four days ago to Col. Buel at Fort Stanton.” 
ae Messila, N. M., despatch of January 29th, to the 
McBlai, Press, says: ‘‘An ambulance containing Lieut. 
McBlain, lately assigned, going to Fort Cummings, was 
—— by Indians yesterday evening twenty miles 
‘ast of Fort Cummings and ten miles west of Mason’s 
Fone Leaving the ambulance the lieutenant and his 
river took to the rocks and brush, and both escaped and 
— back to Mason. Citizens of Donna Anna and 
94.000 counties have raised by private subscriptions 
¥4,000 and offer $100 reward tor each hostile Apache 
8calped.” 
pape a uations despatch of the same date to the same 
wey ra Sy wo Sheridan passed through on his 
Selpans Hi Ingate on the 26th. The maii between 
prere illsboro has been interrupted four times in 
pe aon and the drivers killed. Indians attacked a 
rte ai _ at Sapato, on the Hillsboro route. Yester- 
poe. Be Tet eight hours. There were only five men 
seer Ons e Indians finally gave up. Robiuson’s Engi- 
lene Ps returned with the loss of two men. Capt. 
Y, with 40 San Carlos Indian recruits, left for the 
mountains yesterday.” 








ADvicgs from Victoria, British Columbia, state that a fiving 
Squadron of the British navy, with two sons of the Prince of 
Wales on board the Bacchante, is expected there in June. 
The Marquis of Lorne’s suite will arrive, via San Francisco 
about the same date. 


SOME PERSONAL ITEMS. 


Pay Inspector J. A. Sarrn, U. 8. N., has returned to 
Washington with his bride, Miss Mary Bartlett, of Werren, 
Penn., and occupied his house in H street, near Eighteenth 
street. 

Tue wedding of Miss Hallie, eldest daughter of Mr. 
Carlisle Patterson, to Ensign C. McR. Winslow, U. 8. Navy, 
is expected to occur some time in February in New York 
city. Miss Nelson's brother married last fall a daughter of 
Admiral Rodgers. 

Gen. Davip B. McKresin, Major U. 8. Army, retired, is 
stopping for a few days at Willard’s Hotel, in company with 
his father, the Hon. Chambers McKibbin, of Chambersburg, 
Pa., a finely preserved old gentleman of 83 years of age. 
Though Gen. McKibbin’s present home is in Philadelphia he 
is strongly inclined to locate, for a season at least, at the Na- 
tional Capital. 

Cot. De Lancey Froyp-Jones has been visiting Washing- 
ton this week, and goes from there to Chicago, and thence to 
New Orleans. 

Koutes Post 82, G. A. R., will give a grand masquerade 
ball at the Germania Assembly Rooms, New York city, on 
Wednesday evening, Feb. 9. 

GEN. Jacos Fry, father of Gen. James B. Fry, U.S. A., 
died last week at his home at Kane, Greene county, Ill. He 
was of the advanced age of 83, and totally blind, having 
lost his sight through exposure in the early part of the war, 
while serving as colonel of the 61st Illinois Volunteers, 
which regiment he raised. He also served as colonel of the 
2d Illinois regiment of Mounted Voltigeurs in Black Hawk’s 
war of 1832. The remains were taken to Springfield, IL, 
and interred in Oak Ridge Cemetery with civic and military 
honors, Jan. 31. 

WE beg to acknowledge receipt of an invitation to the first 
annual reception and ball of Sisseton Lodge No. 20, I. O 
G. T., which was held at Fort Sisseton, Dakota, cn the even- 
ing of Jan. 20. 

CapEeT WHITTAKER was cxpected to make an address on 
the temperance question, at the Lee Avenue Baptist Church, 
Brooklyn, one afternoon this week, but he did not appear. 

Gen. B. B. Foster, who served during the war as assis- 
tant adjutant-general of volunteers and received the brevet 
of major-general, has been appointed chief clerk in the 
ofice of the District Attorney, Southern District of New 
York. 

Tue following Army officers were registered at the Adju- 
tant-General’s office during the week ending February 3, 
1881 : January 27th, 2d Lieut. W. J. Nicholson, 7th Caval- 
ry. lodgings in Georgetown, D. C., on leave of absence ; 1st 
Lieut. Russell H. Day, 6th Infantry, at the Ebbitt House, till 
January 31st. January 28th, Captain James Gilliss, A. Q. M., 


H street; 1st Lieut. W. H. Stouch, 3d Infantry, at Ebbitt, 
on leave of absence ; Ist Lieut. Henry Romeyn, 5th Infan- 
try, at the Ebbitt, on leave of absence from Hampton In- 
stitute, Va., where stationed ; Capt. A. D. Heap, Engineer 
Corps, at 2015 N street, till March 31st, by authority of 
Lighthouse Board. January 31st, Capt. George G. Mullins, 

Chaplain 25th Infantry, Assistant Army Education, on of- 
ficial business by direction of Secretary of War, at Ebbitt; 
Col. De Lancey Floyd Jones, U. 8. A., retired, at 1909 F 
street ; 2d Lieut. Frederick Marsh, ist Artillery, on leave of 
absence till March 6th, 1881, at 1214 G street ; 1st Lieut. R. 

A. Williams, 8th Cavalry, at 721 8th street, on leave of ab- 
sence. February {1st, Capt. L. 8. Tesson, Assistant Surgeon 
Medical Department, at Ebbitt ; 2d Lieut. J. A. Dupray, 23d 
Infantry, at 1107 13th street, until February 6th on leave of 
absence; 2d Lieut. Palmer Tilton, 20th Infantry, address 

Riggs and Co., bankers, on sick leave. February 2, Lieut. 

Col. Alexander J. Perry, Quartermaster's Department ; Col. 

and Brevet Brig.-Gen. James Oakes, retired, stopping at the 

Ebbitt House ; 2d Lieut. George Andrews, 25th Infantry, 

on leave of absence, lodging at the Ebbitt House; Brevet 

Major-Gen. George Stoneman, retired, at the Ebbitt House ; 

Captain J. G. Ramsay, (2d Artillery, on leave, at 734 17th 

street. 

Cart. JoserpH Lawson, 3d U. 8. Cavalry, died Sunday 

night, Jan. 30, at Fort Fred. Steele, Wyoming, of paralysis. 

Capt. Lawson at 40 entered the service as a 2d lieutenant in 

the 11th Kentucky Cavalry, Oct. 3, 1862, and became a 

captain Nov. 28 of the same year. He served through the 

Rebellion, and was mustered out July 17, 1865. He entered 

the U. 8S. Army Feb. 23, 1866, as a second lieutenant in the 

8d Cav.; was promoted to first lieutenant July 28, 1866, and | 
to captain Sept. 25, 1876. His death promotes 1st Lieut. 

Oscar Elting to a captaincy in the 3d Cavalry, and 2d Lieut. 

Joseph Cummings to a first lieutenancy. Capt. Lawson was 

born in Ireland and removed to Kentucky, where he was the 

proprietor of a grocery sture at some place near the Ohio 

boundary, and a resident also, we believe, of Cincinnati at 
one time. Though serving always among his juniors in our 

Army, Lawson asked no odds of younger men. There were 


joining station from detached service New York city, at 1105 | 


la wife. and four or five grown up children. The record in 
the Army anp Navy Jovurnat will show them how just a 
title their father had to honors in connection with the Milk 
River fight which are claimed for others. 

CommoporE WELLS’s article in the last number of the 
United Service on the ‘Return of the Resolu/e to the Queen 
of England,” is the result of a great;deal of research, and 
may serve as an‘obituary of this historical vessel, which has 
just been broken up. It is too long for us to copy it entire, 
and too interesting as a whole to be condensed. 

Gey. J. H. Porrer, of the Soldiers’ Home, has been in 
Wasliugton this week searching for the man who furnished 
him with an elaborate obituary in one of the Washingtoa 
papers, apropos to the death of young Potter, of the 
Geological Survey, who was murdered in New Mexico by 
three renegade Mexicans. The “Col. Potter” really killed 
is a nephew of ex-Governor Van Zandt, of Rhode Island. 

THE boys in the public schools of Paris are to be instructed 
in military drill, and for that purpose have been formed 
into companies and battalions, and furnished with rifles, 
bayonets, and unifoims. 

Iris denied that Gen. George B. McClellan is going to 
Europe with his family. They are expected to return to 
their home on Orange Monntain before summer. 

Tue board recently appointed by the Marine Hospital 
Service to examine candidates for appointment as Assistant 
Surgeons, has concluded its work. Out of a number of ap- 
plicants examined, only two were found qualified, viz.: Dr. 
Carmichael, of Oswego, ‘N. Y., and Dr, Armstrong, of St. 
Louis. These gentlemen have been recommended for ap- 
pointment. There are still two vacancies in the grade of 
Assistant Surgeon. Another board will be convened in 
about three months, or as soon as a sufficient number of ap- 
plications is filed to warrant it, for the purpose of filling the 
ist. 

CrarK McCrary, son of Judge McCrary, has been per- 
mitted to appear before the Examining Board at Washing- 
ton, to be examined as to his qualifications for appointment 
as Assistant Paymaster. The same privilege has been 
extended to Frank M. Ward, of Minn. Mr. Ferrell and Mr. 
Carpenter, both pay clerks, have been examined by the 
board. 

Rear Apmirat C. R, P. Ropaers, was called before the 
House Naval Committee, on Tuesday last, to give them some 
information concerning the duties and organization of the 
Marine Corps. 

Lievt. Q. O’M. Gittmore, ‘8th Cavalry, asks fur the re- 
imbursement of the money value (#368) of personal property 
lost by the vessel sinking in the Rio Royal Grande, while be- 
ing transported by the Quartermaster Department from Fort 
Ringgold, Texas, to West Point, N. Y. The petition accom- 
paning this claim, supported by proceedings of Board of Sur- 
vey, affidavits and certificates of quartermaster, transmitted by 
the Secretary of War to the House of Representatives, Jan 
20, 1881, is referred to the Military Committee. 

THe following officers registered at the Ebbitt House, 
Washington, during the week ending February 3, 1881: 
Army—\lst Lieut. H. B. Quimby, 25th Inf.; Capt. C. H. 
Hoyt, A. Q. M.; Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord, U. 8. A.; 2d Lieut. 
W. H. Wheeler, 11th Inf.; Asst. Surg. F. C. Ainsworth, Medi- 
cal Department ; 1st Lieut. W. H. W. James, 24th Infantry. 
Navy—Lieut. J. F. Meigs, Chief Enginecr E. Laws, Master 
H. 8. Waring, Civil Engineer F. C. Prindle, U. 8. N. 

Tue Secretary of War has transmitted to Congress the 
petition of Edward Golden and Chas. I’, Thomas, employees 
of the Q. M. Dept., asking for the value of their property 
lost in the fire at Gen. Sheridan's headquarters, Jan., 1879. 
Gen. Sheridan and Gen. Meigs approve the petition. The 








foremen of the Leavenworth military prison petition for $25 
a month extra pay for the time from Nov. 1, 1878, to June 
30, 1829, during which they received but $75 a month. An 
act of Congress, June 20, 1878, reduced their salaries to $75 
from $100 a month, but the Secretary of War recognizing 
their claim to the salaries under which they were employed, 
had authorized the payment to them from prison earnings 
of the sum of $25 per month after Nov. 1, 1878. This fund 
was not available, and until Congress recognized their righ 
to $100 by an act approved June 16, 1880, they receive but 


L 


fu. 

Tue N. Y. Tribune says: The late J. C. Ramsey, the bro- 
ther of the Secretary of War, who committed suicide last 
week, has left $10,000 to Marian, daughter of the Secretary, 
Mrs. D. B. Harmony, of Elizabeth, N. J., wife of Capt. 
Harmony, of the Tennessee, is visiting Admiral and Mrs. 
Almy, at 1019 Vermont avenue, Washington. 

Gen. Dante, McCuvrz, of the Pay Department, U. 8S. A., 
leaves this week for Lonisville, Ky., to return with Mrs. Mc- 
Clure, who was called there a fortnight ago by the illness of 
her mother. The latter has so far recovered as to be out of 
danger. 

Gen. Suxnrpan and his party reached Kansas City, Feb. 1, 
from New Mexico, on their return from a trip of inspection 
to points in that section, especially in the neighborhood of 





few he could not tire out in the saddle, and though his 
appearance was that of an invalid he had a wiry constitution ° 
which carried him through everything. He was about six | 
feet in height and of a slim build, and would be taken for a 
man even older than he was, his age at the time of his | 
death being 59 years and 11 months. He was naturally fond 
of a horse, was full of vim, and had the “‘pluck of the devil” 
—three good qualities in a cavalryman. Nobody could 
truthfully say that they ever knew him to shirk, and nobody 
could say that he was not a good fellow. He was in every 
way a trusty and honest soldier, with many points of origi- | 
nality in his character. Of his grade he has left few either | 





elder or better soldiers in our Army. His family consists of ° 


the recent Indian depredations. The party went as far 
south as El Paso and there took stages and made a journey 
of 250 miles to several posts on the extreme frontier. 

A Prescort, Arizona, despatch of Jan. 28, says: “A fire 
this morning destroyed the building containing the officers’ 
headquarters of the Department of Arizona. Only a smail 
part of the records were saved. There were several iron 
safes in the building containing money and valuable papers, 
the contents of which are thought to have been injured.” 

An entertainment was give at the Executive Mansion, 
Annapolis, by Mrs. Hamilton, wife of the Governor of Mary- 
land, on the evening of Jan. 27th, which was attended by 
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Miss Balch, daughter of Admiral Balch, Lieut. H. W. Schae- 
fer, U. S. N.; Lieut. Corwin P. Rees, U. 8. N.; Prof. J. M. 
Rice, U. 8. N., and others from the Naval Academy. 

Commopore Batpwy’s villa, “‘ Snug Harbor,” at Newport, 
has been rented for the coming season by Mr. Samuel F. 
Burger, of New York. 

Lrevr. E. 8. Farrow, 21st Infantry, is spending a portion 
of his leave of absence at Laurel, Del. He expects to stait 
for the West this week or next, unless he is ordered to We ¢ 
Point, which is not unlikely. 

J. H. Newson, late Paymaster, U.S. A., was taken from 
Governor's Island, N. Y., to the Albany Penitentiary, Feb. 1, 
in charge of Capt. E. Van A. Andruss, Ist Artillery. 

Untit the return of Col. F. T. Dent, 1st Artillery, from 
sick leave, Lieut.-Col. John M. £Brannan will command the 
regiment, without however changing his station from Fort 
Trumbull to Fort Adams. Col. Brannan is at present a mem- 
ber of the Whittaker court. 

Tue M. O. L. L. U. 8., Commandery of Pennsylvania, in ite 
memorial of the death (Nov. 18, 1880) of Brig.-Gen. Jacob 
Zeilin, U. 8S. Marine Corps, a companion of the order, pays a 
high tribute of respect to the deceased officer. It says of 
him that “ his life illustrated the motto of the corps—‘ Ever 
faithful ;* and among the honored dead, whose names have 
added lustre to, and must ever adorn our National Annals, 
few will stand more pre-eminent than that of the gallant 
soldier and gentleman whose loss we deplore.” 

Tue old officers of the Army will hear with regret of the 
death of Gen. John Love, which took place Sunday last at 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Gen. Love was a graduate of West 
Point of the class of 1841. He was appointed to the Ist 
Dragoons, in which regiment he served until 1853, when he 
resigned and settled at Indianapolis, where he had a host cf 
friends. He had been stationed there on recruiting service, 
and no officer of the Army ever made a better impression on 
the citizens than he did. Children innumerable were named 
after him, and we recollect well of seeing in 1846 a stage 
coach of the old style coming into Cincinnati with LizvTEn- 
ANT JoHN Love painted upon it. Gen. Love did excellent 
service in Mexico, and during the civil war. He was Brigade 
Inspector and afterwards Major General of the Indiana Vol- 
unteers. In 1863 he resigned from the volunteer service, but 
a few months afterwards he took command of a force which 
was raised to pursue John Morgan, whom he overtook 
and repulsed at Mount Vernon. He was engaged in various 
civil "pursuits, andj was for some years interested in the 
Gatling machine gun, for which he was the agent in Europe. 
Gen. Love was a man of the most vigorous and robust order, 
and his death at the comparatively early age of 60 will surprise 
his friends, who anticipated for him many more years of use- 
fulness. 

Cou. Morrow, 21st Infantry, who is now in New York, on 
duty in connection with the Whittaker court, witnessed a 
drill of the 7th regiment, National Guard, on the evening of 
Friday, Jan. 27, and was surprised and greatly pleased at the 
proficiency exhibited. Afterwards he visited the company 
and headquarters’ rooms, and was still more astonished. He 
humorously observed that one of his first duties on getting 
back to Puget Sound would be to send word to the War 
Authorities at Washington that they must be willing to take 
hints from the militia, and that in particular it would be well 
to fit up the headquarters at Puget Sound aftef the very 
comfortable pattern of the 7th regiment, New York National 
Guard. 

REFERRING to the death of Mrs. Gen. Thom, noted in a 
previous number of the Journat, a Portland, Me., paper 
says: Although she had suffered for two or three days from 
a very severe headache, such as she had been accustomed to 
for years, she was very much relieved on Friday and her re- 
covery was confidently expected until the very sudden and 
alarming change in symptoms, which occurred a few hours 
before her death. A post mortem examination confirmed the 
opinion expressed by her physicians that her death was 
caused by a sudden effusion of water at the base of the 
brain. Mrs. Thom possessed rare qualifications as a society 
leader, and her hospitality was noteworthy. She was one of 
the kindest of women, and many of our citizens are ac- 
quainted with her kindly deeds which will keep her memory 
green. 

Tue N. Y. Tribune of Jan. 30 says: Mrs. Goff, the wife of the 
new Secretary of the Navy, is described as a remarkably 
beautiful and gentle lady. She was, before her marriage, 
Miss Despard, of Clarksburg, West Virginia. The pair have 
two children—Guy, a handsome and intelligent boy of four- 
teen, and Percy, a bright, good-natured nine-years-old. 
® JoserH Courso.t, an Indian scout, in a recent conversa- 
tion with a reporter of the Pioneer Press, exhibited what he 
claimed to be ‘‘the watch chain worn by Gen. Custer at the 
time he was killed. It is a gold vest chain of a linked bar 
pattern, with a seal pendant. The engraved stone which was 
formerly set in the latter has been lost, and the cavity filled 
with red sealing wax. Coureoll obtained the chain from one 
of the Ogallalas at Red Cloud Agency lastsummer. He says 
the Indian had purchased the chain and watch from Ink-pa- 
duta’s son, who killed Custer. The Indian told him that 
Custer’s watch had been sold to a white man who was in the 
Hills. Coursoll says he saw Custer’s horse at Red Cloud 
Agency. The Indians prize the animal very highly, having 
given the captor ten ordinary horses for it.” 

Tue Castroville, Tex., Quill, of Jan. 23 says: It is with far 
more than ordinary regret that we chronicle the death of 
Capt. George Chilson, of the 8th U. S. Cavalry, which sad 
event occurred at Eagle Pass at the early hour of five o'clock 
last Thursday morning. Death was caused by a gunshot 
wound in the head, the fatal weapon being in the hands of 


the deceased. Friends claim that Capt. Chilson was laboring 
under a temporary fit of insanity at the time, and this is 
doubtless the case, for under no other circumstances would 
the brave and noble Chilson do such a rash and unfortunate 
deed. Capt. Chilson was in the prime of life, and had served 
his country long and well. He was a soldier sans peur, sans 
reproche, and a chivalrous and noble gentleman, Less ‘than 
two years since, he married his second wife, while stationed 
at Brownsville, who, with her little boy and a step-son, 
mourns his loss. His body was conveyed to San Antonio, 
and interred in the National Cemetery. Poor Chilson! His 
body is at rest ; his ashes will repose alongside those of his 
long dead comrades, until a loving and merciful God calls for 
the noble spirits who made the world happier vy their living. 

On Friday evening, January 28, says the N. Y. Tribune: 
‘George Washington Post No. 103, Grand Army of the Re- 
public, gave a reception at Delmonico’s, at which the officers 
elected for the following year were installed. The meeting- 
room was decorated with stands of colors, tricolored bunting, 
shields, guns, sabres, and bayonets, the latter being arranged 
in ornamental designs upon the walls. For the sentries at 
the door and within the room there stood a detail of Regu- 
lar soldiers and sailors from the Parchatan. The installa- 
tion was conducted according to the ritual of the Post by 
Past Department Commander Henry A. Barnum, After these 
exercises came a supper and darciug. The officers installed 
were as follows: Commander, Martin T. McMahon ; senior 
vice-commander, Henry E. Davies, Jr.; junior vice-comman- 
der, Lloyd Aspinwall; adjutant, Frederick T. Locke ; quar- 
termaster, ‘Thomas ©. Miles; officer of the day, Charles 
Fuller; surgeon, Charles Martin ; officer of the guard, Ivan 
Tailof ; sergeant-major, Charles Hatch ; and quartermaster- 
sergeant, Alfred Taylor. A hundred or more ladies were pre- 
sent. Among the guests were Gen. McClellan and wife, Gen. 
Di Cesnola, Gen. Sickles, and Gen. Ames, formerly Governor 
of Missiesippi.” 

Tue Vancouver Independent of Jan. 13 says: Paymaster J. 
P. Canby, yesterday disbursed two months’ pay to the troops 
at this post....Gen. H. A. Morrow and family departed for 
San Francisco, on their way to New York, on Saturday.... 
Gen. Frank Wheaton, in command of the Department, will 
probably arrive up from San Francisco on the next trip of 
the Columbia..... Capt. H. H. Pierce, 21st Infantry, who 
has a month's leave of absence, on Saturday departed for 
Southern California, to seek health benefits. ..Capt. Thos. 
McGregor, 1st Cavalry, has been appointed Judge-Advo- 
cate Dept. Columbia, and ordered to department headquar- 
ters for duty, from Fort Walla Walla....Lieut.-Col. Alex. 
Chambers, 2ist Infantry, who will command Vancouver 
Barracks, and his regiment duzing the absence of General 
Morrow, is expected down from Fort Lapwai this week. . 
Major Lewis C. Forsyth, Assistant Quartermaster at Camp 
Spokane, arrived at headquarters a few days ago, and left 
on Monday en route to Washington under orders, on busi- 
ness connected with his department....The wife of Capt. 
Stephen G. Whipple, 1st Cavalry, {who has been visiting 
friends at the post, left on Monday for Portland, en route 
to Fort Klamath. As her health is:improving she will re- 
main in Portland about two weeks....Most of the Hotch- 
kiss breech-loading rifles sent to this department for trial 
are now being turned over to the Vancouver Arsenal. The 
general impression seems to be that they are not so ser- 
viceable as the regulation Springfield rifle now in use.... 
Capt. Evan Miles, 21st Infantry, is now having the Depart- 
ment Rifle Range at Vancouver Barracks greatly improved. 
The target butts have been moved father back on the range, 
and the shooting at all the ranges will be from one stand. 
The Mili Plain wagon road will pass to the rear of the 
shooting stand, and neither marksmen nor teams will here- 
after interfere with one another....We have before men- 
tioned the establishment of the reading Joom at Vancouver 
Barracks. We are now permitted to give some particulars 
of its career for the month of December. The project has 
been so successful and the attendance of the soldiers so gen- 
eral that the officers of the 2ist Infantry are encouraged 
to make farther improvements. A second room is now de- 
voted entirely to reading and writing, and the large room 
to amusements alone. A bagatelle table has been placed in 
the room, and a number of the privates have clubbed to- 
gether and rented a billiard table, which will soon be set up. 
The attendance still increases. The average attendance each 
day in December was 14 from 1 to 4 P. m., 52 from 6 P. M. 
to tattoo, and 16 from tattoo to 10 Pp. ™m., making a daily 
average attendance of 82. The experiment has so far proved 
a grand success, and cannot result other than beneficially to 
the morale of the command. 

Gen. R. B. Ayres, 2d Artillery, has appointed 1st Lieut. 
George Mitchell his regimental adjutant in place of Lieut. 
Clarence O. Howard, who has recently gone on a six months’ 
leave of absence. 

Ir is rumored that Asst. Quartermaster-Gen. Rufus Ingalls 
will be relieved from duty at Chicago and assigned to duty in 
charge of the quartermaster’s depot New York city, lately 
vacated by Gen. L. C. Easton on retirement. Gen. Ingalls 
will be welcomed back to New York by a host of friends. 

Joun G. Wiiiock, of Lancaster, O., a brother-in-law of 
Gen. and Secretary Sherman, is said to be at the point of 
death. 

Tue proposition to erect a monument in Baltimore to the 
memory of the Maryland soldiers who died in the service of 
the Confederate States was revived at a meeting held in Balti- 
more Jan. 19. At the meeting Mr. Peters stated that he had 
in his possession about 300 medals of ‘‘ Stonewall” Jackson, 


struck in France by order of Col. Chas. Lamar, of Georgia, 
one to be presented to each man who had fought under Jack- 





son, 





Tue Boston Transcript of Jan. 31, says: ‘‘ Mrs. Lieut, 
Thackara, a daughter of Gen. Sherman, U.S. A., is seriously 
ill. Mrs. Sherman, the wife of the General, is at the Com- 
monwealth Hotel with her. Lieut. Thackara, U. 8. N., was 
unable to attend the Merchants’ Association dinner on ac- 
of the illness of his wife.” We learn that Mrs. Thackara is 
now considered out of danger. 

On Saturday evening, Jan. 29, Gen. Nelson A. Miles 
attended the dinner given by the Boston Merchants’ Associa- 
tion to Secretary Sherman, and in the course of the evening 
was called upon for a speech. As he arose in response to the 
call a gentleman at the tables called “tor “three cheers for 
the bravest and most successful soldier that Boston furnished 
for the war of the rebellion,” which were given with awill. TLe 
General briefly referred to his work on the Ponca commission, 
the result of which was made public in the published re- 
port. He believed that the time had come when every per- 
son, white, black or red, was entitled to the protection of and 
responsible to the laws of the country. He defended the 
Indians against the sweepiug charges made against them, 
and claimed that there were among them good as well as 
bad. 

On Thursday afternoon, Jan. 27, a regular meeting of the 
New York branch of the U. 8. Naval Institute was held at the 
Navy-yard. Lieut. Schwatka, 3d Cavalry, was expected to 
read a paper on Arctic navigation, but as he was not fully 
recovered from the recent fracture of his leg, and the 
weather was too severe for him to appear, the corre spondinz 
secretary, Lieut.-Commander R. M. G. Brown, U.8. N., com- 
manding the Alirm, read the paper for him. It proved to 
be a very interesting lecture on the needs and methods of 
Arctic exploration, illustrated from personal experience. 
The lecturer advised a vessel specially constructed by the 
Navy for Arctic exploration, preferring a wooden vessel to an 
iron, and one of 400 tons as the limit. The motive power 
should be steam. A vote of thanks was moved by Command- 
er Mazthews for the able paper. Chief Engineer Loring was 
unanimously elected vice-president of the New York branch 
of the institute, and Lieut. Brown was unanimously contin- 
ued in the office of corresponding secretary. Among those 
present were Captain Luce of the Minnesota, Commander 
Wiltse, Lieut. Speyers and Lieut. Hanford of the Alarm, 
Civil Engineer Prindle and several ladies. 

An Army officer on the Pacific coast sends us the following 
extract from a letter received by him from a prominent per- 
son in Washington: ‘* Enforced retirement I am becoming a 
convert to every day. Brevets for Indian service I am not 
much in favor of, as they afford an additional opportunity 
for the display of favoritism, which it is insinuated by ignor- 
ant people has too much to do already in Army matters. I 
do not}think will receive any promotion over the heads 
of his seniors in rank, and superior in many respects, until 
he does something more than it is suspected he has done. 
Am always glad to receive the news of officers who do not 
tight their battles on Axminstor carpets and waxen floors.” 

Tue President has approved the. bill placing Gen. E. 0.C. 
Ord on the retired list of the Army as a major-general, to the 
general satisfaction of every one, 

Gen. Geo. Crook has returned to his headquarters at 
Omaha from his recent brief trip to Washington. 

Secretary of the Navy Goff returned to Washington Jan. 
31 from a brief trip to West Virginia. 

By the death at Albany, on January 23, of Miss Catharine 
Quackenbush, at the age of eighty-cight years, a fortune of 
half a million will be distributed among her relatives. Capt. 
8. P. Quackenbush, U. 8. Navy, inherits about $70,090 : his 
nephew, John N. Quackenbush, of the Navy, one-third of 
that amount ; the wife of Lieut. Davis, U. 8. Navy, a son of 
the lete Admiral Davis, $70,000 ; Miss Quackenbush, of this 
city, about $25,000, ete.— Wushington Star, Jan. 31. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Bismarck Tribune writes, under 
date of Jan. 18, as follows: Maj. A. E. Bates, paymaster, 
arrived at this post late on the evening of the 12th of Jan., 
and on the following morning proceeded with the least pos- 
sible delay or ceremony to gladden the hearts of the boys by 
disbursing among us the due amount of finance....Capt. 





Rawn has been granted leave of absence for tive months 
and contemplates going to Pennsylvania as soon as he be- 
comes strong enough to travel with safety....The telegraph 


line refusing to work westward from the post, this morning, 
Manager Gordon with a corporal and private started at noon 
on a repairing tour....1st Sergt. M. H. Wilson and Private 
Obern left on the 15th for Grinnell’s as escort to Lieut. W, 
W. Robinson, en route to Fort Buford, D. T....Fort Steven- 
son has had several fires of more or less magnitude during 
the fall and winter, the latest being an incipient blaze in 
Commissary Sergt. Fillbrook’s room with no more serious 
result than the burning of a large holo in the fivor, though 
it is extremely fortunate that it was discovered so soon, a8 
with a little more headway it would have been beyond con- 
trol by any possible means at hand and a great many of the 
buildings in the garrison must have been burned... . Private 
Tackey while engaged in loading a sled with ice a few days 
ago, fell with a large piece in such a manner as to crush the 
first finger of his left hand so seriously as to necessitate am- 
putation....A splendid lot of very fine ice is now being 
secured for next.summer’s use. 

Tue Bismarck Tribune, of Jan. 21, says: Lieut. Geo. 8. 
Grimes, now on signal duty at Bismarck, has been transfer- 
red from Battery L, 2d Artillery, to Battery H..... Lieut. J. 
C. F. Tillson, 5th Infantry, was in the city Wednesday. He 
returned from the east Saturday..... Major A. E. Bates, Pay- 
master, U. 8. A., was unable to get to the Little Missouri to 
pay the troops, therefore he left for the east Saturday....- 
Lieut. Chas. A. Varnum, 7th Cavalry, is at Washington, hay- 
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ng just returned from visiting his family in Florida. He 

will return to his post in February. 

Tue Cheyenne Leader, of Jan. 27, says: Among the west 
bound passengers, yesterday, were Major W. M. Notson, 
surgeon ; Capt. J. H. Patterson, 20th Infantry, and Lieut. J. 
T. Kirkman, 10th Infantry. They were en route to Fort Doug- 
lass, Utah.....A detachment of 50 recruits were taken 
through on No. 3 yesterday to Fort Douglass for the 14th 
Infantry. They were in charge of Captain J. H. Patterson, 
20th Infantry. 

Tue House Committee on Military Affairs in recommending 
the passage of the bill putting Brevet Major-Gen. William 
N. Averell on the retired list, say, ‘* We cannot be mistaken 
in saying that in the innumerable examples of patriotic ser- 
vice furnished by the late war, no one combines in it more 
of constant and protracted exposure, danger, and exhausting 
toil, greater demand for vigilance, sagacity, energy, and 
self-reliant command, more masterly ability, both in plan 
and execution, or more uniform success in campaign or bat- 
tle, than is shown in the services of Gen. Averell.” They give 
a synopsis of the General’s Regular Army record, a list of 
his battles and a letter from the late Surgeon N. D. Stewart, 
in regard to which they say: ‘‘It will be seen that this offi- 
cer was @ member of Gen. Averell’s staff, was his constant 
companion throughout the late war, and ig, of all others, per- 
haps the most competent person living to give true and 
full information as to the arduousness of the general's 
services, the nature and effect of his wounds and disabilities, 
and the causes thereof, and of the danger to his life to be 
apprehended from his continuing in the service after the 
period at which his growing disabilities compelled him to 
resign, as explained by Dr. Stewart in his said letter.” 

A CORRESPONDENT sends us a slip from a Wisconsin paper, 
consisting of a telegraphic item of Army appointments, 
which contains a blunder, either in name or rank in the case 
of every officer mentioned, The names appear as A. David 
Wayne, to be judge advocate general ; Col. George L. Frebi- 
gir, to be assistant paymaster general ; Charles Henry Whip- 
ple and William H. Comegiss, to be paymasters with rank of 
major, lieutenant ; Col. 8. B. Holobird, to be assistant quar- 
termaster-general ; Major W. Mercers, to be deputy quar- 
termaster-general ; Captain James Gillis, to be quarter- 
master; Col. Chas. H. Tomplains to be assistant quarter- 
master-general ; Major Charles G. Samtelle to be deputy 
quartermaster-general; Captain J. Eckerson, Assistant Quar- 
master-General, to be quartermaster- general, with the rank 
of major; 1st Lieuts. Charles R. Barnew, of the 58th Artil- 
lery, and ©. A, H. McCauly, 3d Cavalry, to be assistant 
quartermaster generals with rank of captain. Byron's 
definition of military glory as dying in a ditch, and having 
your name spelt wrong in the gazette, is a small {affair to 
this. 

A correspondent pays this well-turned compliment : ‘‘ The 
numerous friends and admirers of Mrs. Susie B. Brechemin, 
wife of Dr. Louis Brechemin, U. 8. Army, formerly of Phila- 
delphia, Penn., now stationed at Fort Meade, Dakota, will 
be pleased to learn that at an aimateur musicale recently 
given in Deadwood, the capital of the Black Hills 
golden region, her rich soprano yoice was pronounced by 
competent critics as superb and faultless in execution—win- 
ning for her from a cultured and discriminating audience re- 
peated encores. Those who a few years ago in Philadel- 
phia had the pleasure of hearing the brilliant voice of 
this gifted lady will be charmed to learn, that in the distant 
region wherein she is now sojourning, and where gold is the 
standard of excellence, her sweet nofes are always above 
par and command the hizhest premium—the admiration 
and applaud of her host of friands.” 

Tue Yellowstone Journal of Jan. 15, says: A work of art 
in which the people of this section may be expected to fee; 
some interest is the forthcoming painting of ‘* Custer’s last 
rally” which is being executed in Kansas City by Mr. John 
Mulvaney. The artist has been engaged on this work for 
about two years, and expects to complete it early next spring. 

Tue Government Printing-office is almost daily in receipt 
of letters from medical men asking where they can obtain 
copies of the Medical and Surgical History of the War. A 
bill has recently been introduced in Congress which author- 
izes the printing of an edition of 50,000 copies of each of the 
four volumes heretofore issued. The fifth volume is now go- 
ing through the press. Should the bill become a law these 
books will be gratuitously distributed by members of Con- 
gress, 

An old colored man named J. Lewis, has just died at 
Cambridge, Kings County, N. 8. He wasa slave on board 
the United States frigate Chesapeake at the time she was 
captured by the British frigate Shannon in 1813, and was 
carried to Halifax by the victors. 

Cart. Eaps quotes Commodvre Shufeldt, U. 8. N., Gen. 
Gillmore, U. 8. A., Capt. Edward Hartt, U. 8. Naval Con- 
structor, Mr. E. J. Reed, the British expert, and General 
Beauregard amongst those favoring his ship canal project. 

Commopore A. S. CROWNINSHIELD, U.S. N., writes to the 
New York Wor'd that the Tehuantepec railway project of 
Capt. Eads must be experimental at best, and that it is not 
at all certain that ships so taken up will not be seriously in- 
jured. On the other hand, the Nicaragua route has about it 
no elements of uncertainty. Mr. John Lenthall, formerly 
Chief Naval Constructor, U. 8. N., is also spoken of as 
against the railway plan and in favor of the Nicaragua. 

A Navy"officer™writes to the Journat as follows: The 
brevity of Commodore Perry’s despatch to the Secretary 
of the Navy after the battle of Lake Erie, and before the age 
of telegraphic despatches, has often been the subject of 
eulogy and comment: ‘‘ We have met the enemy and they 


are ours. Two ships, two brigs, one schooner, and one sloop. 
Yuurs with great respect and esteem, O. H. Perry.” But 
the laconic brevity of this despatch is paralleled by the fol- 
lowing a century earlier; ‘“‘ Canterbury, off Syracuse, Aug. 
16, 1718. Sir: We have taken and destroyed all the Spanish 
ships and vessels that were upon this coast, the number as 
per margin. I am, ete., George Walton. To Sir George 
Byng, Commander-in-Chief, etc.” 

Gen. Hazen has recommended to the Secretary of War that 
the name of Fort Whipple be changed to Fort Myer, in 
memory of the late chief signal officer. A correspondent of 
the Washington Evening Siar, commenting upon this re- 
commendation, says;: ‘‘Complimentary to the memory of a 
worthy officer, no doubt, but of doubtful propriety, is the 
change of name of Fort Whipple across the jiver, to Fort 
Myer, which the morning papers announce as proposed. 
Possibly, it may be well to rotate the names of our forts 
among the names of the distinguished dead, giving each a 
chance for a limited time, but it is a plan now for the first 
time suggested, and it should be adopted only after mature 
consideration.” 

From a report made by Lieut.-Col. A. J. Dallas, 25th Inf., 
commanding at Fort Duncan, Texas, in the case of the late 
Capt. Chilson, 8th Cavalry, it appears that he exhibited 
marked signs of insanity ou the day previous to his decease : 
calling upon Col. Dallas and stating that his life was in dan- 
ger, that attempts would be made that night to murder him 
by the people of Texas, and that this hostility towards him 
grew out of the fact that he had acted as counsel for an 
ofticer of the 20th Infantry in a late trial, etc. He had been 
apparently pacitied by being allowed an extra sentinel before 
his quarters, and the presence cf his ist sergeant in an ad- 
joining room, but suddenly, the next morning, without any 
warning in time for anyone to interfere, he darted from his 
bed into another room, seized a carbine and placing the muz- 
zle to his forehead discharged the piece in such a manner as 
to cause the ball to pass directly through his head. His death 
must have been instantaneous. The report ends as follows: 
“ Capt. Chilson was an amiable and pleasant gentleman and 
The disaster which has 6vertaken him, I am 


” 


a good officer. 
informed, resulted from an hereditary disposition to insanity. 

GEN. Grant is to preside at a meeting of the Young 
Men’s Central Republican Club of King’s County, New York, 
to be held at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, Feb. 9th. 

Tue Annapolis correspondent of the Baltimore Sun, under 
date of Jan. 11, writes: ‘‘Ensign E. M. Katz reported at the 
Naval Academy to-day for temporary duty....The United 
States sloop Dale and steamer Standish left to-day, at 11 
o'clock, for Nurfolk, for repairs for the summer cruise of the 
cadets. The steamer Phlox went in tow of the Dale. Lieut.- 
Commander John Schonler was in charge of the two vessels.” 
In the war of Isthmian argument going on between Ad- 
miral Ammen and Captain Eads, the former says that Lieut.- 
Commander Gorringe, U. 8S. N., who had charge of and 
transported the obelisk across the water to New York, writes 
as follows: ‘‘However successful Captain Eads may be in 
moving a laden ship across such a distance, over such vary- 
ing grades, the ship would not float on reaching the point 
where the floating would be a matter of some importance. 
The jarring in motion, no less than the development of 
strains not provided for in ship construction, must inevitably 
open every seam and cause every rivet to leak.” 

A Forr Buford telegram of Jan. 30, to the Chicago Inter- 
Ocean says: ‘Lieut. Booth, Company B, 7th Iufantry, 
reached here to-day, four days out from Poplar River, with 
a detachment of thirty men from this post. The last snow- 
fail was about four inches, dry in quality, and drifted so that 
a road had to be broken all the way—a labor of no small 
difficulty. Officers and men were willing to undergo greater 
hardship, however, in order to reach the comforts of this, 
their proper post, after the exposure and unpicturesque 
ruggedness of Poplar River. Officers and men have endured 
the severest hardships without murmuring, and the only 
regret expressed is that the results attained have not been 
greater, though that they have not been is in no way the act 
of the active participants. The Paymaster was unable to 
continue his journey to Poplar River yesterday on account of 
the snow drifts, but hopes to be able to get through to-mor- 
row. The Indians imprisoned here remain quiet and con- 
tinue to express themselves as more than satisfied. Major 
Brotherton does not trust them in the least, however, and has 
detailed Lieut. Robinson as Provost Marshal, with such in- 


ost.” 

5 Secretary of War Ramsey returned to Washington this 
week from attending his brother’s funeral at St. Paul. 

A pespatcH from Washington says that the findings of the 
General Court-martial in the case of 2d Lieutenant J. H. 
Lane, 25th Infantry, recently nominated by the President 
and confirmed by the Senate as Ist Lieutenant, have been 
received at the office of the Judge-Advocate-General. The 
Court-martial recommends Lane’s dismissal from the Service. 

Tuer Vancouver Independent, of Jan. 20, says: The absence 
of mail and telegraph facilities for ten days makes business 
dull at headquarters....Gen. G. B. Dandy, Disbursing Quar- 
termaster, Portland, Or., was at headquarters on Friday 


a few of the boys in blue after pay day has resulted in rein- 
forcements to the shovel brigade at the post, and more 
cleanliness of the walks and roads is the fulfillment of the 
penalty....Lieut.-Col. Alex. Chambers, 21st Infantry, tele- 
graphed on the 13th that prevailing storms prevented his 
immediate departure from Fort Lapwai for this post, and it 
is still uncertain when he can come down....Lieut. A. BR. 
Egbert’s raw recruits are getting the rawness somewhat worn 





structions as will insure the more complete discipline of the | 


21 
engaged as a member of a Board of Survey....The antics of | 


off by persistent drilling at the barracks, and by the time 
they go forward to their posts they will no longer be set down 
as on the half-shell....Capt. James Miller, 2d Infantry, who 
accompanied Gen, Wheaton to San Francisco, arrived up on 
Friday, and is now at the post awaiting the opemng of navi- 
gation on the upper Columbia, when he will return to Fort 
Cour d’Alene....Major Joel G. Trimble, 1st Cavalry, has 
recently written an account of the Nez Perce war, which cer- 
tainly gives that tribe all the credit any body could ask, and 
published the same in the Walla Walla Union. He draws a 
mild bow for one who has hunted Indians so hard....Last 
Friday there was another episode at the garrison, two 
episodes, both boys, twins in fact, presented by the wife of 
Major John A. Kress, of the Ordnance Department. This is 
the second pair of twins at the garrison within two months, 
and if this sort of thing goes on much longer none but single 
men will consent to be assigned to Vancouver Barracks.... 
In view of the prevalence of scarlet fever as an epidemic in 
Portland, Major John Moore, Medical Director of the De- 
partment of the Columbia, has written a letter advising the 
people of the garrison and of Vancouver town to prevent any 
children from visiting Portland during the prevalence of the 
epidemic, and cautioning every one concerning entering 
rooms where there has been scarlet fever. The recommend- 
ations of the letter are timely, and should be strictly followed 
by allour people. Orders will be issued at the garrison to 
enforce proper precautions. 

Tae ex-Empress Eugenie sees in Captain Slade of the Bri- 
tish army a wonderful resemblance to her son, the late ex- 
Prince Imperial. Captain Slade’s wife has been offered by 
Queen Victoria a suite of apartments at Hampton Court. 

Tue widow of Gen. Thomas is living in Troy in comfort- 
able circumstances, the Press says, although she receives no 
pension from the Government. 

QUARTERMASTER-GEN. Meas has lately written a letter to 
confirm the statement that Hooker fought the battle of 
Lookout Mountain above the clouds. “I thought at the 
time,” says Gen. Meigs, “‘that the clouds (mists for those 
who prefer the term) saved our Army a good many lives, and 
was a great assistance to it in carrying the mountain.” 

Tue house built in Washington by Commodore Decatur, 
and afterward occupied by Judah P. Benjamin, is now in 
possession of Gen. Beale, and Gen, Grant becomes a guest in 
it while in Washington. 

TueE Chicago Times says : Gen. Delos B. Sacket, who was 
on Friday confirmed by the Senate to be Inspector-General 
of the Army, is intimately and well known to many of our 
citizens, having been on duty at Gen. Sheridan’s headquar- 
ters as Inspector-General of the Military Division of the 
Mizsouri for the past five or six years. A man of fine 
presence, courtly in manner and soldierly in address, he is 
regarded as one of the most accomplished officers in the 
Army, and is exceedingly popular both in and out of mili- 
tary circles. His promotion st this time will be especially 
gratifying to the officers of the Army, for it is conceded that 
it has been fairly and honorably won by long, faithful, and 
distinguished services, and he will bring to his new position 
| au immense amount of practical knowledge that cannot fail 
to be of benefit to the Army, and his qualities as an executive 
officer will be brought into full play in case a reorganization 
of the militia of the States is decided upon by the various 
State legislatures. Gen. Sacket will be greatly missed from 
this city by his friends, but a warm and hearty welcome 
awaits him in Washington, where he will go upon his return 
from New Mexico, where he is now engaged with the Lieu- 
tenant-General in inspecting certain railway points in regard 
| to the construction of new Army posts. 
| A-wrireR in the St. Louis Republican says of the promo- 
| tion of Col. Chas. H. Tompkins : A son of Col. D. D. Tomp- 
kins, Quartermaster U. 8S. Army, an officer of the old regime 
and prominent in the Mexican war, he was appointed a cadet 
‘at West Point in 1854, from which he was dismissed (or re- 
| signed) for “hazing,” probably, or some other youthful 
‘escapade. Determined to be a soldier at all hazards, he en- 
' listed as a private in the mounted service in 1856, and was 
assigned to Co. I, lst regiment dragoons; was promoted 
| corporal and sergeant, and discharged at the expiration of 
| his term of service in 1861. At the commencement of the 
late war of the Rebellion, readily securing the appointment 
of second lieutenant in the cavalry, he was promoted to first 
lieutenant within a month, and appointed captain and assist- 
ant quartermaster within within six months from the date of 
his first commission. Subsequently appointed colonel of the 
| Ist Vermont Cavalry (volunteers) he served with distinction 
in the Army of the Potomac, was brevetted for gallant con- 
' duct at Fairfax Court-house, Va., and in the campaigns of 
Gens. Banks and McDowell—and afterward brigadier-gen- 
eral for faithful and meritorious service during the war. Not 
‘ being in the service at the date of his first appointment, it 
did not come under the head of “promotions from the 
ranks,” and yet having served an enlistment, his appointment 
is regarded as due to his previous services as a meritorious 
non-commissioned officer. He has the proud distinction of 
' being the officer highest in rank of the large number pro- 
' moted from tne ravks, or of those who have served a period 
of enlistment in the ranks. 

Tue Norfolk Landmark of Jan. 39, says: Chief Engineer 
F. CG. Dale and family left last night for Washington. The 
' new chief reports on Tuesday....Lieut. W. C. Gibson re- 
' ported for duty yesterday as executive officer of the United 
' States steamer Yantic. 

Lieut. E. R. Moore, now stationed at the Naval Observa- 
‘tory, is with his family residing at 2022 G street, Washington. 
| Mrs. Moore and her sister Miss Maude Carleton, are daughters 
jot the late Gen. James Henry Carleton, U. 8. A. These 
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ladies are direct descendants of Lord Dorchester, Sir Guy 
Carleton and Gen. James Wolfe, also George Clinton of 
Revolutionary fame, and cousins to Gen. James Longstreet. 


Tue Bismarck Tribune, of January 28th, says: The 
‘* Custer Avengers” of Co, L, 7th Cavalry, will give a grand 
farewell ball at Fort Lincoln, on the evening of the 3d of 
the next month....If the Bismarck boys want a good time, 
they can do no better than to visit Fort Linco!n next Thurs- 
day night, the occasion being the party to be given by Com- 
pany L. 

Ir is rumored that Chief Engineer Wm. H. King will be 
ordered to this yard in charge of the Steam Engineering De- 
partment. The many friends of Mr. King would be pleased 
to see him in charge of the Department here. His time is 
nearly out in charge of the Steam Engineering store. 

2p Lieut. H. O. 8. Hetstanp, 11th Infantry, contributes 
to Frank Leslie’s illustrated paper of Feb. 12th, four spirited 
sketches of the engagement between Major Iiges’s troops and 
the hostile Uncapapa Sioux on the Missvuri River. 

Ligvt.-Cou. Franxiin E. Hunt, late Deputy Paymaster 
General, whose death is reported to have occurred at Fort 
Leavenworth on the 2d of Feb., 1881, wasa native of New 
Jersey, and graduated at West Point in 1829. He re- 
ceived his promotion in the several grades of 2d and Ist Lieut. 
ani Captain in the 4th Artillery. Entering the Pay Depart- 
ment in March 1855, he was retired June 7th, 1879, being 
then over 62 years of age, and having served over 45 years. 
He received the brevet of Lieut.-Col. for faithful and meri- 
torious service during the War of the Rebellion. The death 
of Lieut.-Col. Hunt creates another vacancy on the retired- 
list. 

Lievr. A. M. Fuxuer, 2d Cayalry, acted as best man at the 
mrrriage of Miss Violet B. Beale and Mr. George C. Bloomer, 
which cereinony came off at Epiphany Church, Washington, 
D. C., onthe evening of the 2d of Feb., the Right Rev. 
Bishop Pinckney, of the Maryland Diocesan, officiating. 

CuaPLaIn GeorGe G. M viuins, of the 25th Infantry, is 
again in Washington on business connected with the ‘ Edu- 
cation in the Army.” He is indefatigable in his attention to 
this subject and reports everything pertaining to it in a pros- 
perous condition. The only drawbacks are that men and 
pecuniary means are not available to carry into effect all the 
changes projected. His great success in New York was re- 
ferred to in last week's JouRNAL. 

Tue marriage of ex-Judge Charles A. Peabody and Miss 
Mary E. Hamilton, was celebrated at noon on Thursday at 
the residence of the bride’s brother-in-law, Gen. George W. 
Cullum, 5th avenue and 32d street, N. Y. The bride, a 
granddaughter of Alexander Hamilton and a cousin of Mrs. 
William Astor, was given away by her brother, Gen. Schuyler 
Hamilton. She was dressed in olive velvet trimmed with lace 
and pearls. The number of invited guests was large. Music 
was furnished by an orchestra concealed in the conservatory. 


Tue name of Paymaster Rodoey Smith, nominated to the 
Senate for promotion to Deputy Paymaster General on the 
24th of January, was omitted in last week's issue of the 
JOURNAL, a3 no date could be placed upon it at the War 
Department, in consequence of a protest filed by one or 
more paymasters, ‘standing on the Register below Major 
Smith respecting his relative rank in the corps. It was 
thought that the nomination might be withdrawn until this 
question had been authoritatively settled. Major Charles 
M. Terrell claims that the appointment as additional 
paymaster, ;which he received June 30, 1862, was in the 
Regular Army, and that he has been continuously in the 
service ever since. If this claim, which has been submitted 
to the Attorney-General, were allowed, Col. Smith would 
be ranked by Major Terrell and others who now follow him 
on the Army Register. 

Tue petition of the commissioned officers of the 6th Cay- 
alry against the restoration of certain officers, which was 
referred to in the Journat of January 29th, was sent to the 
House of Representatives by the Secretary of War January 
20th, 1881. It covers thecase not only of the officers 
named, but of any other officers who may seek restoration 
without full investigation, in which their former command- 
ers and all interested officers may be heard. This petition 
was forwarded with the signatures of fifteen officers of the 
regiment by endorsement, dated May 13th, 1880, stating that 
other copies would be forwarded after submission to other 
officers who were then absent mostly in the field. It is finally 
submitted on the 23d of December, 1830, with the signatures 
of 3t officers, by Col. Carr, through the regular channels, 

Wx beg to acknowledge receipt of an invitation to the 
Calico hop, given at Kort Dodge, Kansas, by the enlisted 
men, one evening last week. 

Cart. F. L. Guenther, 5th U. 8. Artillery, on leave of ab- 
sence from Newport Barracks, Ky., is visiting temporarily at 
59 East 83d street, New York city. 

Tue Naval Board for the examination of pay officers re- 
assembled at the Navy Department this week, after a recess 
of a few days. Among those ordered before the Board, with 
the view to their appointment as paymasters in the Navy, are 
a son of ex-Secretary of War and Judge McCrary, Pay Clerk 
Danl. Farrell, Jr., of the Navy, I. T. Van Patten, and W. B. 
Wilcox. 

A Wasnineton despatch, of Feb. 1, says: The party to- 
night at General Sherman's residence, in 15th street, was a 
brilliant affair. A raging snowstorm did not deter people 
from attending, nor was the dreesing any the less elegant. Miss 
Sherman and Miss Rachel assisted their father in receiving. 
They were further assisted by their guest, Miss Sherman. 

Gey. Hazen has made some changes in the details of 
officers on signal service in Washington, 








Lieut. F. Scuwatxa, 3d Cavalry, has written a letter 
favoring a search expedition for the Jeanneite. 

Lieut. GeorcE P. Scriven, 3d Artillery, on leave of ab- 
sence, passed through Chicago last week. Captains W. L. 
Kellogg and F. E. Lacey, and Lieuts. E. O. Gibson and C. 8S. 
Burbank of the 10th Inf., registered at the Hdqrs. Mil. Div. 
of the Missouri, en route to Rock Island Arsenal to attend a 
General Court-martial. 

Commodore T. 8. Phelps, U. 8. N., reviews in detail, and 
with very sharp adverse criticism, the late letter of General 
Beauregard to Captain Eads, in support of the ship ‘railway 
canal, 

Tue students of the military department of Asbrry Uni- 
versity, Indiana, recently gave a dinner at the “entral 
House, Greencastle, Ind., to Capt. D. D. Wheeler, A. Q. M. 
U. 8. A., formerly Professor of Military Science and Tactics 
at the University. The reception was cordial and brilliant, 
and many complimentary speeches were made. Captain 
Wheeler has gone to his station in Montana. 

Tue New York Commandery, M. O. L. L. U. S., had a fine 
time at its monthly banquet at Delmonico’s this week. Major 
A. B. Gardner, U. 8. A., was invested a member of the coun- 
cil, vice General Chauncey McKeever, resigned, and the fol- 
lowing were elected members: Col. C. L. Long, Gen. J. B. 
Carr, Lieut.-Col. H. E. Lord, and Capt. A. B. Beers. 


Tue following verses, from the poem ‘Our Home—Our 
Country,” contributed by Oliver Wendell Holmes, recently 
to the 250th anniversary of the settlement of Cambridge, 
Mass., his native city, will strike a sympathetic chord in more 
than one reader of the JourNAL : 


From Pisa’s tower my straining sight 
Roamed wandering leagues away, 
When lo! a frivate’s banner bright, 
The starry blue, the red, the white, 
In far Livorno’s bay. 


Hot leaps the life-blood from my heart, 
F. rth springs the sudden tear; 

The ship that rocks by yonver mart 

Is of my land, my life, a part— 
Home, home, sweet home is here! 


So rose the p'cture full in view 

I paint in feebier rong; 
Such power the seamless banner knew 
of and white and starry b.ue 

For exiles banished long. 


O boys, dear boys, who wit as men 
To guard its heaven-bright folds, 

Bles: are the eyes tha’ see + gain 

That banner, seamless now, as then— 
The faiiest earth beholds! 








Tue Jointep Gun.—A pattern has been sealed to 
govern the manufacture of a 7-pounder rifled muzzle- 
loading steel gun of 400 pounds (Mark 1), with the 
necessary sights and fittings. The gun consists of two 
portions, the breech portion and the muzzle portion. 

The breech portion is arranged to contain the charge 
and projectile. It is formed out of asolid block of 
steel; the rear end is turned in the usual manner, while 
the front end is screwed to receive the junction nut. 
This nut cannot be removed from the chase by reason 
of the sight ring, which is permanently attached to the 
chase. The chase has a muzzle swell for purposes of 
strength. The two parts of the gun are united by 
means of the junction nut and the screw on the breech 
portion referred to, in conjunction with a spigot and 
faucet joint. A gas ring is introduced at the joint to 
prevent any escape of gas. A key or feather on the 
muzzle portion agrees with a keyway or recess in the 
breech, ensuring that the two parts come together cor- 
rectly. The union of the two portions of the gun is 
effected by turning the junction nut or trunnion piece, 
until the whole is screwed together, after which a few 
moderate blows in the trunnion, judiciously applied, 
suffice to ensure the efficacy of the screwing up. The 
directions in which the trunnion nut are to revolve are 
indicated by the words ‘‘slacken” and “tighten,” 
which are stamped above the trunnions. The trunnion 
nut is home when the line on its rear face accords with 
a similar line upon the top of the breech, and it should 
not be screwed beyond this point. 

Weight of gun—breech portion 201 lb., muzzle 
199 lb.—400 Ib. ; preponderance, 16 lb. ; length of gun, 
70.45 in.; length of bore, 66.5 in.; calibre, 2} in. ; 
chamber—diameter, 2.56 in. ; length, 11.07; capacity, 
54 cubic inches: rifling—number of grooves, eight; 
twist, increasing from one in eighty calibres at breech 
to one turn in thirty calibres at 3.53 in. from muzzle, 
then uniform one in thirty calibres; length, 54.73 in. 

The gun is vented vertically 5.25 in. from the end of 
the bore. At the entrance of the powder-chamber, 
which is of greater diameter than the rest of the hore, 
there is a contraction or ‘‘choke,” to ensure the projec- 
tile being always rammed to a definite point. 

The gun is provided with two sets of sights, the 
tangent scale sights, which drop into blocks forged solid 
into the breech of the gun, and the foresights, which 
are attached to the sight ring in advance of the trun- 
nions. 

The tangent scale sights each consist of a steel bar 
graduated up to 15 degrees, upon which is an attached 
head with deflecting leaf, having a notch for rough 
laying and a small hole beneath for fine sighting. 
The moveable clamp is fitted with a nut and screw for 
fine readings of elevation. The correctional angle for 
deflection is 1 degree. The foresights each consist of a 
metal stem, having a head furnished with a hog-backed 
projection for rough laying and cross wires for fine 
sighting. The lower portion of the stem has a coarsely 
pitched screw cut upon it, agreeing with a nut in the 
sight ring. The sight is prevented from turning by 
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Cruisers. 

Apams, 3d rate, 6 guns (p. s.), Commander John A. 
Howell. At Callao, Dec. 7. Expected to relieve the 
Wachusett at Panama about the middle of February. 

ALASKA, 2d rate, 12 guns (p. s.), Capt. George Brown. 
At Mare Island, repairing. Expects to be ready about the 
middle of February to proceed to Panama, where her officers 
and crew are to be relieved by others sent from the United 
States. 

ALERT, 3d rate, (a. s.)4guns, Comdr. Chas. L. Hunting- 
ton. At Shanghai, Dec. 28. 

ALLIANOR, 3d rate, 6 guns (n. a. s.), Commander Arthur 
R. Yates. Arrived at Matanzas, Cuba, Jan. 22, after a 
pleasant run of three days from Pensacola. Commander 
Yates, with the Consul (American), called upon the Gover- 
nor and was cordially received. The Governor expressed 
regret that he could nut return the call in person, owing to 
lameness, but that his chief of staff would doso. There 
were in the port about six United States vessels, schooners, 
and barques loading with sugar. On the day of the arrival 
of the Alliance, H. M. 8. Blanche left for Sisal after a visit 


at that port of 24 hours. The Alliance would leave Matan- 
zas Jan. 29, wonld communicate with our representative at 
Cardenas, and would be in Havana, Jan. 31. Health of the 


ship is good. Is going to Key West, from which port she 
will sail about Feb. 5 for New Orleans. Arrived at Key 
West, Feb. 4. All well on board. ; 
ASHUELOT, 3d rate, 6 guns (a. s.), Comdr. Mortimer L. 
Johnson. At Tientsin, Dec. 15. All well on board. . 
ConsTITUTION, 8d rate, sails, 18 guns (s. s.), Captain 
Osear F. Stanton. Navy-yard, League Island, Pa. 
DespatTon, 4th rate, 4 guns (s. s.), Commander Chas. 
McGregor. Navy-yard, Norfolk, Va. . 
GaLEna, 3d rate, 8 guns, Commander James O’Kane. 
A cable despatch reports the arrival of this vessel at Gib- 
raltar, Jan. 12. 
JAMESTOWN, 3d rate, sails 12 guns(s. s.), Comdr. 


Henry Glass. Sitka, Alaska. 
KearsarGE, 3d rate, 7 guns (n. a. 8.), Comdr. 
Henry F. Picking. Cruising in the West Indies. Was at 


Port Royal, Jamaica, Jan. 17. Will be at New Orleans about 
the middle of February. 
LACKAWANNA, 2d rate, 11 guns(p. s.), Capt. James H. 
Gills. At Callao, Dec. 8. ; 
Marion, 3d rate, 8 guns (n. a. s.), Comdr. Francis 


M. Bunce. Left Montevideo, Dec. 16, for Sandy Point, 
Strait of Magellan. Will remain during the warm season. 
All well. 


MioniGgan, 4th rate, 8 guns (s. s. lakes), Comdr. 
Albert Kautz. Erie, Pa. Laid up for the winter. 
Miynzsora, Ist rate, 40 guns, Capt. Stephen B. Luce. 
Apprentice ship. Navy-yard, New York. 2 
Monooacy, 3d rate, 6 guns (a. s.), Comdr. Chas. 5. 
Cotton. At Shanghai. 

Nipsio,3drate,(e.s. )6 guns, Comdr. C. M. Schoonmaker. 
Ordered to Villefranche to replenish her stores and for i- 
spection. . 

Patos, 4th rate, 6 howitzers (a. s.), Lieut.-Comdr. 
James G. Green. Shanghai, Dec. 27. 
Pensacota, 2d rate, 22 guns (f. s. p. s.), Capt. B. B. 
Taylor. Sailed from San Francisco, Jan. 2, for Acapulco, 
Mexico. 

PortsmourTH, 3d rate, sails, 12 guns, Commander A. 
8S. Crowninshield. Training ship. At Washington. . 

Pownatan, 2d rate, 14 guns (n. a. s.), Capt. Daniel 
L. Braine. Navy-yard, New York. ss 

QuinneBAvG, 3d rate, 8 guns (e. s.), Comdr. Norman 
H. Farquhar. Alexandria, Egypt. Dec. 28. a 

RanGer, 3d rate, 4 guns, Comdr. John W. Philip. 
Commissioned at Mare Island, Jan. 18. Is to be engaged 
in surveying on the Mexican and Central American coasts. 





means of a drop socket and keys. The following sights 
are used with the gun: Sights, rifled ordnance. M.L. 





gun, 7 pr, 400 lb. Tangent scales, 2; fore, 2.—Broad 
Arrow. 
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RrowMonp, 2d rate, 14 guns (f. s. a. s.), Capt. A. 
& K. Benham. At Shangbai, Dec. 28. To leave Jan. 4 
ior tung Kong, arriving there about the 20th, and stopping 
en route at Fouchow and Amoy. 
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SaRATOGA, 3d rate, 12 guns, Comdr. H.”C. Taylor. 
Training ship. Baltimore. 

SHENANDOAH 2d rate, 9 guns (f. 8. 8. a. 8.), Capt. 
Robert F. R. Lewis. At Montevideo, Nov. 20. ‘ 

Sr. Mary’s, sails, 8 guns, Captain Henry Erben. N.Y. 
School ship. Under orders of State authorities. 

SwaTaRa.3drate, (a.s. )8 guns, Commander W. T. Samp- 
son. Left Yokohama, Jan. 3, for Kobe, where ehe would 
remain two weeks, and go to Nagasaki. : 

TaLLAPoosA, 4th rate, 2 howitzers (s. s.), Lieut. 
David G. McRitchie. Navy-yard, Washington, D. C., under- 
going repairs. 

TENNESSEE, Ist rate, 22 guns (f. s. n.a@ 8) Capt. 
D. B. Harmony. At Bridgetown, Barbadoes, Dec. 31, to 
proceed next day to Port Spain, Trinidad, thence off Santa 
Cruz to obtain mails from St. Thomas, then to Port Royal, 
Jamaica, where she expected to arrive about Jan. 20. On 
Dec. 20, Governor Wm. Robinson, of Barbadoes, visited this 
vessel. Nine American vessels were in port during the stay 
of this vessel. Arrived at Port Spain, Trinidad, Jan. 3. No 
communication with the port on account of fever. Sailed 
on the 6th and arrived at St. Croix, W. I. Jan. 9, where she 
was on the 15th. Expected to leave on Jan. 17 for Jamaica, 
thence to New Orleans. 

TiconDEROGA, 2d rate, 9 guns (s. s.), Comdr. Bartlett 
J. Cromwell. Is still at Mare Island, getting ready for her 
passage to Hampton Roads, via Cape Horn. : 

TRENTON, 2d rate, 11 guns (f. s. e. s.), Captain 
Francis M. Ramsay. At Villefranche, Dec. 22,*painting and 
repairing. 

On the 11th of February will be released Thomas McGrath, 
a native of Portsmouth, Va., a machinist on board the 
Trenton, who was tried some time since at the Maidstone 
Sessions, County Kent, England, for the manslaughter of 
Wm. Ashdown, a cabman, on the night of Aug. 9, in the 
town of Gravesend, twenty-one miles from London, on the 
Thames, off which port the Trenton then lay. The Home 
Secretary of England, after a consideration of the case, in 
which it was shown that McGrath committed the act in self- 
defence, after he had been barbarously treated by three 
ruffians, considerately modified the sentence. 

VANDALIA, 2d rate, 8 guns (n. a. 8.), Captain Richard 
W. Meade. Arrived at Barbadoes, Jan. 22. All well. 

Waounvsett, 3d rate, 7 guns (s. s.), Comdr. Edw. 
P. Lull. At Panama, Dec. 4. 

Wromine, 3d rate, 7 guns (s. 8.), Comdr. Silas 
Casey. Cruising on the coast of Italy. At Naples, Jan. 31. 

Yantio, 3d rate, 4 guns (s. s.), Commander E. T. 
Woodward. Left Norfolk, Jan. 30, for Halifax. 


Recewing Ships, Iron-Clads, Ete. 


ALarM*, torpedo boat (s. 8s.), Lieut. Robert M. G. 
Brown. New York. 

CoLorapo, Ist rate, 30 guns, Capt. Bancroft Gherardi. 
Receiving ship, New York. 

Fortung, 4th rate, 2 guns (s. s.), Pilot George Glass. 
Norfolk, Va. 

FRANKLIN, Ist rate, 26 guns, Capt. Joseph Fyffe. 
Receiving ship, Norfolk. 

INDEPENDENCE, 3d rate, sails, 22 guns, Capt. Wm. P. 
McCann. Receiving ship, Mare Island. 

INTREPID, torpedo boat, (s. s.), Lieut. Francis H. 
Delano. New York. 

Montavk *, 4th rate, 2 guns, Lieut. George M. Book. 
Washington, D. C. 

New Hampsuire, 2d rate, sails, 15 guns, Capt. James 
E. Jouett. Store ship, Port Roval. 

Onwarp, 4th rate, 3 guns cp. s.), Lieut -Comdr. 
Thomas M. Gardner. Store ship. At Chimbote, Peru. 

Passaio*, 4th rate, 2 guns, Comdr. Jas. D. Graham. 
Receiving ship, Washington. 

Pawnege, 3d rate, sails, (n. a. s.), Mate Jos. Reid. 
Hospital ship, Port Royal, 8. C. 

St. Louis, 3d rate, sails, Capt. Wm. E. Fitzhugh. 
Receiving ship, League Island. 

Wasasi, Ist rate, 26 guns, Capt. 8. Livingston Breese. 
Receiving ship, Boston. : 

Wyanporte*, 4th rate, 2 guns, Lieut. Conway H. 
Arnold. Washington. 





The iron-clads Ajax, Lt.-Comdr. Chas. F. Schmitz ; Catskill, Lt. 
Joe. Marthon ; Lehigh, Lieut..Comdr. Geo. R. Durand; Ma- 
hopac, Lieut. James A. Chesley; Manhattan, Licut.-Comdr. 
C. M. Anthony, are laid up at Brandon, Va. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


Tue Dale and Standish arrived at Norfolk, Feb. 2, for re- 
pairs. To be fitted. 

At the Portsmouth, N. H., Navy-yard, recently, Charles E. 
Currier, a smith’s apprentice, undertook to lower a piece of 
iron weighing about a ton and a half, which was hanging 
from a crane, and in doing so lifted the pawl, when the 
wiuch-handle flew back and struck him in the face, knock- 
ing out two of his teeth and making a gash which required 
three stitches to close ; had not the winch pawled itself just 
as the handle struck him, he would probably have been 
killed. His wounds were dressed by Medical Inspector 
Leach, at the yard hospital. ‘ 

Tue Norfolk Landmark of Feb. 2 says : The U. 8, revenue 
cutter Hamilton is lying at the Navy-yard, where she will re- 
main to take on stores for a few days....Chief Engineer 
Wm. 8, Stamm reported for duty to-day as Chief Engineer 
of the yard. Mr. Stamm served his apprenticeship at the 
Gosport Iron Works, which were located in this city many 
years ago....The Steam Engineering Department resumed 
work yesterday morning with a small force, 

Arrarrs in China are reported quiet. The Russian admiral, 
with portion of his fleet, is at Nagasaki ; the remainder at 
Yokohama. The health of officers and men on the Asiatic 
station was excellent, at last date, Dec, 27. 

Tue British steamer Bombay, owned by Chinese, loaded 
with cotton, was burned on the Yang-tse on Christmas. This 
is the steamer that sank the American war vessel Oneida 
within a few miles of Yokohama in 1869. 

In his recent dredging expedition from Charleston, 8. C., 
across the Gulf Stream, Commander Bartlett, of the United 
States Coast Survey, was surprised to find the depths much 
less than was expected. This induced him, although the 
trip was ope primarly for dredging, to extend the work of 
sounding ; and he accordingly ran a line of soundings 
nearly along the warmest band of the Gulf Stream, 
commonly called the axis of the stream, for a distance of 150 
miles, from latitude 32 deg. to latitude 33 deg- 30 min. norih, 
on which he obtained depths varying from 233 to 450 
fathoms, where it was supposed that the depths would range 
from 600 to 1,000 fathoms. At the northeast erd of this 
line, in about latitude 33 deg. 30 min. north, the depth 
suddenly increased, in a distance of fifteen miles, from 457 to 
i ~ fathoms. 

HE Court of Claims in the case of Commander Samuel 
Magaw, U. 8. Navy, (retired), recently decided, say in regard 


to the pay of retired officers of the Navy: ‘‘ We have no 
doubt that the Revised Statutes enact that an officer retired 
on retired pay is to be paid according to the provisions of 
section 1588, and that an officer retired on furlough pay is 
to be paid according to the provisions of section 1593. Such 
being the case we could not turn to the original acts even if 
it were conceded that they show that the law has been 
changed in the revision.” Congress has the right, the sourt 
holds, to alter the salaries of public officers at any time. 
“ Being so, the claimant must accept the salary which the 
Jaw affixes to his office in full compensation, even though it 
be, as he contends, less than a previous law allowed him. 
The judgment of the court is that the claimant's petition be 
dismissed.” In the case of Lieut. Jerome E. Morse, U. 8 

Navy. (retired), decided at the same time, they say : ‘‘ This 
case differs from the last in but two respects: ist. When the 
claimant was retired, the Revised Statutes were in force. 
2d. The claimant has, in accordance with the provision of 
section 1593 of the Revised Statutes, been transferred from 
the retired list on furlough pay to the retired list on retired 
pay. It is not perceived how either of these facts makes 
the case more favorable for the claimant. The judgment of 
the court is that the claimant’s petition be dismissed.” 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


ORDERED. 


JAN. 31.—Carpenter Warren Barnard, to the receiving ship 
Independence, at the Navy-yard, Mare Island, Cal. 


Pensacola, Fla. 

Medical Inspector Archibald C. Rhoades, as member of a 
Board of Examiners at Philadelphia on the 1st of March. 

Fes. 2.—Ensign Bradley A. Fiske, to examination for pro- 
motion. 

Chief Engineer Francis C. Dade, for examination before 
Retiring Board. 

Fes, 3.—Naval Constructor T. D. Wilson, to the Navy-yard, 
New York, for the purpose of examining the ventilating ap- 
paratus now fitting on board the Brooklyn, and when 
completed will return and resume his duties at Portsmouth, 

DETACHED. 

JAN. 31.—Pay Inspector Frank C. Cosby has reported his 
return home, having been detached from the Trenton, Euro- 
pean Station, on the 1st of January last, and has been ordered 
98 inspector of provisions and clothing at the Navy-yard, 
Washington, on the 15th of February. 

Paymaster Thomas T. Caswell, from temporary duty as 
inspector of provisions and clothing at the Navy-yard, Wash- 
ington, on the 15th of February, and to coutinue on duty as 
paymaster of the yard. 

Fes. 1.—Medical Director Edward Shippen, from special 
duty at Philadelphia, on the 28th ot February, and ordered 
to duty as president of a Board of Examiners at Philadelphia 
on the Ist of March. 

Surgeon John H. Clark, from the receiving ship Wabash 
on the 26th of February, and ordered as member of a Board 
of Examiners at Philadelphia on the Ist of March. 

Surgeon Thomas N. Penrose, from the Michigan on the 
25th of February, and ordered as recorder of a Board of Ex- 
aminers at Philadelphia on the 1st of March. 

Surgeon Aaron 8S, Oberly, from the Powhatan on the 7th of 
February, and ordered to the Richmond, and as fleet sur- 
geon of the Asiatic Station, per steamer of 26th of February 
from San Francisco, 

Surgeon Thomas C. Walton, from the receiving ship 
Franklin, and ordered to the Powhatan on the 7th of Feb- 
ruary. 

Frss. 2.—Professor Edward 8. Holden, from duty at the 
Naval Observatory, and leave of absence granted for one 
year, 

PLACED ON THE RETIRED LIST. 


Boatswain John Burrows, from January 30, 1881. 
CONFIRMED. 

Commodore Hugh Y. Purviance has been confirmed by the 

Senate to be a Rear-Admiral in the Navy on the retired list. 
REVOKED. 
The orders of Medical Inspector Chas. H. Burbank as fleet 
surgeon of the Asiatic Station and placed on sick leave. 
RESIGNED. 
Cadet Midshipman Foxhall A. Parker. 
ORDERS MODIFIED. 

The orders of Fleet Surgeon Francis M. Gunnell have been 
so far modified that he will regard himself detached from 
the Asiatic Station and return home without waiting for his 
relief. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED. 

To Master Ten Eyck D. W. Veeder for two weeks. 

To Midshipman Edward Lloyd, Jr., attached to the train- 
ing ship Constitution for thirty days. 








NOMINATIONS TO THE SENATE. 


Master Lazarus L. Reamey, a resident of Pennsylvania, to 
be a Lieutenant in the Navy from February 2, 1881, vice 
Lieutenant Thomas A. De Blois, resigned. 

Ensign Bradley A. Fiske, a resident of Illinois, to be a 
Master in the Navy, from February 2, 1881, vice Master 
Reamey, nominated for promotion. 

Midshipman Henry C. Wakenshaw, a resident of New 
Jersey, to be an Ensign in the Navy from February 2, 1881, 
vice Ensign Fiske, nominated for promotion. 

Major Rodney Smith, Paymaster, to be Deputy Paymaster- 
General, with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, November 24, 
1881, vice Febiger, promoted. 

Such of the foreg sing officers as have not qualified for pro- 
motion to be subject to the required examinations before 
being commissioned. 








CHANGES ON THE ASIATIC STATION. 


Chaplain G. A. Crawford reported at Shanghai on the 23d 
of December last, and has been assigned to duty on board 
the flag ship Richmond as the relief of Chaplain Richard 
Hayward. who will return to the United States via Europe. 

Lieut. Dennis H. Mahony reported on December 23, last, 
and was assigned to temporary duty on board the Richmond 
until falling in with the Alert, when he would be ordered to 
duty on board that vessel. 

Lieutenant Ambrose B. Wyckoff on his arrival on the 
station would be assigned to duty on board the Swatara. 

The officers’ complements of all the vessels on the Asiatic 
Station are now filled. 


CAPTAIN SALDANHA DE Gama, of the Brazilian navy, who is 
now in San Francisco, is said to be a lineal descendant of the 
illustrious navigator, Vasco da Gama. The latter’s explora- 





tions and discoveries began in 1497. 


Fes. 1.—Lieutenant Thomas C. Terrell, to the Navy-yard, . 


A PLEASANT AFFAIR. 


Carr. James E. Joverr, commanding the naval 
station at Port Royal, reports to the Secretary of the 
Navy, Jan. 26, that under the Department order he de- 
livered to the Beaufort Volunteer Artillery the two 
brass field pieces—3 pounders, of anteé-Revolutiona: 
date—captured by the Navy at Hilton Head, Nov. 15, 
1861. The return of the pieces after 19 years captivity 
to the company was most gratifying, not only to the 
Te but to the whole community of Beaufort, 
) 


The 25th was set apart as a day of rejoicing, in com- 
memoration of the event. A salute was fired in honor 
of the Secretary of the Navy of ‘9 guns, which was 
returned by the New Hampshire, as the company. re- 
presents the State of South Carolina and her Gover- 
nor. In the evening, at Beaufort, a banquet was given 
in honor of the event, the only invited guests being the: 
officers of the New Hampshire, who were requested to 
appear in full dress uniform, which Capt. Jouett con- 
sidered a most happy and cordial sentiment on the part 
of the people. Everything passed off in the most 
cheering and cordial manner. 

A correspondent of the JourNnatL, on board the Mew 
Hampshire, sends us a further account of the affair, 
from the Beaufort Crescent, pretacing it by saying: 

‘‘The appreciation manifested is all the more note- 
worthy from the fact that it was in Beaufort (the home 
of’ the Rhetts, etc.,) that the secession movement is 
said to have originated. Capt. Stuart, whocommanded 
the battery during the war, is now the leading physician 
in this section. He is of very tall stature, and is noted 
for his fine military appearance, as also for his great 
courtliness of manner. I mention these matters 
thinking you might wish to include them in your notice 
of the affair.” 

The description in the Beaufort paper is substantially 
what we have already given. We shall probably refer 
again to the subject another week. 








Tue JEANNETTE.—A conference was held at the Navy 

Department on Wednesday between the Secretary, the 
chiefs of bureaus and ex-Secretary Thompson relative 
to the proposed equipment of a vessel to search for the 
Jeannette. Mr. Thompson was opposed to sending the 
Wachusett, as her guns would have to be taken out and 
expensive alterations made and because it would require 
nearly 100 men to man her. A suitable whaler could 
be purchased and fitted out at considerable less expense 
and only thirty men would be required. 
A few days previous, upon being asked what the pre- 
paration and equipment of a man-of-war for the pro- 
posed cruise would probably cost, Commodore Jeffers 
said: ‘‘ Not less than $75,000, and that sum would have 
to be specially appropriated, as there is no existing ap- 
propriation which would be available.” The other way 
in which Commodore Jeffers thought it might be pos- 
sible to relieve the Jeannette is by the purchase and 
equipment of a steam whaler in San Francisco. ‘‘ These 
vessels,” he said, ‘‘are built expressly for Arctic ser- 
vice, and it is probable that one of them might be 
bought or chartered for the purpose suggested. It is 
probable, however, that as last year’s whaling season 
was a very successful one, a high price would have to 
be paid for a suitable ship.” 








Nava Court-MARTIAL.—Before a General Court-martial 
which met at the New York Navy-yard, Dec. 15, 1880, was 
tried Coal heaver William Brown, U. 8. N., on charges 1st, 
of assault and battery, and 2d, of manslaughter—the specifi- 
cations alleging ill-treatment of second class fireman John 
Kennedy, on the Minnesota, which resulted in the latter's 
death on the 18th of May, 1880. ‘The court found the 
prisoner guilty of the assault and battery, and not guilty of 
the manslaughter, and sentenced him to confinement for 
one month, which, however, in consideration of the 
length of time he had been awaiting trial, the Secretary 
of the Navy remitted (G. C. M. O. 59, Navy Department, 
Jan. 17, 1881). Before Brown was brought to trial on the 
above count the Secretary of the Navy asked the opinion 
of the Attorney-General as to whether said offence may be 
taken cognizance of by a General Court-martial, under 
Article 22, section 1624, of the Revised Statutes, as man- 
slaughter, in violation of that article. The civil authorities 
of Cunnecticut, where the offence was committed, having 
intimated that ‘it is considered best that Brown should be 
dealt with by the authorities of the United States,” Attorney- 
Gencral Devens, under date of Nov. 15, 1880, rendered an 
elaborate opinion in the case, the gist of which is as follows: 
‘‘ This article cannot be interpreted as irtending to give to 
a Court-martial general criminal jurisdiction, but only juris- 
diction over those offences not specified by name, which 
are injurious to the order and discipline of the Navy; and 
this jurisdiction is given for the purpose of preserving that 
order and discipline. Even, therefore, if the authorities of 
Connecticut had seen fit to try this man for manslaughter, 
which they might probably have done, it would not have 
oused the Court-martial of jurisdiction over the same offence, 
so far as it affected the order and discipline of the ship. 
The offence in the one case, punished by the civil authorities, 
would be the offence against the public peace; in the other, 
it would be the offence against the order and discipline of the 
Navy. It requires no argument to show that an assault of a 
character so serious as to resultin the death of the person 
assaulted, who was also in the naval_service, is an offence 
against the order and discipline of the Navy, especially when 
among the enumerated cases is found the offence of ‘ assault 
and battery.’ Iam, therefore, of opinion that the Court- 
martial may properly take cognizance of this offence under 
the article in question, and that it may inflict such punish- 
ment as is proper for an offence so prcjudicial to the order 
and discipline of a ship of war.” The opinion is published in 
G. O. 259, Navy Department, dated Jan. 25, 1881. 
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CoMMANDANT WILHELM VON LINSINGEN, C. M. G., a soldier 
of forty years’ standing, was killed at the Cape recently in 
action with the Tembus. One of the Cape papers describes 
his death as having occurred while endeavoring to save a 
young trooper of Tandtey’s Horse, who, having been dis- 
mounted, was closely pursued by the enemy. Commandant 





| von Linsingen took the lad up behind him, when both were 

|unhorsed and immediately surrounded by overwhel 

numbers of the enemy. His son, percei his father’s 
Killed by his 


| danger, went to his aid and was 
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BLACK, STARR & FROST, 


SUCCESSORS TO 


BALL, BLACK a« CO. 
fitth Avenue, Cor. 28th Street.) 





@DIAMONDS, AMERICAN AND FOREIGN, 
WATCHES, JEWELRY, STERLING SILVER 
AND PLATED WARE, FRENCH COLOCKS, 
BRONZES AND FANCY GOODS, 

BLACK, STARR & FROST have models of the 
West Point Class Rings for many years, and can sup- 
ply duplicates (in case of loss) at short notice. 





HOWES & COMPANY, 


Army and Navy Bankers, |! Wall st., N. Y. 
solicit the patronage of Officers. 
. T. HOWES. F. A. HOWES. 


THOMAS H. NORTON & C0., 


Army and Navy Financial Agents, 
No. 1160 MAIN STREET, 
WueeE.ine, W. Va 





DEVLIN & CO., 
FINE CLOTHING, 
‘Civil, Military, and Naval. 


DEVLIN & CO., 
BROADWAY & WARREN ST., 


New York. 


THE BEST AND MOST RELIABLE TIME- 
WATCH PIECE for the money ever offered by a first-class 
house. A perfect Timekeeper. Stem winer and 
stem setter. Solid German Silver, open face cage, 
nickel plated in the best manner. This is not what is calleda 
“cheap watch,” but is recognized by all judges az the best ever 
offered at the price, and is fully warranted to be all that is claimed 
for it. Price $10. Circulars with full description free. 
J. &. BIRCH & CO., 38 Dey St., New York. 
EYE FITTED WITH PROPER GLASSES, AND 
: other scrvices rendered in connection with the 
saleof Optical goods. H. WALDSTEIN (name known as Optician 
for nearly a century in Vienna, St. Petersburg, Paris, and Lon 
don: in New York for forty ycars), 41 Union Square, New York. 
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- Office, No. 240 Broadway, New York. 
SUBSCRIPTION, SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 





We transact a General Banking and Brokerage busi ‘ 
giving particular attention to the wants of Army and Navy 
Officers, making advances at reasonable rates on Accounts and 
Allotments, and remitting proceeds promptly. 

All business promptly attended to, and the interests of corres 
oondents carefully regarded. 





Colorado Central Consolidated Mining Co. 

At Georgetown, Clear Creek County, Col. (terminus of the Colo- 
rado Centre] Rvilroad). Capital s:ock, $3,000,000. in 300,000 
shares. Par value, $10. Nen-assessable. Office, 29 Broad St., 
New York City. Register, Farmers’ Loan and Trust Comp-ny. 
President, Paul Lichtenstein ; Vice-President, Herm. R. Baltzer ; 
Trea-urer, Alb. Krohn ; onary, Poul O. d’fsterhazy. Man- 
ager in Colorado, George W. Hall. 


[PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 


Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
Academy of the Visitation, 
At Mount de Chantal, near Wheeling, W. Va. 
Board and Tuition in the entire English and French Course, 
Bed and Bedding, Washing and Mending, Lights and 
Fuel, per annom $200 
REIS i, BP GRIER. oon. c ccc cccscccscantc cocsscccece 0s 
Piano Lessons, perannum ... 

Even more favorable terms ‘may be made, where two or 4nore 
sisters simultaneously attend the school. For further particulars, 
apply for the Prospectus of the AcaGemy. 

REFERENCES BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT. 


General Sherman, U. 8. Are Ww and lady, Washington, D. C.; 
Admiral David D. Porter, U. 8 ashington, D. C.; General 
Geo. Sykes, U. 8S. Army; Brig. why I N. Palmer, U. 8S. Army, 
Omaha, Neb.; Frizadier-General L. P. Graham, U. 8S. Army; 
Brigadier-General Wm. M. Graham, U. 8. Army; Mrs. Admiral 
Dahigre :, Washington, D. C.; General S. D. Sturgis, U. S. Army. 


KEEP’S SHIRTS, the BEST. 


KEEP’S PAT. PARTLY-MADE SHIRTS, easily finished. 
KEEP’S KID GLOVES, none better, $1 per pair. 

KEEP’S UNDERWEAR, the best. 

KEEP’S UMBRELLAS, the strongest. 

KEEP’S JEWELRY, rolled gold plate. 

KEEP’S NECKWEAR, latest novelties. 

KEEP’S BEST CUSTOM SHIRTS, made to measure, 6 for $9. 
KEEP’S PAT. PARTLY-MADE SHIRTS, 6 for $6.50. 

t+ EEP’S SHIRTS delivered free in any part «f the Union. 
KEEP’S GOODS ALWAYS THE BEST AND CHEAPEST. 


Mcney refunded for goods not satisfactory. 
SAMPLES and CIRCULARS free to any address. 


Keep Manufacturing Comp’y, 


631, 633, 635 and 6837 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


THE LATEST NOVELTY. 


Patented separable Sleeve Buttons, made of Rriled Gold, real 
stone settings, Onyx, Moss Avate, Carnelian, &c., &c. Style and 
finish equa’ in every :eepect to the most expensive goods Satis 
faction guaranteed or money refunded. Sample pair sent on re- 
ceipt of $1.00, Agents wanted: verywhere. All goods we rranted. 


P.O. Box 1906. GREEN & CO., & Church St., N. Y. 


VITALIZED PHOS-PHITES 


Restore to the BRAIN and NERVES the elements 
hat have been carried off by Disease, Worry, or Over- 
work. They PREVENT Consumption by Curing 
Nervous Exhaustion and Debility. { 

Physicians alone have prescribed 300,000 packages. 
F. CROSBY, 666 6th Ave., N.Y. For sale by Druggists or mail, $1. 


SUNNYSIDE. 

A PRIVATE MEDICAL pons FOR NERVOUS INVALIDS 
INEBRIETY AND THE OPIUM HABIT. 
raRRYTOWD, on the Hudson, N. Y. 

Epwarp C. Mann, M. D., Supt. 
15 ‘Trains Daily trom 42 Depot, N. Y. City. 
Refers to Officers of 
*’pplleations may be made by mail or personally. 























No attention is paid. to anonymous communications, but the 
wishes of contributors as to the use of their names will be 
scrupulously regarded. 
Remittances should be made by check, draft, or post-office money 
order, made payable to W. C. and F. P. Church. Postmasters are 
obliged to register letters if requested. No responsibility is as- 
sumed for subscriptions paid to agents, and it is best to remi 
direct to the office. 
Subscriptions, $6 a year, and pro rata for a less period. 
Postage within the United States prepaid. 
Change of address will be made as frequently as desired. Both 
the old and new address should be given. 
We should be very glad to learn from any of our subscribers of 
any delay or failure to receive the JouRNAL, so that we may give 
the matter our immediate attention. 
W. C. & F. P. CHURCH, Publishers, 

240 Broadway, New York. 








BUREAUS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 


HERE is much interesting matter in the Senate Exc. 
cutive Document No. 20, which republishes a letter 
from the Secretary of War, in response to the Senate 
resolution of June 15, 1880, directing the Secretaries of 
State, War, Navy, and Interior Departments, Postmas- 
ter-General, and Attorney-General to report what 
changes, if any, of the luws regulating the management 
of their several departments, or of the divisions and 
bureaus thereof, are necessary or would be beneficial in 
promoting the efficiency or economy of their adminis- 
tration or management. As the document is one of 
eighty closely printed pages, in small type, it is not pos- 
sible to do more than refer to its contents here. It cou- 
tains letters from the Chief of Ordnance, the Paymaster- 
General, the Chief of Engineers, the Quartermaster- 
General, and others, making various suggestions on the 
subject of the resolution. It contains the instructions 
for keeping the records and transacting the clerical 
business of the War Department, which, in their min- 
uteness,. recall the story told by General Sherman 
of General Twiggs. When a young officer Twiggs 
received Roger Jones’s elaborate instructions for 
folding and briefing official communications. In 
due time there came from Twiggs an appli- 
cation for a leave of absence, folded and briefed in 
accordance with instructions. Whenthe document was 
opened, the date, address, and signature appeared, with 
only this added, ‘‘ For contents see brief on outside.” 

Gen. Drum furnishes to the compilation a letter in 
which he invites attention to the discrimination which 
exists against his office in the matter of clerks. By the 
reorganization act of June 30, 1874, the clerical force of 
the Adjutant-General’s Office was changed from a total 
of 420 (116 civilian and 304 general service) to 249 
civilian clerks, with authority to retain for one year such 
additional force as might be actually necessary. This 
number was further reduced, by the act of March 3, 
1875, to 67 general service clerks, which number, in- 
creased 11 by the Secretary of War, under the law of 
March 3, 1877, makes 78 general service clerks at pre- 
sent employed in this office. Most of these men, says 
Gen. Drum, ‘‘are excellent clerks and, although having 
seen service in the Regular or Volunteer forces of the 


but clerks, and the continuance of the system burdens 
the rolls of the Army with men who, except through 
the formality of enlistment, have no place thereon.” 

A statement is made of the organization of 
the bureaus of several executive departments, to 
show how great is the discrimination, uninten- 
tional perhaps, against the Adjutant-General’s office 
in the clerical organization. ‘‘ This discrimination, 
continues Gen. Drum, ‘‘is the more severe from the 
fact, susceptible of proof, that many clerks from this 
and other bureaus of the War Department, discouraged 
at the small salaries received by them, and the almost 
invisible prospect of advancement, owing solely to the 
small number of higher clerkships allotted, have re- 
signed and their services eagerly accepted in the other 
Departments of the Government, and the value of the 
training they had received while with us, fully acknow- 
ledged in the most practical manner; that is, by rapid 
advancement. In this office, over 80 per cent. of the 
clerical force received only $1,200, or Jess, per annum. 
. After full consideration of the entire question, I 
earnestly recommend: 1. That the class of clerks known 
as ‘general service’ be abolished, and 2. That the 
present clerical force of this office be established by law 
on the following basis: One chief clerk, at $2,250; 
seven chiefs of division, at $2,000; fifteen clerks of 
class four, at $1,800; twenty-five clerks of class three, 
at $1,600; one hundred clerks of class two, at $1,-400; 
one hundred and twenty-five clerks of class one, at 
$1,200; and fifty-seven clerks, at $1,000.” 








A FORMER OPINION OF WEST POINT. 
On Monday last the Senate adopted the following 
resolution: 

‘* Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives 
concurring.) That there be printed 1,000 copies of the 
rep rt of the joint commission appoiuted under the 8th 
section of the act of Congress of June 21, 1860, to ex- 
amine into the organization, system of discipline, and 
course of instruction of the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, submitted Dec. 13, 1860.” 
The commission referred to consisted of Senators Jef- 
ferson Davis and Solomon Foot, Representatives Henry 
Winter Davis and John Cochrane, Major Robert Ander- 
son, 1st Artillery, U. 8. A., and Captain A. A. Humph- 
reys, Topographical Engineer, U. 8S. A. They were in- 
structed to investigate the organization, system of dis- 
cipline and course of instruction of the U. S. Military 
Academy with a view to ascertain what modifications or 
changes, if any, are desirable, in order that the Academy 
shall best accomplish the objects of its establishment.” 
Davis was chosen president of the commission and 
Lieutenant J. C. Ives, U. S. A., secretary. They were 
in session at West Point from July 17, 1860, to Septem- 
ber 5, 1860, and adjourned to meet again in Washing- 
ton, Nov. 28, 1860. Theirs report was presented in Con- 
gress and ordered to be printed Dec. 18, 1860. In their 
report they recommended that authority be given ‘to 
select the Superintendent, and to enlarge the field of 
choice so as to embrace all officers of the Army who 
have graduated at the academy and have acquired repu- 
tation by the pursuit of science, and who have thus 
manifested the academic qualities requisite in the Super - 
intendent.” They also proposed to abolish the discrimi- 
nation then existing in favor of the Engineers, which 
permitted them to retain the commission, when chosen 
professor, which other officers were compelled to resign. 
To compensate for the loss of commission it was pro- 
posed to provide for retirement with a continuing 
salary after twenty-five years of service. The com- 
mission further proposed to increase the number of 
cadets by authorizing two from each State, in addition 
to those authorized for Congressionat districts, and by 
raising the standard of proficiency prevent a corres- 
ponding increase in the number of graduates, In 
place of the Board of Annual Visitors they recom- 
mended the appointment of a commission, to consist of 
one senator and one member of the House, of two offi- 
cers of the Army distinguished for scientific and prac- 
tical military knowledge, and two civilians eminent for 
attainment in mathematical and physical science. ‘‘ The 
authority of this body,” they say, ‘‘should extend to 
the revision of the programme, methods of instruction, 
and text books, and it should report upon all that re 
lates to the instruction, training, discipline, and admin- 
istration of the Academy.” 

The commission recommended some changes in the 
administration of the discipline of the Academy— 
with reference to reporling cadets’ demerits; an in- 
crease in the intervals between tattoo and reveille to 
eight hours; a variation in the clothing of the cadets 
for summer and for winter, and an improvement in 
their food which ‘‘ was neither nutritious nor whole- 
some, neither sufficient or nicely dressed.” They were 
‘* much impressed by the evidence of a want of thorough 
ness in the attainments in the lower sections of the 





country during the late war, are in no sense soldiers now, 
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classes of many who are permitted to graduate. This 
existed chiefly in those departments of physical science 
which are taught in the language of the higher mathe- 
matics. They objected to raising thestandard of admis- 
sion, however, on the ground that it would greatly limit 
the field of selection for cadets, and exclude from the 
Academy many sons of worthy but poor parents, and 
some brilliant minds would be lost to the public service. 
They also objected to the selection of candidates by com- 
petitive examination as resulting ‘‘in the success of the 
best instructed, wholly irrespective of the capacity of 
the competing candidates.” They proposed to make 
the first year one of training, and to test a cadet’s fitness 
te remain within that year, and by its results coming to 
their investigation with a predisposition on the part of a 
majority in favor of reducing the course from five years, 
they reached the unanimous conclusion that this change, 
which has since been made, was not advisable. 

Accompanying the report was a programme of a 
course of instruction proposed by the commission, an 
historical sketch of the Academy with an account of 
the condition of military education in Europe, and a 
record of the proceedings of the commission. This 
record shows that a series of questions were submitted 
to the officers of the Academy and a letter, covering 
the same general inquiries, addressed to the following: 
Lieut.-Gen. Scott, Brevet Brig.-Gens. J. G. Totten, A. 
§. Johnston, Cols. and Brevet Cols. 8. Thayer, J. K. F. 
Mansfield, C. A. Waite, Robt. E. Lee, Benj. Huger, 
Justin Dimick, Harvey Brown, S. Cooper, Brevet 
Lieut.-Cols. R. C. Buchanan and W. H. Emory, Majs. 
T. H. Holmes, J. G. Barnard, Alfred Mordecai and 
John F. Lee, Capts. G. W. Cullum, W. Maynadier, 
A. E. Shiras, M. C. Meigs, H. G. Wright, H. F. Clarke 
and W. B. Franklin, Right Reverends Leonidas Polk 
and Saml. McCrozkey, Gen. E. A. Hitchcock, Colonel 
Geo. A. McCall, Profs. Alex. D. Bache, C. Crozet, C. 
A. Davis, Horace Webster and Alfred T. Bledsoe, Hon. 
Chas. Mason; G. W. Smith, Esq., and G. B. McClel- 
lan, Esq. Many officers were also examined orally. 
J. B. Holabird recommended more tactics; Robert 
Williams believed in more study after graduation; J. 
II. Simpson wanted more practical instruction in sur- 
veying; A. M. McCook thought that graduates were 
overworked, an opinion which has since been somewhat 
modified by his experience as a staff officer at Washing 
ton; T. H. Holmes recommended practical instruction 
in the field. Horace Porter, who objected to so much 
study of moral science, has found that he had need of 
all he learned under this head to guide him through the 
devious ways of politics and Wall street into which he 
has since wandered. 

We cull at random these brief opinions from the 
nearly three hundred pages of testimony that accom- 
pany the report, which, when reprinted, will once more 
be within the reach of those interested in this investi- 
gation inte the Military Academy, one of the most 
thorough yet made. 

Yesterday the resolution to reprint the Military 
Academy report passed the House, and the report will 
accordingly be printed. 








A LAND TITLE DIVISION. 

In the Congressional Record for January the 9th, 
we find the following: ‘‘ The Speaker also laid before 
the House a letter from the Secretary of War, relative 
to the creation of a land title division in the War De- 
part, which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations.” It appears that owing to the manner in 
which much of our military real estate was originally 
obtained, and to neglect in its subsequent management, 
a number of persons have succeeded in establishing a 
shadow of aclaim against the property on which some 
of our most valuable forts, posts, and reservations are 
located. These claims are from time to time pushed 
with zeal, and burden the War Department with much 
lengthy correspondence. This constantly increasing 
labor has inspired some one, who saw probably in such 
an establishment a chance for his own advancement, 
With the idea of forming a separate division composed 
of some six or seven officers whose duty it shall ‘be to 
give a peculiar care to the landed interests of the Gov- 
ernment. 

This matter has long been a subject of consideration 
by the Adjutant-General, who has received much valuable 
assistance from the officers of the Army. The greatest 
Source of difficulty is the scattered and oftentimes im- 
perfect nature of the data, and especially of that relating 
to some of the older military sites. To remedy this the 
Adjutant-General has, without additional expense to the 
Government, made it the duty of such clerks as were 

fitted for the task, to examine all these cases, conrect the 
papers, etc., supply the links in the chain of title and 


steps will be taken to have it cured. Should the title 
to any reservation be found to conflict with pre-existing 
claims, immediate application will be made to the proper 
source to have the matter adjusted; where it has been 
deemed necessary to shut out future illegal demands by 
perpetuating testimony which might otherwise be lost, 
the military officers on the spot have been charged with 
the duty of procuring the requisite information and tak- 
ing the steps necessary in the premises. 

It seems to be the general impression that the estab- 
lishment of such a division in the War Department 
would be merely an additional expense unaccompanied 
by a corresponding benefit. 








Tue Court of Claims, on the 24th of January, ren- 
dered judgment in favor of the claim of Mrs. 
M. Vinton Dahlgren, for the use of patented inven- 
tions relating to ordnance, for $65,000. By the act of 
Congress submitting the case to this court it was made 
their duty to determine ‘‘the facts if proven, that, while 
the said John A. Dahlgren was engaged in perfecting 
the inventions, he was in the service of the United Stateg 
as an Officer in the Navy, and that the expense of mak- 
ing experiments, trials and tests for the purpose of per- 
fecting such inventions was paid by the United States.” 

The decision has an important bearing, therefore, up- 
on the question under discussion in Congress, as to an 
officers’ right to demand pay of the Government for the 
use of an invention made while in the Government ser- 
vice. 








JFFIVERS ambitious of Egyptian service may pe 
pleased to read of this recent incident there: ‘‘ Last 
month three native Egyptian colonels in vain offered a 
petition to the government against the War Minister 
for giving all the best places in the Egyptian army to 
Circassians and Turks to the prejudice of Egyptians. 
On Tuesday the three colonels were arrested and tried 
by a Court-martial, of which General Stone was presi- 
dent. During the session of the court the regiment of 
the guard at the Khedive’s palace revolted under the 
eyes of the Khedive and marched to the war office and 
forcibly released the three colonels. The War Minister 
escaped by a window and was afterwards dismissed by 
the Khedive.” 








Gen. SKOBELEFF’s detailed accountgof the storming 
of Geok-Tepe shows that the Russian assault was made 
simultaneously by distinct columns, and that the final 
breaches were made by the explosion of mines. Several 
hundred Tekke-Turcomans were burned in one ex- 
plosion. The hand-to-hand fighting with the Tekkes 
on the walls lasted more than an hour, after which there 
was desperate fighting inside the fortress. The day 
was finally decided by the capture of the hill redoubt 
of Dengil-Tepe. More than four thousand corpses of 
Tekkes were found inside the fortress. The trenches 
were also filled with corpses. Numbers were killed 
during the pursuit. Four thousand families were 
found in the fortress and several hundred Persian 
prisoners. 








Tue Secretary of War has asked Congress for an ad- 
ditional appropriation of $75,000 for the erection of 
permanent brick quarters at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., 
viz.: four sets of officers’ and six sets of infantry com- 
pany quarters, On the 27th of January the Senate 
passed a bill to authorize the sale to the Kansas Centray 
Railroad of so much of the Leavenworth reservation as 
lies east of the wagon road to Leavenworth City and 
south of Corral Creek, and 134 acres of land lying north 
of the Creek and east of the Government corrals. 








Unpver the heading of State Troops we publish this 
week the annual report of Adjutant-General Townsend, 
on the condition of the New York National Guard. It 
will be found to be a bold and suggestive documen t 
well worthy of perusal by the militia of all the States, 
and by all who are interested in the relations of the 
State troops to the Regular Services, We print the re- 
port in full from the official manuscript copy. It is very 
long since so noticeable a document of the sort has been 
given to the public. 








Tue following letter has been sent from the Adjutant_ 
General’s office to;Gen.{Hancock, dated Feb. 2d: ‘Sir, 
The headquarters of the 2d Artillery having been es- 
tablished at Washingtun Arsenal, the General of the 
Army directs that the designation of the garrison in 


this city as artillery troops, Washington Arsenal, D. C., 
‘be discontinued, and that fort be hereafter known and 
designated as United States Barracks, 


Washington, 
D.C.” 


Tue new Army Regulations ure in the hands of the 





present in succinct form the leading points in each case 
Should any defect of title become apparent, the prope 





printer, but it is not likely that they will be ready for 
issue before the ist of July next. 


THE question as to whether Fort Elhott, Texas, shall 
go tothe Department of Arkansas or remain in the 
Department of Missouri has arisen in the War Depart- 
ment, and will probably go to the Secretary for decis* 
ion. The troops belonging to the new Department of 
Arkansas are Companies C, F, G. H, and M, 4th Cav- 
alry; E, G, and L, 3d Artillery; Iand K, 19th Infan 
try, G and I, 23d Infantry, and eight companies of the 
24th Infantry. 








On the 2d of February the President sent to Congress 
the report of the commission appointed to inquire into 
the case of the wronged Poncas. This commissioncon- 
sisted of George Crook and Nelson A. Miles, brigadier 
generals in the Army; William Stickney, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and Walter Allen, of Massachusetts. 
The President accompanies tleir report with a message, 
in which he recites the circumstances of the injustice 
and wrong done to the Indians by their forcible removal 
to the Indian Territory, and substantially adopts the 
conclusions of the report already given in the 
JOURNAL. 








For the benefit of those gentlemen in Congress who 
have occasion to annually discuss the question of the 
relation between officers’ pay and their expenses, we 
take from the price list of one of the military goods fur- 
nishers the following statement of the price of some of 
the necessary articles of an officer’s complete outfit : 
Epaulettes, $60 to $97.50. Shoulder knots, $138 to 
$16.50. Chapeau, $25 to $30. Swords, $15 to $18. 
Shoulder straps, $7 to $7.50. Full dress belts, $10 
to $15. 





No time has as yet been decided upon for the argu- 
ments in the Warren Court, as the record is still in the 
hands of the printer and the counsel are engaged in col- 
lating the despatches which are to form a portion of 
the record. A good deal of difficulty has been found 
,n verifying the despatches as to the time when sent 
and when received. Gen. Warren is giving daily his 
personal attention to the case, and the Recorder, Colonel] 
Langdon, is also busily employed in getting everything 
in shape to date. 








ApmiraL JosE Maria Breranaer, commanding the 
West India fleet, has ordered the arrest and trial by 
court-martial of the accountant general and several 
officials of the Cuban Naval Department, on charges of 
extensive fruuds in contracts. Civilians are also im- 
plicated. The Treasury is said to have been defrauded 
to the extent of several hundred thousand dollars. 


WE learn that the Naval Committee of the Senete will 
consider the nominations of Captains R. L. Law and M. 
Haxtun, U. S. N., on Wednesday next. 

We also learn that the confirmation of the Army 
noniizations has been delayed by opposition developed 
in committee to some of the appointments. 


WE learn that the Army Register for 1881, with the 
exception of a little work to be done on the index, is 
now ready fer the printer, so far as the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s Office is concerned; but in consequence of some 
supposed inaccuracies in dates, the War Department 
will withhold its issue for the present. 











Gen. WILLOOXx has telegraphed to the War Department 
asking that mail for the Headquarters Department of 
Arizona be sent via Lathrop, Cal. Mail sent through’ 
New Mexico is delayed three weeks. 








Wasatneton Arsenal, D.C., is hereafter to be known 
as ‘‘The United States Barracks,” Washington, D. C., 
which seems a fitting appellation now that a permanent 
garrison of the line has been established there. 





Apvices from Samoa state that King Milaetoa died 
on November 8. The country is in a state of anarchy, 
except the neutral territory governed by the Consuls of 
the United States, Germany and Great Britain. 





Tue Idaho Legislature have followed their request for 
an increase of truops at Camp Howard by another ask- 
ing for an increase of the garrison at Boise Barracks, 
It has been referred to the Department Commander. 








Ir is commonly rumored at St. Thomas that the 
United States has again made proposals to Denmark 
respecting the latter’s West India possessions. 





Lieut. GeorGE ANDREWs, 25th Infantry, arrived in Wash- 
ington Feb. 3, direct from Fort Randall, D. T. He reports 
the thermometer at 40 deg. below zero, but the men in the 
garrison with their buffalo robes and arctics better able 
tostand the severe cold than our ulster-clad citizens with the 
thermometer at 10 or 12 deg. above zero. 
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THE ARMY AND NAVY IN CONGRESS. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following resolution has passed the Senate : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and 
hereby is, directed, if not inconsistent with the public 
interest, to communicate to this House any proposals 
which may have been made to the Navy Department 
for sale to the United States of torpedoes during the 
past two years, together with all reports which may 
have been made by officers of the United States Navy 
with regard to torpedoes. Also to inform the House 
what sums of money have been appropriated and ex- 
pended for experiments with torpedoes under direction 
of the Navy Department during said period, and that 
he will communicate any other information on this sub, 


ect. 
’ On Friday, Feb. 4, the Senate passed the Jeannette 
relief bill after some discussion. 

S$ 2131, by Mr. McPherson, appropriating $100,000 
“to be applied, uader the direction of the Secretary of 
the Navy, to the immediate preparation, equipment, 
and supply of a vessel of war in the prosecution of a 
search for the steamer Jeannette of the Arctic exploring 
expedition.” This bill was favorably reported by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, Feb. 2. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


In the Senate Mr. Voorhes has introduced a bill, 8. 
2132, providing pensions for the survivors of the battle 
of Tippecanoe and for the widows of soldiers therein 
engaged who are dead. 

The following bills have been introduced in the 
House 

By Mr. Bliss, H. R. 7060, for the relief of George 
Funk, late private Co. M, 1st regiment Artillery, U. 8. 
A., by eins Se charge of desertion against him. 
Referred to the Military Committee. 

By Mr. Morse, H. R. 7051, i. an increase of 
pension to $50 a month to Mary E. Ryan, widow of 
George Parker Ryan, deceased, late commander of the 
U. S. ship Huron. Referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. Young, of Ohio, a bill, H. R. 7064, to give 
ist Lieut. Robert M. Rogers, 2d Artillery, $750 for per- 
sonal effects lost by the foundering of the steamer Cali- 
fornia, in which he was proceeding to Sitka with his 
batterv, June 17, 1872. 

By Mr. Myers, H. R. 7094, granting a pension to Mrs. 
Caroline E. French, motherof Lieut. Hayden T. French, 
late of the U. S. Navy, deceased. 

H. R. 7054, by Mr. Blake, directing ‘‘the Secretary 
of the Treasury to pay, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise uppropriated, the sum of $150,000 
to the officers, seamen, and marines composing the 
Farragut fleet, as ‘bounty for destruction of enemy’s 
vessels,’ below or at New Orleans, in April, 1862, under 
the award of May ist, 1873, and the decision of the 
United States Supreme Court in May, 1875 ” 

H. R. 7050, by Mr. Morse, providing ‘* That Captain 
William D. Whiting, U. S. N., having been promoted 
for faithful and efficient war service, and having served 
in the Navy faithfully for 39 years and upwards, shall, 
when ordered for examination preparatory to promotion 
to the next higher grade, in the event of being found 
physically incapacitated, such incapacity having been 
contracted on duty, or being incident thereto, be pro- 
moted to the next higher grade on the active-list, not- 
withstanding said physical incapacity, and shall then be 
placed upon the retired list of the Navy.” 

H. R. 7074, by Mr. Bragg, providing ‘‘ That in con- 
formity with and to carry into effect the recommenda- 
tions and conclusions of the board of officers organized 
in pursuance of a joint resolution entitled ‘ Joint resolu- 
tion for the releaf of Bushrod B. Taylor, and other 
Naval officers,’ approved February 5, 1879, the Presi- 
dent of the United States be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to restore Captain Henry Erben to his original relative 
position on the active-list of the Navy next below Capt. 
George Brown.” Also another bill by Mr. Bragg, H. 
R. 7075, For the relief of certain officers of the Navy, 
as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That in conformity with and to 
carry into effect the recommendations and conclusions 
of the board of officers organized in pursuance of a 
joint resolution entitled ‘‘ Joint resolution for the relief 
of Bushrod B. Taylor, aud other Naval officers,” ap- 
proved February 5, 1879, the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to nominate and, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
appoint Commodore Timothy A. Hunt to be Rear-Ad- 
miral on the retired-list, when a vacancy occurs in said 
grade in conformity with sections 1460 and 1461 of the 
Revised Statutes; to restore Captain Henry Erben to 
his original position on the active-list of the Navy next 
helow Capt. George Brown; to restore Comdr. Henry 
G ass to his original re). position on the active-list of the 
Navy next below Comdr. Edward M. Sheppard ; to pro- 
mote Lieutenant-Commander James H. Sands to be com- 
mander, and restore him to his original relative position 
on the active-list of the Navy next below Commander 
Charles McGregor; to promote Lieutenant-Commander 
Charles D. Sigsbee to be commander, and restore him 
to his original relative position on the active-list of the 
Navy next below Commander Robley D. Evans. 

Szo. 2. That any increase iu the number of com- 
manders on the active list of the Navy, caused by pro- 
motions authorized by this act, shall be in excess of the 
number now allowed by law in said grade: Provided, 

, That no further promotions to fill vacancies 
in the said grade shall hereafter be made until the same 
shall be reduced to the number now authorized by law. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
The Senate Military Committee has reported adverse- 


colloquy occurred : 


R. No. 149) for the printing of 20.000 copies of the Medi- 
cal and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion, to 
report it adversely. 
cal friend from Missouri [Mr. Cockrell] to these two 
adverse reports from the Committee on Printing, this 
and the one made by my friend, the chairman [Mr. 
Whyte.}] The printing proposed by this joint resolu- 
tion would cost $120,000. Mr. Withers—I ask that the 
joint resolution be placed on the Calendar. 
think that the question of economy ought to govern us 
in reference to that particular publication. 
the only publication that has ever been made by Con- 
gress for the benefit of the medical profession, and it is 
one which is of a very high order of merit, and 
one which is very much sought after. 
to do a great deal of good, anu although we may spend 
over a hundred thousand dollars for its republication, 
in my judgment it will be money judiciously expended. 
The bill was placed upon the Calendar with the adverse 


report. 


of Cadet Whittaker reassembled in the ‘Army Building, 
New York. The officers composing the court occupied 
seats at a long table, with Brigadier-General N. A. Miles, 


counsel—Prof. Greener and ex-Governor Chamberlain, 
and Major Asa Bird Gardner, Judge Advocate. A large 


of the Sullivan 


duties, and the committee cannot see upon what ground 
they claim anything more than the fulfillment upon the 
part of the Government of its part of the contract.” 
They ask that their service as acting assistant and con- 
tract surgeons be credited in estimating longevity. In 
regard to the bill, S. 1694, to repeal section 1131 of the 
Revised Statutes, and to reduce and fix the rank and 
number of officers in the Inspector-General’s Depart- 
ment of the Army, they say : ‘‘ Your committee see no 
reason for changing the rank of officers in the Inspec- 
tor-General’s Department except in this: That all offi- 
cers of that department should have the rank of colonel, 
in order that they might have sufficient authority to 
make themselves efficient as inspectors. The commit- 
tee, however, is not prepared at this time to so amend 
the bill as to give all the officers of that department the 
rank of colonel, and they therefore report the bill back 
to the Senate adversely, and recommend its indefinite 
postponement.” 

The bill, which was introduced last April, provided 
for one inspector-general with the rank of colonel and 
two each with the rank of colonel, lieut.-colonel and 
major—seven in ali. This committee also report ad- 
versely and recommend the indefinite postponement of 
the bill S. 1294, to promote Capt. J. 8. Payne. The bill 
oo to authorize the President to appoint Capt. J. 

. Payne, of the 5th regiment of United States Cavalry, 

an additional major in the Adjutant-General’s Depart- 
ment: Provided, That after the occurrence of the first 
vacancy subsequent to the appointment aforesaid the 
numberof officers in the Adjutant-General’s Department 
shall remain as now fixed by law. The committee find 
that the President already possesses the power which 
this bill proposes to confer upon him, and it is, there- 
fore, unnecessary to pass it. The same committee re- 
port adversely upon the petition of W. M. Beebe, Jr., 
late captain 38th Infantry, to be restored to the Service. 
Tae action of the Committee was approved by the Sen- 
ate and the bill indefinitely postponed accordingly. 
The Senate Military Committee Lave reported ad- 
versely upon the bill, 8. 1355, to date the retirement of 
1st Lieut. W. H. Miller from July 20, 1878, and it has 
been indefinitely postponed. 








On Friday, Feb. 4, the House Committee on Naval 
Affairs considered the message of the President relative 
to establishing coaling stations on the Isthmus of Pana- 
ma, and instructed Mr. Whitthorne to request an ap- 
propriation of $200,000 in the Sundry Civil Appropria- 
tion bill for that purpose. 

On Feb. 4th the ne took up the Naval Appropria- 
tion bill as returned with amendments from the Senate. 
Most of the amendments were rejected, and the bill, 
therefore, goes to a conference committee. 

In the Senate, on the 1st of February, the following 


Mr. Anthony—I am instructed by the Committee on 
Printing, to which was referred the joint resolution (S. 


I call the attention of my economi- 


I do not 


It is almost 


It is calculated 








THE WHITTAKER COURT-MARTIAL. 
Os February 3 the General Court-martial for the trial 


president of the court, in the centre. Immediately in 
front of the court, at separate tables, were Whittaker’s 


number of spectators were present, among whom were 
two colored clergymen, the Rev. T. McStewart, pastor 
Street M. E. Church, and Rev. F. J. 
Grunke, pastor of a Presbyteriau Church in Washing- 
ton. 

The charge and specifications, yiven in full in last 
week’s JouRNAL, were read to Cadet Whittaker, who 
pleaded not guilty. Frederick G. Hodgson, a cadet at 
West Point, was called as the first witness. 

Cadet Hodgson’s direct testimony was the same as on 
the trial last year, fully reported at the time in the Jour- 
NaL. He was the cadet whom Cadet (now 2d Lieut.) 
Burnett called in when Whittaker was discovered. Such 
parts of his testimonyjas need to be particularly alluded 
to appeared 1n his cross-examination. 

Cross-examined by Governor Chamberlain : 

Q. How wide was the hall between your room and 
Whittaker’s? A. About eight or ten feet. 

. Have you ever measured it? A. No, sir. 

. How long was Whittaker’s room? A. About 
eleven by fifteen fe:t. 

@ How were the alcoves made? A. By a partition 
wall from the middle of one end, extending nearly to 
the ceiling ; the alcove curtains are made of red cloth; 
not heavy. 

Q. What were the duties of Major Piper as officer in 





ly upon the bill S. 1969, for the relief of certain officers 
in the Medical Depart:nes:t upoa the grourd that “ the 
petitioners eng me into a contract with the 
Government of the United States to perform certain i 


charge? A. He had charge of everything pertaining to 
the cadets ; he was on duty twenty-four hours. 

a Did you see Cadet Burnett before he called you? 
A. I followed him up. 


Yes, sir. 

Q. And called you how soon after? A. About half 
& minute. 

Q. What did he say? A. He said, ‘‘ Here, Hodg- 
son !” 


Q. Did he go to the alcove before you? A. Yes, sir, 
he looked in, and then told me to wait for Major Piper. 

Q. What did you dothen? A. I went tothe thresh- 
hold of the door. 

Q. Was it from here you noticed the movement of 
Whittaker’s toe? A. Yes, sir. 

Do you mean to say you saw this movement across 
the room? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How much of a movement ? 
twitching. 

Q. Stopped immediately? A. Yes, sir; I saw no 
other movement at that time; when Major Piper came 
in I stood aside to let him pass; he said, ‘‘I believe the 
boy has been murdered. Run for the doctor! cut him 
down!” Ido not know who cut him down. 

The witness then described minutely the manner in 
which Whittaker’s feet were tied together and tied to 
the bed, and his hands, so far as he knew. 

Q. When Surgeon Alexander came what did he do? 
A. He called Mr. Whittaker twice aud shook him and 
pulled his eye open; the eye was turned up and was 
quite red—bloodshot; it was at this time I noticed the 
trembling of the other eye ; the blood on the pillow I 
judged tv be considerable from the extent of the 
marks ; there was blood also on the wall, which looked 
as though a hand had been wiped across the wall; there 
were no marks of the fingers; the blood on the pillow 
was fresh; I noticed no cut on Whittaker’s ears or on 
his left hand. 

Q. How long were you in the room when you were 
called by Cadet Burnett? A. About twenty minutes. 

Q And during that time you saw no evidence of life 
or consciousness except the movement of the toe be- 
fore the doctor came? A. No, sir. 

Q. What did the bunches of hair look like—like a 
single clipping of the scissors? A. Yes, sir. 

. How many were there of them? A. Seven or 
eight, as near as I could judge. 
In response to written questions by members of the 
court the witness said that Cadet Ostheim was in the 
room when he noticed the movement of the toe. He 
thought Whittaker was dead when he first saw him, 
but did nothing to help him, because he theught it 
proper that the officer in charge should see him first in 
the conditien in which he was found. 
General Miles—What was your impression of this 
affair at first? A. 1 did not know what to think; I 
supposed some one nad come and done it; afterward I 
thought he had had assistance or had done it himself; 
what changed my mind I do not know; I do not 
know to what extent I was influenced byjthe talk I 
heard 
Col. Brannan—What part of the country are you 
from? A. From Georgia. 
Gen. Miles—Had you any certainty as to when the of- 
ficer in charge would come when Cadet Burnett went 
forhim? A. I expected him immediately. 
Col. Brannan—He was at reveille, was he not? and 
you knew he was very near? A. Yes, sir. 
At this point the court adjourned to Friday morn- 
"g at 11 o’clock. 

Major-General J. M. Schofield, on his arrival a few 
days ago at New Orleans, was met by a subpcena to ap- 
pear as a witness, and testified Friday, February 4, in 
response to the summons. Some very interesting expert 
evidence on the subject of handwriting is expected to be 
elucidated before the Court, and it is understood a num- 
ber of prominent lawyers of New York have signified 
their intention of being present for the purpose of per- 
sonal information. 

Judge Advocate Gardner has addressed the following 
etter to Mr. William Dowd : 


A. A quiver or a 


January 31, 1831. 
Wm. Dow 1, President National Bank of North Americi; 

My Dear Sir: Cadet J. C. Whittaker; United States Mili- 
tary Academy, whose case attracted so much attention last 
year, is about to be tried by General Court-martial on charges 
growing out of the alleged ovcurrence and out of the Cuurt 
of Inquiry proceedings. The evidence to be adduced will be 
largely circumstantial, and much of it expert evidence as to 
hand-writing. In trying the case as the representative of the 
Government I wish to see all the evidence adduced so fully 
and considerately that, whatever may be the finding of the 
highly respectable court before which the case will be tried, 
the reviewing authority and the public at large will feel that 
exact, impartial justice has been administered. It is parti- 
cularly desirable that the experts to be summoned should be 
those in whom every confidence is placed. I shall call the 
gentlemen who previously testified before the Court of In- 
quiry as to hand-writing, but I desire to add to their opin- 
ions the opinions of two or three other experts of equal 
ability and consideration. 


The object of this communication, therefore, is to request 
asa favor that you will designate two or three experts in 
whose judgment you have confidence, 2nd, should you not 


know any, that you will refer this note to some of your asso- 
ciate bank presidents for such recommendation. 

Whatever may be the conclusions reached by the experts 
you may name, I should feel it my duty to call them and 
place their evidence on record. I am, my dear sir, etc., 

Asa Birp GARDNER, J.-A. 








A Sr. Louis telegram of Feb, 3 says that a large number 
of soldiers at Fort Concho, comrades of Watkins, Co. E, 10th 
Cay., who was murdered by a man named McCarthy 3 days 
ago, left the fort night before last and went to San Angelo, 
where the murder was commiticcd. On arriving they 
surrounded the hotel of Ernest Me. itez and demanded 
Mc“arthy, who they supposed was in the house. He was not 
there, however, and soon afcerward a gud arrived from 
the fort and took the soldiers away. ‘Idiers found 
Mc Darth y they would have lynched hin. 

A VESSEL has arrived at Plymouth with the figure-head of 
the lost training ship Atalanta, 


H-3th 








Q. Did you go into the room before he called you? A. 
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MACHINE GUNS AT SHOEBURYNESS. 


On Thursday and Friday last week, at the School of 
Gunnery, Shoeburyness, several kinds of machine guns 
were tried. Col. Hastings, the Commandant, and Bri- 
gade-Major Pease were on the battery the whole time, 
and the firing was conducted by Capt. O'Callahan, as- 
sisted by Capt. Goold Adams. The committee, the 
chairman of which is Vice-Admiral Boys, and the secre- 
tary, Capt. Bainbridge, R.A., have to direct their atten- 
tion to all the possible uses of these instruments, as an 
additional arm for an infantry regiment, their possible 
use in a boat, on a ship, or as an addition to the artillery 
service. Hence the committee included each branch of 
the service, the other members being Col. Close, R.A., 
Col. M’Farlane, R.A., Capt. Lewis, R.E., Capt. Adams, 
of the 52d regiment, Capt. M’Clinnock, R.A., and Com- 
mander Rainier. 

The conditions with which each competing gun had 
to comply were that it must fire the 0°45-inch solid case 
(service) cartridge; that the barrels must be rifled on 
the Henry principle, or give results in range, accuracy, 
and penetration equal to those obtained with the Martini- 
Henry rifle; that it should be sighted up to 2,000 yards, 
be worked efficiently by three men, and be capable of 
firing 200 rounds in 30 seconds; that the breech of each 
barrel should remain securely closed after firing for a 
sufficient time to ensure safety from premature or de- 
layed firing ; that firing should continue for at least 1,000 
rounds at a speed satisfactory to the committee; that a 
scattering motion should be provided; and that the 
mechanism should be such as to insure safety at the 
highest speed. Simplicity of mechanism was also re- 
garded as of the highest importance. Only four different 
makers have entered—the guns being the Gatling, the 
Gardner, the ‘‘Coleman-Gardner,” and the Nordenfelt. 

On Thursday the Gardner two. barrelled gun was the 
first piece brought to the front of the battery, and under 
the direction of Capt. O’Callahan, the first trial, that of 
ascertaining how many rounds could be fired in half a 
minute from this small weapon, was commenced. The 
piece is loaded by the cartridges being laid in a perpen- 
dicular column, which stands just above the chamber, 
and the ammunition, which is held in a line with the 
weapon by the rim, falls by its own weight into the 
chamber. On the crank by which the gun is fired being 
worked round by Mr. Gardner, the shots were delivered 
one ata time to represent rapid file firing, and in the 
whole 195 shots were fired in the half minute allotted. 
The 10-barrelled long Gatling then came to the front. 
This gun works with a revolving barrel, or series cf bar- 
rels, the ammunition being served in long hoppers, in 
which the cartridges are placed in a row beforehand, 
and the hopper is handed up by one assistant, while an- 
other holds it in its place, removing it when empty to 
replace it rapidly with another. There was one block 
of the machinery, but all the 330 rounds were got off in 
the half minute, the rounds being as of one continued 
firing. A five-barrelled Gardner was then brought up. 
This weapon ison the same principle as the two-barrelled, 
but the perpendicular column holds five slots, and the 
cartridges to be carried are arranged in boxes corre- 
sponding in width to the slots, so that on firing the 
weapon is fed by the ends of the cartridges being pushed 
into the slots of the cases withdrawn. As was the case 
with the other weapons, the inventor was assisted by 
two other persons. There were some blocks in the ma- 
chinery, said to be due to faulty cartridges, but never- 
theless 286 rounds were fired from right to left, the 
barrels being placed horizontally. The five-barrelled 
Nordenfelt was fired by M. Nordenfelt himself, and the 
work went on without a hitch, the number of rounds 
being about 300. This gun is a light and handy weapon, 
and is fed by a filled hopper placed over the chamber. 
As soon as one hopperis empty it is replaced by another. 
The Pratt-Whitney also gave good results, the four-bar- 
relled weapon firing 330 rounds in half-a-minute. 

In the afternoon the weapons were tried with a 
thousand rounds each—each shot to be fired singly—an 
important feature, as the Nordenfelt can fire in volley 
or in file. The two-barrelled Gardner got off the thous- 
and rounds in 2 min, 57 sec., the ten-barrelled long Gat- 
ling was blocked more than once, but fired the 987 
rounds in two minutes less a second, thirteen cartridges 
being dropped at the block which occurred. The firing 
with the five-barrelled Gardner resulted in the thousand 
rounds being worked off in 1 min. 85 sec. The five- 
barrelled Nordenfelt had a block, caused by a defective 
cartridge, and the gun was emptied, the cartridge 
rammed out, and the whole set into working order so 
rapidly that, including the stoppage 1019 cartridges 
were fired in 2 min. 42sec. The ten-barrelled short 
Gatling fired off the thousand rounds in one minute. 
_ The Pratt-Whitney had no representative present, but 
it had the good fortune to be worked by two Royal Ar- 
tillery officers, assisted by a Royal Artillery gunner. It 
scored the thousand rounds in1 min. 41 sec. A six- 
barrelled Gatling was next fired, but the extractor being 
found not quite perfect the rounds were not completed. 

The first part of the resumed trials on Friday brought 
out the capabilities of the several guns in delivering the 
fire of three, five, and seven seconds, the time being 
taken by a stopclock. Each gun was brought to the 
front and had three separate periods of three seconds, 
then three of five seconds, and then three of seven sec- 
onds, the periods being taken as those which might oc- 
Cur in the ficld when opportunity would serve of de- 
livering fire. The two-barrelled Gardner, worked by 
Mr. Gardner himself, assisted by two others, fired in the 
three separate three seconds 22, 34, and 33; in the five 
Seconds period, 50, 51, and 48, and in the seven seconds 
period, 61, 68, and 64. The ten-barrelled long Gatling 
(82-inch barrel and rear crank action), worked by Mr. 
Accles, made in the three separate three seconds 30, 39, 
and 50—a jam occurring in the first period; in the five 
seconds period it made 32 (with a jam), 88 and 90; and 
in the seven seconds periods it made 110, 110, and 115. 
The five-barrelled Nordenfelt in the three seconds periods 


} 
seven, 100, 97, and 100. The short (24-inch) ten bar- 


relled Gatling (side action gun) gave in the three seconds 
periods 54, 41, 54; in the five, 75, 87, and 83; and in 
the seven, 108, 108, and 42—finishing thus shortly with 
a jam. The Pratt-Whitney, or Coleman’s improved 
Gardner, had again the advantage of being fired by 
Captain Goold Adams, and its full powers in working 
were more likely to be brought out by a scientific artil- 
lerist than would be possible otherwise, and one of the 
American gentlemen present justly remarked that this 
gun was the best served of any on the field. In the 
three seconds periods it fired 54, 60, and 48 rounds; in 
the five seconds periods, 101, (with a question as to be- 
ing a fraction over time), 88, and 90; and in the seven 
seconds periods it fired 100, 117, and 114—a high power 
of firing for a four-barrelled gun. The six-barrelled 
Gatling was next fired, and gave in the three seconds 
periods 30, 44, and 49; in the five seconds periods, 74, 
52, and 59; and in the seven seconds periods, 90, 82, 
and 80. 

The trials were then directed to see what one man 
could do in serving the gun and firing by himself for a 
minute. Each gun’s hopper was loaded before time to 
commence was given, and as the hopper or columns of 
the Gardner and Pratt Whitney guns hold a large supply 
at once they had the advantage gained from the firer 
not having to leave his crank to load so frequently as 
the others had todo. The five-barrelled Gardner fired 
839, with one missfire in the minute, worked single 
handed. The ten-barrelled long Gatling, with all the 
advantage of ten barrels against five, made 359. The 
Nordenfelt five-barrelled gun, worked by the inventor, 
made 237 in a minute, but having a stoppage, owing to 
the accidental overturning of a hopper, he had another 
essay subsequently in the marshes, when he fired off 
348 in the minute single handed, two being missfires, 
and the two, which would have made 350, being dropped 
stots. The 350 would have been 355 if another round 
had been left in; but the gun was empty and the volley 
was lost. The short ten-barrelled Gatling was brought 
to the front, but it only scored 193, the extractor break 
ing when this number bad been fired. The Pratt-Whit- 
ney, again fired by Captain Goold Adams, scored 358, 
the work of machine and machinist being perfect in 
operation. The six-barrelled Gatling, with a jam which 
necessitated the use of the ramrod, fired 267, the stop 
being 25 secs. The ten-barrelled short Gatling with the 
side action had a renewed trial after the breaking of 
the extractor and scored 390 in 56 secs. 

One of the conditions being that each gun must fire 
at least 200 rounds in half-a-minute, and the two-bar- 
relled Gardner not having fulfilled this condition in its 
performances on the previous day, another trial was 
given it, when Mr. Gardner, who in more senses than 
one ‘‘took his coat off to the work,” fired 236 cartridges 
from the two barrels in the half-minute, or over three 
rounds a second from each barrel. 

The guus were taken down into the marshes to be 
tried for accuracy—a work which can only be deter- 
mined after the diagrams are examined in detail, and 
the committee adjourned for some days.—NVaval and 
Military Gazette, Jan. 19. 








SHOULD THE HORSE BE SHOD? 


APpPLETon’s Poputar ScrENcE Montuaty for February 
republishes from ‘* Fraser’s Magazine” an article on 
‘* Horses and their Feet” in which Sir Geo. W. Cox 
points out the folly of the practice so general in this 
country and England of shoeing horses. A horse, Sir 
George claims, should live thirty-five or forty years and 
live actively and usefully during three-fourths of this 
period. As it is, three-fourths of our horses die or are 
destroyed under twelve years old, and most of them are 
laid up from work a dozen times a year. Thus the 
nation has to buy three horses where it should huy one, 
and upward of £200,000,000 are spent by England every 
twenty-one years in the purchase of horses where 
£68,000,000 ought to suffice. This annual waste of 
over thirty-two millions of dollars is due to a stupid, 
not to say criminal, disregard of the physical necessities 
of the horse. Not only is there this loss but the work 
done for us by the noblest of animals is done at the cost 
of frequent interruptions and with an amount of dis- 
comfort and pain which often becomes agony. 

The chief source of the sufferings of horses is to be 
found in the foot, and these sufferings are largely due 
to the practice of shoeing, as Sir George holds, in com- 
mon with many others. The crust of the horse’s foot 
resembles in its natural state a number of small tubes, 
bound together by a hardened, glue-like substance, and 
may be compared to a mitrailleuse gun with its many 
barrels soldered together. Nailing on shoes reduces the 
size of each tube, or rather entirely closes those nearest 
the nails and compresses those that lie half-way be- 
tween each pair ot nails. 

Experiment has shown that there is a lateral expan- 
sion of the unshod hoof of one-eighth of an inch at the 
heel and quarters when laid upon the ground. The 
objcct of this process of expansion and contraction is to 
give the animal a firmer hold on the soil, and to enable 
him, where this is thick, slimy, or sticky, to withdraw 
the foot easily on contraction. This purpose is neces- 
sarily defeated when the whole foot is armed with iron. 

Sir George condemns the practice of shoeing in toto. 
Speaking from experience, he says: ‘‘In Mexico, Peru, 
Brazil, and elsewhere, he found that unshod horses 
were daily worked over roads of all kinds, carrying 
heavy packs from the interior down to the coast, the 
journey thither and back being often extended to seve- 
ral hundreds of miles, and that they accomplish these 
journeys without ever wearing out their huofs; and the 
roads in these countries, where they exist at all, are 
neither softer nor smoother than those of England or of 
Ireland. If horses fell lame, it was from causes inci- 
dental to the climate, and for these the system of shoe- 
ing would supply no remedy. From other diseases, 
which from strong and often incontestable reasons may 





made 50, 50, 50; in the five, 75, 75, and 70; and inthe 


be traced to the use of shoes, they were wholly free. 


The necessary conclusion was that the system of shoe- 
ing could answer no good purpose, while it might be 
productive of much harm; and in this conclusion he 
was confirmed by the admissions and protests of the 
most able and competent veterinary surgeons in this 
country (England). These have uniform.y raised their 
voices against the heavy weighting of the horse’s foot 
maintained by the traditional practice.” 

‘* Facts in America teach the same lesson. At a 
meeting of the Massachusetts Board of Agriculture in 
1878, Mr. Bowditch, a practical farmer, declared that 
‘nine hundred and ninety-nine thousandths of all the 
trouble in horses’ feet come from shoeing,’ that he was 
in the habit of driving very hard down hill, that he had 
galloped on ice on a horse whose feet had merely a small 
bit of iron four inches long curled round the toe, ana 
that this piece of iron is all that is needed even in the 
case of an animal whose feet have been abused for a 
series of years. When nothing is left but this fragment 
of the traditional shoe, and when even this fra gment has, 
as in Massachusetts and elsewhere, beer retained for the 
fore-feet only, it is incredible that men should fail toask 
what the use of this relic of the old system may be. 
Donkeys in Ireland are unshod, and they work on roads 
at least as rough, hard, slimy, and slippery as those of 
England.” . 

Of the horses of the ancients which went unshod, Sir 
George says: 

It is unfortunate that Xenophon’s treatise on the manage- 
ment of horses has not formed one of the subjects for the 
upper forms of our public schcols; and it would be well if 
they were made to read with care a book written by one who 
wrote unfettered by the restraints of any traditioval system, 
and who successfully brought the cavalry, as well as the in- 
fantry, of the Cyreian army of Greeks from the plains of 
Babylon to the shores of the Euxine. There they would see 
how thoroughly the rules laid down by the leader of the Ten 
Thousand for the selection and management of horses are in 
accordance with the highest scientific knowledge of the pre- 
sent day, and how happy an ignorance he displays of the 
long and dismal catalogue of diseases and miseries which a 
wrong-he.ded and ridiculous system has called into existence. 
No horses could be subjected to a more severe strain in every 
limb of their body than those which Xenophon led from 
Cunaxa over the Armenian highlands to the walls of Trebi- 
zond; yet we hear nothing of any special difficulties arising from 
diseases of the foot or leg, It may probably be said with 
truth that the strain endured by those horses could be borne 
only by unshod animals. Paul Louis Courier, the French 
translator of Xenophon’s treatise, was so struck by the al 
rent soundness of his method, that he put it to test by ridin 
unshod horses in the Calabrian campaign of 1807, and he did 
so with complete success. But that which with him was a 
voluntary experiment has been for others an involuntary ne- 
cessity. This was the case with many of our cavalry horses 
during the Indian Mutiny, and their riders have declared that 
they were never better mounted in their lives. In the retreat 
of the French from Moscow, the horses, ‘‘ Free Lance” re- 
marks, Jost a)l their shoes befure they reached the Vistula ; 
yet they found their way to France over hard, rough, and 
frozen ground. In his invasion of America, Cortes cou!d not 
carry about with him the anvils, forges, and iron needed for 
shoeing even the small number of horses which he had with 
him. But these horses did their work and survived it, and 
from them comes the fierce mustang of Mexico, which still 
goes unshod. 








French Portasie Fietp TELEpsone.—A_ portable 
telephone equipment, adopted by the French artillery, 
in the Polygon at Bourges, deserves notice by its sim- 
plicity, and, inasmuch as it needs no trained telegraph- 
ists, and is very portable, appears calculated to prove 
useful in many situations, such as in artillery at rifle 
practice, in siege operations, both in real and mimic 
war, in the conduct of departmental duties in camps or 
garrisons of large extent, perhaps, also, in certain cases 
in survey work, and the like. No telegraph wagon is 
needed; a led horse or any other vehicle will serve for 
transport. A single troop horse can carry the whole 
apparatus, with a quarter of a mile of wire, the total 
load not exceeding 50 lbs. Two telephonists are re- 
quired, but these, as before observed, need not be 
trained telegraphists, and the instrument can be worked 
by native soldiers as well as by Europeans. A large- 
sized telephone, together with its diaphragm, are packed 
in a light wooden box, which is lined with flannel to 
exclude damp, and the lid fitted with rings, so as to 
admit of its suspension in any mode required. Where, 
as On artillery ranges, a gun-limber is the transport pre- 
ferred, a spare limber, horsed, serves to carry the two 
telephonists, one of whom has the telephone-box slung 
across his shoulders to avoid joiting. The limber box 
holds the wire wheels, and also, if needful, the telescope, 
measuring instruments, and other requisites of a range. 
For use, the telephone is hung against the limber box, 
or, in case of wet, within it, sheltered by the tilted lid, 
or below it, betweent he wheels, or a waterproof sheet 
may be thrown over it, one of which will serve to shroud 
the telephonist’s head, while using the instrument, so as 
to shut off extraneous noises. A stout picket is also 
provided, to which the diaphragm is attached at the 
opposite extremity of the line. When horse or mule 
back is preferred, a light leather skeleton pack-saddle, 
which can be slung across an ordinary troop or battery 
saddle by means of web girths, is provided, and allows 
the telephone in its box to be slung on one side of the 
animal, balanced bya wire reel on the other. If a greater 
length of wire is required, an extra horse carrying two 
additional reels is provided. With a steady horse the 
telephone can be used on the saddle, otherwise it must 
be taken off and strapped to the waist of one of tLe 
telephonists while in use, or a tripod stand or post may 
be provided for it. The picket-posts carried are furn- 
ished with rings, to which the horses can be secured in 
case of need. A pack-saddle and girths of the above 
description weigh seven kilogs. (15 lbs.) The reels are 
of wood, about five inches in diameter, and as many in 
length, with flat projecting ends of thin sheet iron. h 
reel, when empty, weighs one kilog (2 2-10 lb.), and will 
carry 300 metres (828 yards) of light field-telegraph 
steel-core cable, weighing twelve kilogs, per kilometre 
(about 24 pounds per half English mile), which can be 





laid from the back of a horse or vehicle moving at a trot 
without a check, ; 
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~ CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anwy AND Navy Journat does not hold him 
self ble for individnal expressions of opinion in commu- 
nications pablished under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
‘edling freedom of discussion consistent with propriety and good 





HELMETS FOR THE STAFF ON FIELD DUTY. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


Str: You propose that the helmet should be worn by 
the general officers of the Army. May I ask if it wonld 
not also be appropriate for staff officers on duty with 
—— or in actual command of enlisted men wearing 
the helmet, to be themselves provided with a hat, which 
promises to be so much more serviceable than the chap- 
eau? By the Army Regulations of 1863, this matter 
was left optional with the staff officers, who could wear 
either the chapeau or the officers’ felt hat. 

The summer helmet, or the helmet with the spike in 
wet weather, would undoubtedly be an advantage, to 
= nothing of the lack of harmony there is, where the 
soldiers’ and officers’ head gear differs materially. 

JAN. 30, 1881. - oe 








A REGIMENTAL PROFESSOR OF MUSIC. 
Yo the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal : 


Sm: Our Bands would be greatly improved if 
instead of one chief musician allowed to each 
regiment of infantry, artillery and cavalry, there was 
one professor of music, who could have the rank, 
pay and allowance of a second lieutenant of cavalry, 
and be instructor of music. 

The professor of music should be appointed by the 
President on the recommendation of the commanding 
officers of the regiment to which the professor of music 
is to be assigned. 

While holding the appointment he should be amenable 
to the rules and articles of war for the government of 
the Army of the United States, and should wear the uni- 
form of a second lieutenant of the arm of Service to 
which his regiment belongs. Sra INFANTRY. 








THE MILITARY ACADEMY. 
To the Editcr of the Army and Navy Journal : 


Sir: Gen. Schofield’s annual report from the U. 8. 
Military Academy is full of interest and sound sugges- 
tions. His able administration of his office of super- 
intendent is a justification of the policy which hag 
thrown that position open to officers of the Army, 
regardless of the special corps in which they may be 


ng. 

So inflexible is the routine which trammels that 
school that it has been debarred the progress in educa- 
tion enjoyed by other institutions of learning in this 
country. It is greatly to Gen. Schofield’s credit that he 
has recognised the evils inseparable from the conven- 
tional life of these cadets and worked some amelioration 
of their condition. That he has not done more is no 
fault of his, but of the narrow nature of the discipline 
of West Point. 

It has long been stated in evidence of the high 
standard of attainment of the éléves of that Academy 
that only one-third of them who enter there succeed in 
graduating. Of late years it is said one-half of the 
matriculators graduate. This is an improvement, and 
has been wrought in the right way, viz., by raising the 
standard of attainment for admission. 

But why should fifty out of every hundred cadets be 
sent away from West Point branded by its verdict of 
incapacity? For near seventy years this has been going 
on. Annually scores of young men appointed with all 
the publicity and éclat which have attended their pre- 
ferments, have been sent away, ina manner so put- 
lic and degrading, that very few have ever retrieved it. 

This has not been because the standard of attainment 
at West Point is very high for graduation, but because 
that for admission is too low. The immaturity of the 
youths who enter the Academy is the cause of their 
failure to graduate, and of the comparative deficiencies 
of those who have graduated. 

In this connection the report on education of officers 
made to the National Guard convention, which met in 
St. Louis in September, 1879, contains suggestions 
worthy of consideration. This report advocates the 
filling up all vacancies in cadetships by the best gradu- 
ates of the State schools, to be ascertained by a progres- 
sive competitive promotion from the lowest to the 
highest schools in the State. 

his would send to West Point each year the élite 
young men of each State, trained from boyhvod in an 
especial manner for their profession. They would e.- 
ter the U. S. Academy when about twenty years old, 
and would remain there for two _— pursuing their 
education in the higher branches and in the accomplisb- 
ments of the military art before joining their regiments. 
Not only would the course of studies at West Point be 
advanced to meet the higher requirements of this class 
of young gentlemen, but the rigor of its discipline could 
be relaxed, for they should be subjected to no other re- 
straints than are the young trevets and other 2d lieu- 
tenants who are serving with regiments or in artillery 
and cavalry schools. 

While the functions of the National Academy would 
be vastly advanced its expenses would be greatly di- 
minished by the change suggested. Nor will the change 
itself involve so much of new establishments as might be 
supposed. The State schools already exist from the 
primaries up to the State military academies and univer- 
sities. All that remains to do isto so establish the 
peere of education that it shall go on from the 

lowest to the highest according to merit. 

It is believed that the members of Congress who now 
have the right of nominating cadets will agree to exer- 

cise it subject to the requirements of their gradation. 





| 





It is a sort of patronage that has been so fraught with 
annoyances to them that many have sought to escape 
its responsibility by competitive examinations. These can 
never prove so satisfactory as the special education con- 
templated by the report. 

The committee also recommend the establishment of 
camps of instruction in any State, at such times and 
places as the Governor thereof may indicate, said camps 
to be made up of battalions or companies of Regular 
Cavalry or Infantry, about which the volunteer militia 
forces of the State may be assembled annually for drill 
It also recommends that the Secre- 
tary of War shall have authority in his discretion to 
permit the volunteer artillery troops to report for duty 
at the Artillery Schools of Fortress Monroe and any 
others, where they may be instructed in the service of 
heavy artillery, ordnance, etc. 

It is believed these measures will operate as efficiently 
in this country as in England, where her great volunteer 
army of near half a million of men has been created by 
them. They would find useful occupation for our 
Regular Army, prevent its undue reduction, and identify 
it with the people and harmonize the volunteer and 
Regular forces of the country. 

We hope to see this subject taken up again in the 
next convention of the National Guard, which hasbeen 
called in Philadelphia, March 7, 1881. 


and instruction. 








EXHAUSTION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


Sir: Two things are exhausted, viz. : the edition of 
‘* Laidley’s Course of Instruction in Rifle Firing” and 
the ingenuity of the officer who undertakes to make up 
the required Annual Report. 

The lesson is a severe one, but it has taken the conceit 
out of us who supposed we did know something about 
We have struggled with the problem for 
months ; but, alas, how futile are our efforts to discover 
the continuity we feel must exist between all the blank 
forms so kindly furnished to facilitate our efforts, and 
which are supplemented by handsomely ruled and headed 
blanks from the Ordnance Department. 

We have watched week after week for the arrival of 
the JourNnat, in the vain hope that the publication of 
some Department Consolidated Report would give us the 
cue, but those reports are only conspicuous for their ab- 
sence, although October 1st has long since passed. 

A communication that incidentally came under my 
notice sets forth our perplexities so graphically I cannot 
forbear repeating it: ‘‘ Of all the books mathematical, 
scientific or any other kind I have ever studied or read, 
Laidley’s is the most difficult for me to understand. The 
book was no doubt intended to be within the grasp of 
men of common intellect and education, but I have yet 
to meet the first one of any grade who seems to 
know or understand much about it. [am able to make far 
better progress with the study of the ‘‘ Method of Least 
Squares,” a subject dealing entirely with the higher 
mathematics. Either a new and more simple book on 
Target Firing will have to be furnished us or sufficient 
brains to understand the old one before matters will run 
397TH INFANTRY. 


mathematics. 


smoothly.” 








ORNAMENTS ON THE HELMET. 
Nice, France, Jan. 17th, 1881. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


I LeaRN through the Journat of ist inst., that it is 
what will be to the troops a most 
When thisis done 
Though not of so 


proposed : 
agreeable change in the dress hat. 
I would suggest another change. 
much importance, still it will do away with the brass 
numbers, letters and insignias, now worn, which are 
so easily broken and lost, especially when troops are 
in the field, and which require so much labo: to keep 
As a substitute four the brass I wou'd have 
these ornaments worked with heavy silk on the gar- 
ment, or on a piece of cloth to be attached. 
would insure the ornaments being in their proper place 
It would be neater, more trim, and in the 
When worn or soiled they could 


bright. 


at all times. 
end less expensive. 
be replaced by the company tailor. 
I believe such a chan 


e would meet the ap 
both officers and men o F 








FOR THE EYE OF THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Sir: With the hope that these lines may meet the eye 
they are intended for, I am induced to say a few words 
in favor of the adoption of ‘‘ Totten’s Strategos” asa 
study for officers of the Army. 
It is well known that the study of ‘‘grand tactics” 
is almost entirely neglected in our Service, simply be- 
cause we have no powerful neighbor to fear, and our 
wars are carried on against savage tribes only ; in this 
their work, our officers prove their undoubted pluck, 
energy, and efliciency constantly ; but why should not 
to the highest point of their art ? 
And for this purpose no line of study, no course of read- 
ing will prove so beneficial, so satisfactory, as will this 
It teaches strongly the art of 
leading troops in the field and affords a means of ac- 
quiring the most valuable knowledge—knowledge which 
is of paramount importance to us. We should not be 
satisfied merely because we are equal to the duties 
which devolve upon us in our hard frontier life, but 
should aim at perfecting ourselves in the knowledge of 
odern warfare, asit is waged by civilized nations to- 
day, under the greatly changed tactics necessitated by 
the introduction of the breech-loading arms. 
not hope that we will always escape war ; circumstances 
may arise, which would force war upon us (such as the 
Spanish complication in’73), and, alas! in strength and 


such men be educat 


game of ‘‘Strategos.” 


off as in ’61, for experience does not teach us. I would 
strongly urge that such orders be issued as will make it 
incumbent upon post commanders to give this game 
every encouragement in their power, making the play a 
semi-official matter, at which all officers are invited to 
attend; and furthermore, that asupply of maps and the 
nevessary utensils be furnished each post of not less than 
four companies. 

Some officers may object to the length of the game by 
Totten’s method. That is easily gotten over by playing 
the freer game advocated by Verdy du Vernois, but for 
this play you require a highly trained and experienced 
officer to ac? as umpire, since everything rests on his 
decisions. I am anxious to see the game played wher- 
ever it is possible, as I believe it would be of incalculable 
value to our officers. It has proven so to the Germans, 
who have played it for twenty-five years. D. 








OUR AMERICAN MARINE. 


In the Atlantic Monthly for February Henry Hall 
presents an array of facts and figures which should con- 
vince the most indifferent Congressman that something 
should be done, and done speedily, for ‘‘the future of 
American shipping.” Only one American interest has 
failed to derive marked benefit from the phenomenal 
trade of the past year, and that is our shipping interest. 
The extent to which the carrying trade that of right be- 
longs to the Yankee skipper, has been taken from him is 
best shown by the statistics Mr. Hall gives of the num- 
ber and nationality of vessels engaged in the whole 
foreign trade of the United States, except to Canada, on 
the 4th of August, 1880: 


SAIL: TRANSOCEANIC. 
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All of large class. 
SAIL: TO WEST INDIES AND SOUTH AMERICA. 
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The following statement of the export business of the 
port of New York with principal countries for the year 
ending June 30, 1880, and this will give some idea of 
the business thus wrested from us: 

Exports of 

New York to Sail. Steam. Total. 
England......... $26,216,606 $180,569,396 $156,786,002 
Scotland......... 1,465,514 22,755,488 24,220,952 
Germany........ 12,351,890 19,284,415 81,636,305 
Netherlands.... 3,052,579 6,731,381 9,783,960 











Belgium......... 7,531,932 14,825,142 21,857,074 
Fance.....200+02 22,411,156 16,473,402 38,884,558 
Totals......... $73,029,677 $210,139,174 $283,168,851 


The amount of freight money involved is shown by 
the following rough estimate carefully prepared by Mr. 
Hall, with the aid of suggestions by Dr. E. H. Walker, 
the old statistician of the New York Produce Exchange: 
Average rate from Total Pay- 


American Ports ments of 

Articles. for the Year. Freight Money. 
Wheat, bushel.................. 7 pence $20,580,000 
GOR, DUEINGE oc0c00sss0cescsecee 7 pence 12,240,000 
Other grain, bushel........... 7 pence 460,000 
3 2$ shillings 3,900,000 
Petroleum, bbl................+ 4+ shillings 14,710,000 
RE Wir cncacidncdanssacaccccses 1 dollar 600,000 
BIT, Di cnticsccnastscnnctnaces ? cent 13,400,000 
Wood, and manufactures of. 6,000,000 
I crccoceseagscccsecasenece 30 shillings 640,000 
Naval stores, bbl.............. 80 cents 789,000 
I MRicnetpnanstnanncovcccsene 25 shillings 920,000 
Provisions, ton................ 20 shillings 5,270,000 
Alcoholandturpentine, bbl. 4 shillings 295,000 


Miscellaneous goods, ton... 20to30shillings 8,500,000 


$88,304,000 
On the import trade, says Mr. Hall, the earnings of 
the ships cannot have been less than $45,000,000, which 
in is a safe estimate. If American ships had beeu 
enjoying the place in the trade which they used, having 
the long voyages and profitable part of the busiress, they 
would have earned about $110,000,000 of this total of 
freight money. As it is, they earned only $23,000,000 
of it. 
One of the evils to which America is exposed is the 
lack of sufficient shipping to export her products in case 
of war among European powers. . 
‘¢ But what is worse that all,” says Mr. Hall, ‘‘in a 
national pint cf view, is the weakness entailed by our 
lack of a flourishing marine. America would certainly 





munitions of war we would be found almost as badly } pe pb: 


.in any war which should be forced upon 
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her by a foreign power, as matters now stand. The 
jmmense distances of our sea-coast expose us peculiarly 
to danger from the attacks of a naval power. There are 
illustrations enough in our own history. England her- 
self was never seriously menaced except frum the sea. 
Our situation is much like hers, only worse, on account 
of the greater length of coast. With not one ship in the 
American Navy which can face a Enropean ironclad, 
and no force to speak of in the harbors, what would be 
the situation of affairs in case a few European war ships, 
with a fleet of swift merchant steamers or auxiliaries, 
were despatched to threaten the coasts of the United 
States? The damage which might be done in one short 
month is inconceivable. The officers of the American 
Navy are fully awake to this danger, and their reports 
to the Government and their private conversation re- 
present it constantly.” ea 

‘Tf, now, we turn the eye to the future altogether, 
we might see the United States, thirty, twenty, or per- 
haps even fifteen years hence, taking the place among 
the marilime powers of the world for which nature has 
fitted her, if only we were sure that an intelligent policy 
would be promptly adopted by the Government at 
Washington.” 

A very interesting debate arose in the U. 8. Senate 
Jan. 27, on this resolution, submitted by Mr. Beck: 


Resolved, That all provisions of law which prohibit our 
citizens from purchasing ships to engage in the foreign 
carrying trade or which prevent the registration of them as 
American ships when owned, commanded, and officered by 
citizens of the United States, ought to be repealed, and to 
that end Senate bill No. 741, or a bill containing the general 
provisions thereof, ought to pass. 


In the course of his argument for the passage of this 
resolution, Mr. Beck said: ‘‘The American sailor's 
‘occupation’s gone.’ All of them worth anything have 
taken service on the great foreign steamship lines, or on 
their fine iron sailing ships. The miserable old wooden 
sailing craft which compose what we have left, are 
manned with the meanest and cheapest sailors of all 
nationalities, Chinese, Norwegians, negroes, and mon- 
grels, so that it is not uncommon to find on a ship with 
ten hands three or four different languages spoken, the 
men not being able to understand each other.” He pre- 
sented at length the facts and figures showing the pre- 
sent condition of our mercantile marine, and argued 
that the true remedy was not subsidies but free ships. 
‘*Something,” said Mr. Beck, ‘‘must be done, unless 
we are prepared to abandon forever the cairying trade 
of this country and of the world to foreigners, and pay 
them whatever they demand for doing the work. The 
American sailor must disappear, and our power even to 
defend our coasts and seaboard cities be given up, un- 
less we re-establish in some form our mercantile 
marine.” 

Senator Blaine, of Maine, replied to Mr. Beck, 
arguing that his policy looked forward to a permanent 
dependence of the United States upon England for her 
ships. ‘It is a fact,” said Mr. Blaine, ‘that for the 
past twenty-five years—or make it only for the past 
twenty years, from the beginning of the war to this 
hour, the Congress of the United States has not done 
one solitary thing to uphold the navigation interests of 
the United States. Decay has been observed going on 
steadily from year to year. The great maich forward 
of our commercial rival of old has been witnessed and 
everywhere recognized, and the representavives of the 
people of the United States have sat in their two houses 
of legislation as dumb as though they could not speak, 
and have not offered ‘a single remedy or a single aid, 
and this has gone on until now. The Senator from 
Kentucky rises in his seat and proposes to make a 
proclamation of perpetual future dependence of this 
country upon England for such commerce as she may 
enjoy, holding up as models to us Germany, Italy, and 
the other European countries that are as absolutely de- 
pendent upon Great Britain for what commerce they 
enjoy as the District of Columbia is for its legislation 
upon the Congress of the United States. During these 
years, in which Congress has not stepped forward to do 
one thing for the foreign commerce of this country, for 
all that vast external transportation whose importance 
the Senator from Kentucky has not exaggerated but 
has strongly depicted, the same Congress has passed 
ninety-two acts in aid of internal transportation by rail ; 
has given 200,000,000 acres of the public lands, worth 
to-day a thousand million dollars in money, and has 
added $70,000,000 in cash, and yet, I repeat, it has ex- 
tended the aid of scarcely a single dollar to build up 
our foreign commerce.” 

In the past forty years Great Britain, our great com- 
mercial rival, has paid more than two hundred mil- | 
lions of dollars (£40,000,000) in subsidies to steamship 
lines. Nor has she abandoned this system of subsidies, 
having last year paid $3,915,000 (£783,000) for postal 
aid to steamship lines. Last year France paid out even 
more in this way, or $4,600,000 (23,000.000 francs. ) 
** And,” said Mr. Blaine, ‘‘ when the well-known line 
of France, the company known as the Messageries 
Imperiale, competed too sharply in the Mediterranean 
waters, after the opening of the Suez Canal, with the 
Peninsular and Oriental Company of England, and 
was likely to endanger its supremacy by sharp rivalry, 

Great Britain promptly stepped forward and added 
£100,000 to the Peninsular and Oriental subsidy. That 
is the way Great Britain has abandoned the idea of aid. 
ing her great commercial interests! Italy, that is hem- 
med in upon a lake, that does not touch either of the 
great oceans, is running up largely in steam-navigation; 
Italy last year paid 8,000,000 francs; and even Ans- 
tria, that enjoys but a single seaport on the upper end 
of the Adriatic, pays $500,000 towards stimulating 
commercial ventures from Trieste.” 

_‘*We have nine Navy yards without a navy,” con- | 
tinues Mr. Blaine. ‘‘If we will put the expense of | 
these Navy-yards into the building up of great private | 
ship-yards, it will form suisidy enough, if that hated | 
word shall not offend the delicate ears of my friend 


more to his taste ; it will give help enough, in conjunc- 
tion with the saving on the construction of naval ves- 
sels, to float an entire scheme for the revival of Ameri-| 
can navigation. We not only withhold our hands from | 
any possible aid to the American merchant marine, but 
we keep up the shadow of a shell of a navy on the most | 
expensive basis that ever a navy was attempted to be | 
organized in the world. Great Britain I believe never 
had but three Navy-yards. Wesupport nine. Great 
Britain’s navy is really fifteen times as large as ours is 
nominally. Mr. President, we have the largest ocean 
frontage of any country on the globe. We front all 
continents ; we border the two great seas and the great- 
est of gulfs. Weare necessarily by our position in need 
of anavy. * * * * The naval establishment 
must be the outgrowth of the mercantile marine, just 
as it always has been, just as it always will be, 
and where you have no mercantile marine out of 


ever has had a naval establishment worthy of the 
name. As recently as the beginning of the late war 
the maritime States of this Union were able to offer in 


ous grades of the volunteer navy, and put on the decks 
of the blockading fleet 70,000 American sailors.” 

Both Mr. Beck and Mr. Blaine agreed that the down- 
fall of our American mercantile marine was coinci- 
dent with, rather than the result of, our great war. 
‘‘There was,” said Mr. Blaine, ‘‘ a complete revolution 
effected in ocean-going steamers, and that revolu. 
tion, as I have had occasion once before on the floor of 
the Senate to call attention to, can best be described by 
stating this formula :-That prior to that date a vessel of 
8,000 tons on a voyage of given length had to take 
2,200 tons allowance for coal and machinery, and only 
800 tons for freight, while now it is precisely reversed, 
and they can take 800 tons only for coal and machinery 
and 2,200 tons for freight.” 

‘* While,” he continued, ‘‘the days of wooden ships 
are by no means over, while they will be a great and 
needful auxiliary in the commerce of the world, yet 
it is manifest and is proven that the great highways 
of international commerce, such as the North Atlantic, 
the West India seas, the route from San Francisco to 
Asia, that from San Francisco to Melbourne, and in 
various and sundry and divers other directions, will be 
occupied, and occupied almost to the exclusion of sail- 
ing-vessels, by the ocean steamers. The United States 
can take a great part in that race: they can take a great 
part in it just whenever they make up their mind that 
the instrumentality by which England conquered is the 
one which we must use; they can take it whenever 
they make up their minds that a mercantile marine and 
a naval establishment must grow and go together hand 
in hand, and that the Congress of the United States is 
derelict in its duty if it passes another naval appropria- 
tion, bill without accompanying it in some form with 
some wise and forecasting provision looking also to the 
upbuilding of the American mercantile marine. 

The following day Mr. Blaine offered this as a substi- 
tute for Mr. Beck’s resolution : 


Be it enacted, etc., That the owners of American steamships 
of 3,000 tons register or upwards, constructed after approved 
models and equal in accommodations, safety, and speed to 
the mail-carrying vessels of any nation, shall be entitled to 
receive for carrying the United States mails on regular lines 
of such steamships from any port or ports in the United 
States to any foreign port or ports, mail compensation not 
exceeding $30 per nautical mile per annum for the distance 
one way for twelve round trips per annum ; $45 per mile for 
twenty-four trips, and $60 per mile for forty-eight trips per 
annum; in accordance with contracts to be made for such 
mail transportation by the Postmaster-General after public 
advertisement for proposals with the lowest bidders on each 
line, for terms not exceeding fifteen years, and upon all 
the conditions for securing rapid and efticient transportation 
which are usual or established by law in similar cases. 

Sxc. 2. Only those steamships shall be accepted for such 
service which have been built in American ship yards, of 
American materials, and by American mechanics ; and they 
shall be commanded by citizens of the United States; aud 
manned by crews of whom at least three-fourths are Ameri- 
can citizen ; and before being accepted they shall be duly 
inspected under the direction of the Postmaster-General and 
the Secretary of the Navy; and such Secretary may also 
allow any officer of the Navy leave of absence for not ex- 
ceeding five years for the purpose of serving on such ships, 
which absence shall be without pay, but without prejudice to 
rank or proiotion. 


Thus we have the two schemes of free ships and 
subsidies fairly presented for the consideration of Con- 
gress. Asthe advocates of both agree as to the neces- 
sity of doing something, and doing that something at 
once, may we not hope that their contention will result 
in some practical scheme for reviving our mercantile 
marine, and with it our American Navy, which is ia 
equal need of immediate attention. 








Sar Mr. Beck in a recent speech in Congress: 
‘‘Senators need not deceive or delude themselves with 
the assumption that there is to be a continual large 
surplus of revenue under our present system of taxa- 
tion. In their zeal to appear patriotic or to pander to 
the soldier element they have by the arrears-of-pension 
bill—which I congratulate myself in having opposed— 
fastened upon the country a heavier and more enduring 
burden than the national debt, and one which will drain | 
the pockets of the taxpayers longer. Over $500,000, - 
000 is now the commissioner’s estimate of the amount 
required for arrears alone. It was said $30,000,000 was 
the maximum when the law was passed. The annual 
pension roll has run up from about $30,000,000 to over 


that great struggle 7,000 competent officers of the vari-| eyes. 


BREAD FOR THE ARMY. 


Tue Subsistence Department, U. 8. Army, have pre- 
pared descriptions and directions for using the portable 
field ovens furnished by them, adding to the notes upon 
the construction of field ovens by 1st Lieut. W. L. Car 
|penter, 9th Infantry. The field ovens described are 
what are known as the ‘‘Shiras ovens,” used during the 
War of the Rebellion. The body of each of these ovens 
is made of sheet iron, in two pieces, so curved that, 
when their upper edges are connected and the lower 


edges fixed in the ground, they form an arch. The 
lower edge of each sheet is bent outwards into a flange, 
so as to secure a firm rest on the ground. Transverse 
ribs of bar iron are riveted inside to strengthen the iron, 
and these ribs end in hooks and eyes, by which the 


which to grow it, you never will have, and no nation| sides are securely attached to each other along the ridge 


of the oven when erected. 

The front of the oven is closed by a two-handled iron 
door, which is kept in place by means of hooks and 
When the soil is of clay, or of other favorable 
quality, the rear end of the oven may be closed by the 
natural earth; but if it is sandy or loose, a sheet-iron 
plate will be required to close it. No chimney is neces- 
sary. When set up, the whole, excepting the door, is 
covered with a mass of earth 8 inches in thickness. A 
larger quantity would be liable, from its weight, to bend 
the ircn when heated, and a smaller quantity would 
allow too much heat to escape. An excavation 3 or 4 
feet in depth should be made a foot or two from the 
door, for the convenience of the baker. . Two hours are 
required for heating the oven at first starting with 
wood, but for each heating immediately following one 
hour will be sufficient. ; 

The oven is then cleaned of ashes, etc., and the dough 
pans introduced, and all interstices filled with moistened 
clay or earth, about 45 minutes being required for each 
baking. To set up the oven no tools except a pick-axe 
and shovel are required, the sides being merely placed 
on level ground, attached together, the rear end closed, 
and the whole covered with earth. It can be erected 
and prepared for use in 15 minutes, and if kept in con- 
stant operation for 24 hours can bake sufficieut bread 
for 1,000 men. 

The dough is kneaded in the field by hand, and the 
operation requires about 45 minutes. Ordinary knead- 
ing-troughs for the purpose are made, which may be 
placed on trestles, or they may be fixed on the und 
and trenches excavated near them for the kneaders to 
stand in. 

Lieut. Carpenter in his paper deals with a still simpler 
form of construction. He recommends an oven dug 
into a steep bank as a very good and convenient one. 
A bank from 4 to 6 feet high is the best for the purpose. 
Two men with a spade and a long-handled shovel can 
build it, in light soil, in three-quarters of an hour. If 
such tools are not available, it may be constructed with 
trowel-bayonet, intrenching tools, or even with knives. 
The hole should.be from five to six feet deep, 2 feet 6 
inches in the widest part, and 16 inches high at the 
crown of the arch. A hole at the back end, from 4 to 
6 inches in diameter, will furnish draft; a piece of tent 
stove pipe is useful here. 

Such an oven has a capacity of about 40 rations, and 
will make good bread in about 50 minutes. With pro- 
per care, it will last several weeks. Bake-pans may be 
used in baking, if they can be obtained ; if not, the bare 
floor, after the ashes are removed, may be used to bake 
on. After the introduction of the dough, the flue and 
door should be closed, which may be done with logs of 
wood, pieces of hard-bread boxes plastered with mud, 
flat stones, a wet grain sack or pieces of canvas. After 
the oven has been heated, the degree of heat may be 
regulated by means of the door and flue—opening or 
closing them as may be necessary. 

Descriptions are also given by Lieut. Carpenter of 
ovens to be built on level ground, which can be com- 
pleted by two men 1n three hours, and will last several 
weeks and prove very satisfactory. This clay oven is 
peculisrly adapted for use when camping on swampy 
ground. Under such circumstances it may be con- 
structed upon a platform of stones or logs covered with 
clay. 

- regard to the Dutch ovens, Lieutenant Carpenter 
says: ‘Considerable fuel is consumed in baking in 
Dutch ovens where a company is to be supplied—the 
capacity of each oven being small and several fires be- 
ing usually required. Fuel may be economized, how- 
ever, by building the fire in a trench of sufficient length 
to receive all the ovens. Care should be taken that the 
ovens and lids are quite hot before the dough is placed 
for baking. During the preparations for the baking the 
ovens aud lids should be heated over the fire in the 
trench. When a good mass of coals has been obtained, 
the dough should be placed in the heated ovens and the 
lids put on. The ovens should then be embedded in 
the coals and the lids covered with coals and hot ashes. 
If there are not enough coals to cover the lids a’ small 
fire may be built over each. Mess-pans may be 
used in a similar manner for baking bread, but great 
care will be necessary to prevent burning, owing to the 
thinness of the metal.” Of dough, he says: “Dough 
may be mixed in mess-pans, on a piece of Canvas, on a 
rubber blanket, or in the flour barrel or flour sack. 
Dough should be set near the fire, and be allowed to rise 
well before baking. Very little fire is required at first. 
If time and fuel are to be considered, biscuits will prove 
more suitable than large loaves.” : 
This matter of good bread is one that seriously con- 
cerns the Army, and officers interested in seeing that 








$50,000,000 in a year or so; it will soon reach a sum 





om Kentucky ; it will afford aid enough, if that be | in it,” 


larger than all the annual expenditures of the Govern- 
ment ever reached prior to 1860. Pensioners never die. 
Pensions are paid now to over 10,000 people as survi- 
vors of the war of 1812, which closed sixty-five years 
ago, and many plain people believed there were not 
many more than 10,000 soldiers, all told, engaged 


their men are well provided for should send to the Sub- 
sistence Department for a copy of the pamphlet from 
which we make these extracts. The whole subject of 
ovens is now being considered by a board at Fort 
Leavenworth, and a large amount of data on the subject 
has been gathered for their use from our own expe- 





rience aad that of foreign governments, 
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(For the Army and Navy Journal.) 
THE ARMY RATION. 


My attention has been called to a report of the Medi- 
cal Director of the Department of Texas, called forth by 
a letter written by Capt. Poole, 22d Infantry, and an 
endorsement thereon by Col. Stanley, of the same regi- 
ment, which are concurrent in the declaration that the 
ration allowed by law to the soldier is insufficient for 
the field, and for working parties. 

amar tee the time and study which Surgeon 
Smith has evidently devoted to the solution of this ques- 
tion, he has, to my mind at least, failed to cover the 
point raised by Capt. Poole’s letter. 

On page 6 of the report is found the folowing state- 
ment: ‘In point of fact the only evidence offered has 
been, 1st, that a certain allowance is authorized by law, 
and next, that men, especially in the field, are often 
hungry, and that both in garrison and in the field often 
buy additional and other food than that they have re- 
ceived as their ration. But one link in the chain of 
reasoning is wanting. No evidence has been offered 
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rations were sold, and t 
price per pound at which other 
food were bought. It would also be_ pertinent 


to an inquiry of this nature, to compare the 


which parts of 


sold’ at the stations of the respective companies, 
whether all of them cultivated gardens, so that the 
contrast. between the forty companies, whose income 
was greater than their expenditure, aud the thirty-eight, 
which find themselves in debt, might he explained. It 
is possible and probable that such a comparison would 
show that at the stations of the forty companies there 
were gardens, or that the market value of the ration 
sold was largely in excess of that of the articles of food 
bougbt, pound for pound, and that these conditions did 
not exist at the stations of the thirty-eight companies, 
or that these companies were in the field where no 
savings can be made or benefit derived from gardens. 





that the soldier receives the amount of food allowed 
him by law as aration, nor has it been pretended to 
show what disposition has been made of this allowance. 
I have deemed it important to try and fill up this 
hiatus.” 

On 80: ‘Neither habitually or voluntarily does 
the soldier consume his food in proportion or anything 
like the proportion constituting his Jegal ration.” 

These two statements seem to contain the gist of the 
report, and to indicate on the part of Surgeon Smith a 
belief, 1st, that the soldier does not receive the full 
avount allowed him by law—that if he did, he would 
not be hungry; and next, that such failure, and conse- 
quent bunger, is due to the mal-administration of the 
ration, rather than to any deficiency in the ration itself. 

He fortifies his position by a series of tables, showing 
that in forty out of seventy-eight companies in the De- 
partment of Texas, the money receipts from sales of 
company savings were larger than the expenditures for 
other articles of food, and that a large sum of money was 
spent for other articles than food, and that after such 
expenditure there remains a large unexpended balance 
on hand. Surgeon Smith’s tables would be much more 
instructive as to the point in issue, did they show the 
amount in pounds of rations issued, the amount in 

















Without attempting any discussion as to the amount, 
and kinds of food, necessary to maintain the soldier in 
full health and vigor, I will say that, as to the question, 
does the soldier receive the full amount of the ration 
allowed him by law, or its equivalent in other food, 
sixteen years’ experience as a company commander leads 
me to an entirely different conclusion from that arrived 
at by Surgeon Smith, and I believe, 1st, that not only 
does the soldier, generally, receive and consume the full 
weight of his ration, but in the majority of cases he 
consumes a great deal more, that he always will con- 
sume more if he can get it, and that if he was compelled 
for any great length of time to subsist upon his ration 
alone, complaints of hunger would be loud and fre- 

uent. 
. In support of this opirion, and to show what disposi- 
tion is made of the ration, I submit the accompanying 
tables of sales and purchases, of food only, of a com. 
pany of infantry, for the Ist and 2d quarters of 1876, 
and the 2d and 3d quarters of 1880. These periods 
were selected for the reason that in ’76 a quarter in 


garrison was followed by a quarter in the fiela, in ’80a 


quarter in the field was followed by a quarter in garri- 
son. The ration is put at 3 lbs. 
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During the 1st quarter of ’76 the sales were unusually 
large, savings having been held over for better prices, 
consequent upon exhaustion of supplies in the hands of 
merchants, and the opening of the spring freighting 
season. The —~ ef had considerable game, besides 
an ample supply of vegetables from the company 

en. 


The company was in the field on the Yellowstone 
cam of 1 6, from March 17 to October 6, inclu- 
sive, of that year. On March 31, 76, the company 
It was reduced during 





fund was $4138.34. the ensuing 





six months to $260.87, the difference of $152.47, ben: 
the money value of 2,275 lbs. of food purchased in 
addition to the ration, no part of the ration being sold 
during that time. and most of the additional food having 
been purchased from the Subsistence Department. 

At the beginning of the 2d quarter of 1880, the com- 
pany fund amounted to $363. It was reduced during 
the quarter to $315, there having been sales to Sub- 
sistence Department of 207lbs. to the value of $8.51, 
and purchasers from the Subsistence Department of 
1,015lbs., at a cost of $51.42, leaving a total of food 
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market value, pound for pound, of articles bought and ,the company garden, amounting 
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pounds of rations sold, the amount in pounds of food consumed in addition to the ration of 808lbs., with a 
urchased, and the amount in pounds of food consumed | balance against the company of $42.29. 
i" companies in excess of, or less than, the amount 
dhewed by law; also the price per pound S 1 a large amount of fish and ga 
e 
articles of | been issued on the Yellowstone; at White River, flour 
| was issued and baked by the troops. 


During both of these quarters the company killed and 
me. 
The bread ration was not mulcted, hard bread having 


During the 1st quarter of 1876, vegetables, produce of 
to 6,390lbs., and 
5,400Ibs. for the 3d quarter of 1880, added in the grand 
total to the amount consumed. 

The explanation of the difference between the money 
value of the food sold and bought, $3,040.20 (see report 
of Surgeon Smith), will be apparent to all officers who 
have served at frontier posts, where, generally speak- 
ing, a pound of bacon will purchase from three to five 
pounds of beef, and a pound of coffee from twenty to 
forty pounds of potatoes, or other vegetables, and other 
parts of the ration sell for much more than the commis- 
sary price. It is at such posts as these that companies 
are able to purchase the luxuries spoken of. It cannot 
be done where these or other favorable conditions do 
not exist. 

To illustrate. During the service of the company in 
Montana, covering a period of eight years, the company 
fund rose from nothing to $420, and this notwithstand- 
ing that during the same time was expended for articles 
other than food—amount paid for garden seeds not in- 
cluced —$854.51, and for a-period of six months on the 
Yellowstone, the expenditures were in excess of the re- 
ceipts by $115.52. During twenty-eight months’ ser- 
vice of the company at a post where sales of the ration 
can be made at commissary prices only, and despite the 
fact that for most of the time the company has enjoyed 
the benefitsof a garden, the expenditures have been $139 
ja excess of the receipts. 

The foregoing figures scem to me to fully sustain the 
position taken by Colonel Stanley and Captain Poole that 
the ration allowed by law is not sufficient. 

There seems to be no means of satisfactorily modify- 
ing the ration except by increasing it. So far as my ex- 
perience goes all attempts to vary it by the issue of 
vegetables, etc., have resulted in failure, such issues be- 
ing generally made in ‘lieu of,” and in such small 
quantities as to be practically useless; hence when such 
articles are needed, and the state of the company fund 
will admit, it has been found preferable to purchase; at 
least such was the opinion of a majority of company 
commanders at White River, to whom the option was 
given by the Commissary Department in the winter of 
79 and ’80. 

Bread, meat, coffee, and sugar are the body and bones 
of the field ration, which ought to be increased in the 
three last items. It is true that where a pound of bacon 
can be bartered for twice or thrice that amount of beef, 
and coffee for an entire company can be made in one 
vessel, savings can be made in both these articles, but 
these conditions do not exist in the field nor at the ma- 
jority of posts, and the ration should be constituted for 
field service. 

‘There is nothing to be said in defence of the Post- 
bake-house system, except that the food of which the 
soldier is therein mulcted returns to him in the shape of 
books, papers, music, and other means of instruction and 
amusement; and I very much doubt if the majority of 
soldiers do not prefer it in the latter shape, since at posts 
where they can raise vegetables they do not miss the 
bread, and generally at posts where they cannot the 
bread ration can be and is increased by order. 

I submit that any petition to Congress upon this sub- 
ject should set forth : 

1st. That the law grants the soldier a certain ration. 

2d. It is not enough. 

8d. In consequence thereof the soldicr is, except un- 
der certain adventitious circumstances, ‘constantly 
hungry.” 





GUY AVERALL.* 


In Guy Averall we have the story of the experiences 
of a young Irishman who lands at Castle Garden with 
a few shillings in his pocket, falls into the hands of 
sharpers, engages as a man of all work to a New Jersey 
farmer, becomes captivated with the farmer’s daughter, 
and is, in consequence, summarily dismissed, with 
nothing in the worid except the suit of new clothes 
upon which he had expended all his earnings in the 
hope of capturing his Jersey charmer. Guy next falls 
into the hands of the recruiting sergeant, and his story 
henceforth becomes a part of the history of the Regular 
Army. He tells us, in a somewhat rambling but still 
interesting manner, of his various experiences as a 
uniformed servant of Uncle Sam, until he finally pre- 
sents himself in the shoulder straps of an officer who 
owes his commission, as Beaconsfield’s hero Endymion 
does his advancement, to the good offices of woman. 
So, if his misfortunes began with Eve, his final pros- 
perity is due to her, and the law of compensation once 
more asserts itself. The story gives an interesting 
description of the daily experiences of an enlisted man, 
and will help our officers to see how they are looked 
upon from the standpoint of the company barracks. 








* Guy Averall. A Patriotic Sketch. As written by a Private 
Soldier of the U. S. Army. Philadelphia: E. Claxton and Co., 
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Tue royal engineers have tried the effect of gun cot- 
ton in bringing down two old chimneys at the Dockyard 
Extension works, Chatham, England. The first was 
demolished by placing a necklace of gun cotton inside 
the chimney, the total charge consisting of about four 
and a half pounds. The second was destroyed by plac- 
ing six charges of the explosive in the centre of the base 
of the chimney, the total charge weighing twenty-eight 
ounces. The experiment was very successful. At the 
instant the electric spark ignited the gun cotton the 
chimneys became wrecks. 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Tue success of the magazine rifle in Prussia has 
attracted the attention of the Austrian W C 
Werndl breech-ldader is now being introduced into the | 
Austrian army, twent y-eight infantry regiments and all | 
the rifles and cavalry being already armed with this 
weapon. The adoption of the Werndl system will, 
however, not have been carried through until the year 
1984. The Austrian government is accordingly con- 
templating the propriety of replacing the Werndl rifle 
by a repeater. It is probable that the Jager regiments 
will be at once armed with repeating rifles on the 

c hek system. 
eee trials which have lately been carried out by the 
British War Office to test the fitness of Spanish and 
South American mules for draught purposes have 

roved so far successful that measures are being taken 
for substituting mules for horses throughout the service 
in transport work. ‘ ; j 

Tue Russian naval arrangements in the Black Sea for 
1881 are understood to be as follows:—The command 
will be held by Admiral Arkas, assisted by six staff offi- 
cers. The practice squadron will comprise the two 
Popoffkas, Vice-Admiral Popoff and Novgood, one cor- 
vette, a schooner, and six torpedo cutters, manned by 
82 officers and 792 seamen. Sixty midshipmen and 35 
engineer students will join the squadron for instruction. 
On the east coast of the Black Sea will cruise the 
schooner Don, with 8 officers and 53 men on board. At 
Batoum will be maintained a schooner, with 10 officers 
and 81 men. The hydrographical operations in the Sea 
of Azoff will absorb three vessels anda steam cutter, 
together with 27 officers and 195 men. For surveying 
purposes in the Black Sea will be assigned three 
schooners and a cutter, with 30 officers and 153 men. 
Besides this, there will be a special survey of the north- 
ern coast of the Black Sea, employing 12 sloops, 27 offi- 
cers, and 187 men, and a special survey of the Caucas- 
ian coast, employing six steam cutters, 12 sloops, 29 
officers, and 192 men. For lighthouse purposes, 19 offi- 
cers and 140 men will be set aside; and for port pur- 
poses, 84 officers and 1,169 men. The Black Sea fleet 
will also furnish the Ambassador’s war-vessel at Con- 
stantinople with 9 officers and 79 men, and the Minis- 
ter’s war-schooner at the Pirseus with 8 officers and 47 
seamen. ; 

Hosart Pasua is at last receiving some reward for 
his faithful adherence to the Turkish Navy, having 
chosen to remain in his adopted service even at the cost 
of surrendering his commission in the British navy. He 
is now elevated to a position at the Turkish Admiralty 
that will give him better opportunities for keeping the 
fleet in a state of efficiency such as he would wish. 

Tue Russian Admiralty has given instructions for the 
building of 57 row-boats, to replace those in use at 
Cronstadt. Some of them will also supersede the steam- 
cutters employed on harbor service, the Admiralty find- 
ing that, owing to the dependence on steam, the seamen 
have lost a deal of their proficiency in rowing of late 
years. This deiect is to be energetically rectified next 
season at Cronstadt. 

Six formidable vessels are to out of the dockyard 
hands at Portsmuuth, England, and to be ready fur com- 
mission, if required, by the 3lst of March. The first 
of these ships is the Jnjlexidle, a turret-ship, of 11,407 
tons, carrying four 80-ton guns, and the largest man-of- 
war yet constructed ; the Dreadnought, a turret-ship, of 
10,950 tons, carrying four 38-ton guns, and second, 
therefore, only to the Jnflexible; the Devastation, a 
turret-ship, of 9,157 tons, and carrying four 35-ton guns ; 
the Sultan, a first-class broadside ship, of 9,286 tons, 
and carrying eight 18-ton and four 12-ton guns; the Je- 
pulse, a broadside ship, carrying ten 9-tor guns; and 
the Volage, one of the unarmored, cruisers, are the 
other vessels. 

A sEMAPHORE service has been organized along the 
Italian coast, in telegraphic correspondence with Austria, 
Denmark, Norway, France, Germany, Spain, and 
Portugal. The Italian semaphore service will also give 
notice by telegram of the arrival of vessels in port to 
all persons who desire it, on payment of the telegram 
when it is delivered. The stations have signal masts to 
give warning of bad weather, and provide interesting 
meteorological reports gratis to all vessels applying for 
information. 

Tue London Army and Navy Gazette evidently has 
not a very high opinion of the British military system, 
as it says with reference to the recent departure of the 
Inniskilling Dragoons for service at the Cape: ‘‘ No 
more unmistakable evidence of the rottenness of our 
mnilitary system could be adduced than the state of the 
Inniskilling Dragoons when they embarked the other 
day for the Cape. The regiment was proceeding on 
active service, and yet it had to sail eight officers under 
its establishment. Some members of Parliament and 
public agitators complain that the British army is over- 
Officered. If it is so, how do they explain the fact of 
having to send a regiment on active service, in the 
State which the Inniskillings are at the present time ?” 

Vick ApMIRAL SiR LEOPOLD McCiinTook left Bermuda 
Jan. 7, inthe Northampton, with the Fantome in com- 
pany, for the West Indies. He was expected to arrive 
at Jamaica on Feb. 2. 

“OnE with Experience,” writing relative to the 
Atalanta report, says: ‘‘I served in a very similar ship 
four and a half years. We carried twenty guns, and 
had open skids all over main deck, amidsbips, through 
upper deck, and with frightful weather, lying too off 
the Horn, under trysails, with topsails blown away, no 
One dreamed of the ship being unsafe. But then in those 
days sailors were accustomed to be on the look-out, and 
ready for any emergency of sails or otherwise; but in 
these days of steamers we cannot train sailors as they 
used to be trained to manage pure sailing vessels. The 
Tace is gone, and I don’t believe it possible to train 
either men or officers to manage sailing vessels with a 
Steam navy as at present, and I certainly think the 
training is not required. Small corvettes I consider by 


'steam in a gale of wind, and how to manage a steamer 
at all times under sail, or with steam and sail. 

young Officers also require to learn the management of 
ar Office. The steam launches and of torpedo boats, and not sailing 
boats. 
trained in rough weather to go away in lifeboats.” 


Our 


Rowing should, of course, be kept up, and men 


A MORALIZER On the coadition of married officers in 
the French army says: ‘‘Of course there are officers’ 
wives of different sorts. Some ‘get on’ with their 
husbands’ comrades; some develop into very old 
soldiers indeed, ‘holding their own, and more than 
their own, in regiments ;’ and in France a married offi- 
cer is ‘ necessarily shut out from much that is gay and 
pleasant ; he cannot take his wife with him toa ‘ puiich’ 
or a convivial supper.’ But, as a rule, by the time that 
an Officer’s age covers a quarter of a century these de- 
privations are surely not to be weighed against the 
more engrossing interests which are interwoven with 
the pleasures uf a married life. The former are well 
enough in their way during the earlier years of a mili- 
tary career, when the mind is perhaps unsettled and no 
distinct object of ambition presents itself. But, after 
a while, many a man feels the necessity of a faithful 
counsellor, who is not likely to ridicule his castles in the 
air, but who would rather, if even for her own sake 
only, prompt his ambition, keep his secrets, and not 
show signs of weariness at his oft-repeated lucubrations 
and well-known anecdotes.” 

Tue cable-laying shin Kangaroo recently ran from 
New Zealand to St. Vincent without once stopping the 
engines. The distance of 9,500 miles, supposing about 
sixteen miles to be run every hour, represents continu- 
ous work for twenty-five days—a fairly sufficient testi- 
monial to the excellence of the machinery. 

ITALIAN papers are rejoicing over the fact that the 
great war vessel, the Duilio, has proved by her first voy- 
age that she is capable of facing any sort of weather. 
She left the Gulf of Spezia on the 21st ultimo, in a strong 
south gale, that might have made even the commander 
of a well-proved ship anxious. The sea was so high 
outside the Gulf that the commander thought it prudent 
to coast the Isle of Corsica, and on arriving in the Straits 
of Bonifaccio the wind changed to the northeast, blow- 
ing with increased violence. Notwithstanding the 
strength of the gale, the Duzio and her engines behaved 
excellently and she made thirteen knots an hour. Un- 
der ordinary circumstances it is belicved she will exceed 
fifteen knots per hour. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


J. B. P. asks “‘ at what hotel in Louisville was General W. Nel- 
son shot by Gen. J.C Davis."" ANns.—At the Galt House, on the 
29ih of September, 1862. 

F. W. F. asks “ how to obtain the discharge from the Army of 
a minor who enlisted without the consent of his parents.*”” Ans.— 
Make a full representation of the case, by letter, to the Adj>tant- 
General U. S. Army. Washington, D. C., and doubtless its merits 
will be fully inquired into. 

J. D. C. asks : “‘ How can an enlisted man of the Artillery or 
Infant:y get transferred into the Signal Corps ? Does it require 
outside influence to get the transfer?’ ANs.—Trausfers are oc 
casiona'ly made from the line to the Signal Corps. Apply for such 
transfer through commandiog officer. ‘‘ Outside influence” is 
always useful, 

Drummer, Tist N. Y., asks: 1. Can a company compel an enlisted 
drumm:r to py the reguiar compa: y dues in comm: n with the 
other members of the cumpany, when the drummer was enlisted 
by the commandant with the un“erstand'ng th«t he would not be 
charzed dues, and would not be compelled to a tend Co. ¢rills or 
meeti"gs, but to py all attention to the drum corps and promote 
its welfare? 2. If the Co. insists on his paying dues, could 
the drummer claim he was iMegally enlisted and could he demand 
his dischsrge? 3 If adrummer should refuse to pay company 
dues, could the com.any refuse to pay him for parades ? 4. Do 
you think it proper to ask company dues from a drummer ? 
5. Have you ever heard of a case where a drummer was compelied 
to pay company dues_ If you have please let me know when and 
where it happened if possible, ana did it prevail for any length 

f ime? 6. Can we claim we are illegally enlisted according to 
statement in ques ion 1, and if yes, how can we sever our connec- 
tion with the company? Ans.—1. Legally, yes; but they are gen- 
erally excused from atten“ance at company drills and dnes to the 
comp ny. 2. No. If the drummer signed the en'istment paper 
without readirg its p:ovisions, he slone is te blame. 8. No. His 
dues «* a member of the company should be correcied by Court- 
martial. 4, Regiments and companies make laws for th< ir inter- 
nal ,overnment, and, as we have not received copies of the By- 
Laws of the regiment and its nine companies, it is impossible for 
us to decide. 5. Yes, in Co, C, 12th New Yerk, urder Capt. Wm. 
V. Byrne. It prevailed until the Captain had made the drummer 
understand that he was amenable to military liw as an enlisted 
m.nof the National Gua'd. 6. You have the right to bring the 
question before the civil cour s, and, before a jury, determine the 
question of supposed fraud. 

J. J. H. asks, “in regard to the semi-annual statements of 
clothing accounts on muster rolls, whether it is necessary at the 
end of each six months to set forth on the muster roll the fali 
amount which may have been overdrawn in that six months, 
without regard to the amount of clothing money which may have 
been due the soldier on account of clothing on the previous six 
months; also, whether the sei-annual settlement of c'othing 
accounts 1s for the six month: which it c vers, or does it cover 
period dating from soldier’s enlistment.” Axs. The muster rolls 
of June 30 and Dec. 31 must show the amounts for overdrawn 
ciothing ‘* due the United State-,” at the date of the muster roll ; 
that is, of course, if there has teen clothing overdrawn. In other 
words, the entire clothing a count of each sol. ier is belanced up 
every six months, and if there is anything «ue the U. S, the 
amount is entered on the mu ter rolls; if there is anything due 
the soidier. on account of c othing not drawn, it is entered on the 
company clothing book. Con-ult War Dept. G. O. 51 of 1872 and 
3 of 1880. 

OL asks: 1. When will the appointments of cadets at large for 
1882 be made? 2 When will the cadets appointed be entitled to 
enter the academy? 3. Can appointments be made from enlisted 
men? ANs, —1. Whenever the incoming President sees fit. 2. In 
June of each year. 3. Yes, ‘f the President sees fit. The cadet 
must be not less than 17, nor over 22 years of age. 

E. R. asks: When will the next vacancy occur at West Point 
for the 17th Ohio Congressional District, and who represents that 
district ia the academy at the present time? ANns.—No appoint- 
ment of cadets fr m Ohio wll be made until after the 4th of 
March. In the rearranging of ‘he districts the cadet originally 
appointed from the 17th District belonzs now to some other, but 
where will not be officially known till after the next administi ation 

mes in, 

: A. T. asks: When will the next vacancy in the U. S. Naval 
Academy, to be filled from she 14th Dis rict, New Yor State, 
occur, p ovided the present appointee does not fail. On what 
vessel is Mr. Hurlow statioved. Wherec*n acopy of the Navy 
Register for 1881 be obtaines? Awns.— Cadet Mi ‘shipman Harlow 
graduates iv June, 1881. The varancy will be filled in Sep ember, 
1881. Mr. Harlow is attached to the Asiatic Stati n, but he has 
been ordered to return home, so as to be here by June. A Navy 
Register for 1881 will be sent you so soon as it 's issued. 
usTice--Answer to ‘ H. , T ” in the JourNat of the 29th ult. 
gives pay of officers of the U. 8. R. M. ‘Ihey, also, when on duty, 
receive, in addition to their pay, 30 cents per diem in lieu of 





far the best school in which to teach them how to use 


ration, 


THE STATE TROOPS. 


THE STATUS AND NEEDS OF NEW YORK’S NATIONAL 
GUARD--ANNUAL REPORT OF GEN. F. TOWNSEND. 


GENERAL HeapquarRrTers, STATE oF New York, 
ApsuTaNntT GENERAL's OFFICE, 
ABany, December 31, 1880. 


His y ~~ Governor Alonzo B. Cornell, Conimander-in- 
hief : 


Sim : I have the honor to submit the following as the Re- 
port of this Department for the year ending the 3lst of De- 
cember, 1880 : 

Organization.—On the 31st of December, 1879, my prede- 
cessor, Major General John B. Woodward, reported the 
National Guard as comprising twenty thousand two hundred 
ana eighty officers and enlisted men; since which date four 
new companies of infantry have been organized, viz.: the 
34th Separate Company, Captain Charles W. Folger, at Ge- 
veva, Ontario County ; the 35th Separate Company, Captain 
Charles E. Renwick, at Oneida, Madison County ; the 36th 
Separate Company, Captain Austin A. Yates, and the 37th 
Separate Company, Captain Clinton C. Brown, the two latter 
at Schenectady, Schenectady County. It was deemed at the 
time desirable to organize one company in Schenectady, in- 
asmuch as there were in that city extensive manufacturing 
interests employing a large number of operators, and there 
was already a State armory in the place ; but through a mis- 
apprehension of the instructions of this Department two 
companies were found to be ready for preliminary inspection, 
and it was upon the report of the inspecting officer, detailed 
from this Department, that both companies comprised su— 
perior and desirable material that it was determined to or- 
ganize both of them. 

During the past year, among the weaker and inefficient or- 
gauizations, the following have been disbanded. namely, the 
7th Division, the 2d and 12th Brigades, the 49th and 54th 
regiments (with the exception of the latter's Co. E, which 
has been retained in the service as the 8th Separate Company 
of Infantry), the 15th Battalion and the 2d and 8th Separate 
Companies of Infantry, the 3d regiment and Troops H, F, 
and K Cavalry and Batteries H, C, and Iof Artillery. The fol- 
lowing consolidation has also been effected in the disbandment 
of the Battalion of Artillery, by the consolidation of Battery 
I with Battery , and Troop L Cavalry has been reorganized 
as an infantry company and assigned to the 65th regiment as 


. E. 

The National Guard now comprises six divisions, eleven 
brigades, twenty-one regiments, five battalions, and thirty- 
six separate companies of Sinfantry, seven separate troops of 
cavalry, and ten separate batteries of artillery, making in 
the aggregate eighteen thousand one hundred and sixteen 
officers and enlisted men. 

Uniforms and Equiyments.—This force is now completely 
equipped by the State and fully uniformed, though the um- 
forms are of a motley, and for a good part of an antique 
character, flimsy and unserviceable, adapted to the fancy pa- 
rades of ceremony rather than the severer duties of the sol- 
dier. The belts, cartridge boxes, and knapsacks are also 
somewhat to be criticised | oth as to the heterogeneous charac- 
ter of the combination and in view of those of a more im- 
proved and substantial character now being issued to the 
National Guard of other States. 

Arms .—The infantry is armed with the Remington rifle 
of the calibre of fifty hundredtbs of an inch. For manifest rea- 
sons it is certainly to be regretted that the calibre is not the 
same as that of the weapon with which the United States in- 
fantry is armed, the calibre of the latter being forty-five 
bundredth of an inch ; but the objection is very much lessened 
in having in the arsenals of the State a reserve of 650 000 
cartridges always on hand suitable to the calibre of this piece, 
By this means the troops have in readinoss their peculiar am- 
munition without relying upon the General Government in 
the emergency of riots or insurrection, and which, if there 
were danger of its exhaustion there would be ample time for 
the manufacture of a fresh supply before it were needed. 
It was to meet this dilemma that I secured from the last 
Legislature an appropriation for the procurement of this re- 
serve. In this connection it is but just to the military au- 
thorities of the State to remark tliat they were in no wise to 
blame for this dissimilarity of calibre. At the time of the 
purchase of the Remington rifles the United States calibre 
was fifty hundiedths of an inch, and the change to forty-five 
hundredths was not dreamed of. Pei hips the change ma 
have been one of the extraordinary developments of rifle 
practice, like that which last year called for the alterations of 
the present sights of the rifles ef the guard to those termed 
the ‘‘Wind Gauge Sights,” and for which an appropriation of 
three thousand dollars was secured from the last Legislature, 
but to which you opposed your veto—or like that which al- 
ready seems to loom in the horizon, namely, the reduction of 
the barrel in length by from four to six inches. But I am 
fully persuaded, notwithstanding all of this, for at least sev- 
eral years to come the Remington rifle exactly as it is found 
in the hands of the troops is au admirable weapon, well cal- 
culated effectively to respond to all the demands hkely to ba 
made upon it. 

Encampnents and Rifle Practice.—It cannot be doubted, 
however, that breech loading arms of precision have consider~ 
ably modified the system of warfare in developing the neces- 
sity of thin skirmish lines, and the necessity that every en- 
listed man should be a good shou ; but before carrying this 
necessity to a refinement it is desirable to husband the mili- 
tary fund to be disbursed, firstly, in disciplining and in- 
structing citizens in those other duties of the soldier which 
enable them to be so managed in mass, that on the de- 
livery of battle oe may be destructive on the skirmish line. 
In my judgment the primal necessity at this juncture is the 
annual encampment of every organization of the National 
Guard for a period of from five to ten days, and the latter 
the better where every guardsman may be —— in- 
structed progressively in the profession of the soldier, en- 
vironed by the actualities of the soldier’s life. To be able to 
accomplish this for the guard, there must be at least a great 
deal less money expended for rifle practice in the future than 
in the past. Since the year 1874, when the practice came to 
be general, there have been expended by the State in 
the matter of rifle practice alone, the following amvounts : 


In 1874 (including ROOD cnicateds ++++.. 938,442 70 
$25,000 i- 1872 to EE Seana 48,400 25 
purchase Creed- MOE ccnievadass .-. 65,021 34 
WROGE eves ecccené $55,656 89/1879 .............. 47,283 99 

ere $4,380 2411880 .............. 23,494 


. 
Making a total for seven years of $312,6.9.66 ; an average 
outlay of $44,668.52. 
Now it is not ecntended that this annual average sum 
would have been suflicieot to annually encamp for even five 
| days, each organization of the whole gwrd of 20,000 men 
/ and pay and ration the same, but it is asserted that the an- 
!nual sum expended for rifle practice, yearly, for the past 
three years would be ample for the expenses of a few regi- 
ments each year in camp. While it is not desirable by any 





| means to dispense with rifle practice, it is proper and neces ; 
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to administer the system relatively to the other needs of | P. Sanger, U. 8. Army, who kindly made an inspection and should be an immunity of war in the future, it would have 
the force, and with a view te economy, I would recommend | an able report in detail of the procedure, character, and con- a National Guard organized to meet this contingency as 
well as that of a more intestinal character. Most assuredly 


the immediate abrogation of the orders whereby prizes and | dition of the school, which is submitted herewith, and to 

decorations are furnished at the expense of the State, and which attention is respectfully invited. To these officers, the time has come for the fancy soldier and the politician to 
for the time, even the cessation of all rifle practice by the ; and to Capt. William 8. Starring, of the Ordnance Depart- step out from the guard, and the guardto settle down to 
guard until the force shall have been reduced to within | ment ; Surg. E. P. Vollum; Capt. A. M. Miller, of the Engi- the professional work of the soldier as the vital principle 
neers ; Capt. E. Van A. Andruss, Ist Artillery ; Lieuts. John of its existence. And just here the query is pertinent, how 


twelve thousand officers and enlisted men, and the State 
shall have provided the proper camping sites, with butts | E. Myersjand C. B. Satterlee, of the 3d Artillery, the thanks , then shall the National Guard be organized in this State? 
thereon, for the drill and discipline of its troops in all that | of the Commander-in-Chief are specially due. ; | What shall be the system by which at an annual expenditure 
The Bureau of Military Statistics, wherein are deposited | not too costly to the State, a citizen soldiery may be pro- 


pertains to the duties of the soldier. € 

There have been but two regiments of the guard to cncamp | the battle flags of the volunteer regiments from this State, | duced which shall be ekilled, reliable, and satisfactory. This 
this year, namely, the 13th regiuent, Col. David E. Austen, | and which contains a valuable museum of relics of the late | problem the present Legislature will be called upon to solve, 
which was encamped for some eight days (from the 2d to the | war, histories of volunteer organizations, models, books, | when the Board of Officers, appointed by the last Legisla- 5 
9th of August) at Rockaway Beach, and the 11th regiment, | papers, portraits, and pictures, continues to be a place of ; ture to codify the military laws, shall have reported to this 
Col. Frederick Unbekant, which was encamped for three | much interest to the public, as is manifested by the large : one the results of its labors. 
days (Aug. 28th to 30th) at New Dorp, 8. J. Their reports | number of persons, from all sections of the couutry, who| Though myself a member of this board, I am at the pre- 
of the same accompany this, and to which reference is in- | annually visit the same, and who average over one thousand | sent writing uncertain as to what may be the final action of 
vited. per month. the board. It is therefore wholly irrespective of its discus- 

New Armories.—The new State armories at Newburgh, The building now occupied by the bureau is totally unfit ; sions or its probable final action, that any recommendations 
Kingston, and Watertown, have been completed this year | for the purpose of the safe keeping of this collection, or for } I may have to offer herein are made. 
and turned over for occupancy to the troops at those stations. | its proper display, and the apartments in the new Capitol, | In view of all the circumstances involved in this problem, 

|Ido not hesitate to suggest that the militia within the 


It is gratifying to contemplate the fact that these armorics which the commissioners thereof are by law required to pro- t 
have each been built within their respective appropriations, | vide for the bureau, cannot be any too soon occupied to pre- | boundaries of the State of New York be divided into three 
vent many articles of value from falling into decay. Particu- | classes. The troops of the first and second classes to be 


and while really fine ornamental structures, are substantial 
and well adapted as models for the purposes intended. larly is this true of the flags of the various volunteer | composed, as far as possible, of the regularly uniformed and 
No action has been had by the commissioners for the erec- | organizations, all of which bear the marks of battle, while | enlisted troops of the present National Guard, to be desig- 
tion as provided for in the Supply Bill of the last Legislature | many are so tattered as to render it impossible to handle | nated the National Guard. The remainder of the enrolled 
of the armories in New York and Brooklyn, by reason of the /them. These flags, as well as many other articles in the | militia to compose the third class, and to be known as the 
continued failure of the authorities in those cities to furnish | collection, should be preserved in cases to protect them from | reserve militia. The term of enlistment for troops of the 
sites therefor, or title thereto satisfactory to the Attorney- | dust, and the general wear and tear to which their exposed | first and second classes to be two and five years respectively, 
General. Nor has any action been taken to increase the | condition subjects them. and when such troops shall have served honorably through 
dimensions of the armory at Oswego, as the appropriation Recommendations on the Reorganization of the National | their respective terms of enlistments, to be honorably dis- 
therefor failed to meet with your approval. For information | Cuard.—In assuming the duties of the office of Adjutant- ——— and become troops of the third class, with all the 
as to the condition of the State armories generally, refcrence | General, my first efforts were directed towards the procure- | privileges and = ey allowed by law, excepting that they 
shall be liable to military duty within the limits assigned to 


is respectfully made to the admirable report of the Chief of | ment of reliable information as to the present character and 
Ordnance, herewith submitted. condition of the National Guard, based upon something | such class, provided that enlisted men of the second class 
Inspection and Muster.—The inspection and muster of the | more than mere reports of routine which fill the shelves of | may, after an honorable service of one year in such «lass, 
National Guard for the current year has been most thoroughly | this office. To this end a system of inspections by the | be promoted to fill vacancies in the enlisted grade of the 
and satisfactorily made by the Inspector-General, and his | inspecting officers attached to the divisions and brigades, | first class, when, after two more years of honorable service 
assistaut, for whose interesting and instructive reports sub- | was instituted, which required from them reports covering a|in such first class they may be honorably discharged into 
mitted herewith, I bespeak a careful perusal worthy the zeal oy od amount of information in detail than commonly to | the third class. The troops of the first class to be organized 
and ability which charecterizes them. found in any ordinary inspection return. From these | into battalions and batteries only ; and in the event of a call 
Of the whole force of the National Guard as mustered, | officers, who for the most part have admirably responded to | upon the State for troops to enter the service of the U.58., 
14,306 were present and 5,067 absent, making a total present | this duty, and especially from the reports of the rigid | the troops of this class are first to respond to such call; if 
i r-General, and of the Assistant | more troops be needed then they should be taken from the 
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and absent of 19,373. inspections of the Inspecto: 
The infantry numbered 12,681 present and 4,355 absent, | Inspector-General, a thoroughly comprehensive knowledge | second class ; but the first class shall be exhausted before a 4 
making a total for the infantry arm of 17,036. of each organization of the National Guard has been | call be made_upon the second class; if more troops be needed % 
The artillery numbered 702 present and 266 absent, making | obtained. after exhausting the first and second classes in the State, 2 
3 


a total for the artillery arm of 968. It affords me pleasure to say that in many respects there | then the commander-in-chief, if the call for troops be au- 
has been a very marked improvement in the force as com- | thorized by act of Congress for that purpose, should issue 


The cavalry numbered 746 present and 398 absent, making 
a total for the cavalry arm of 1,144. pared with its condition during the four years of my pre-| his proclamation calling for regiments of volunteers from 
Division, and brigade commanders and their staffs num- | vious incumbency of this office which terminated on the 31st | the third class, the reserve militia; but if a sufficiency of 
bered 177 present and 48 absent, making a total of 225. of December, 1860. troops cannot be procured by this means, then he should be 
This happy result was certainly to be expected, in view of | authorized by law to issue a proclamation ordering a draft 


The last inspection and muster took place on the 20th of 
October, since which time several changes by disbandment | the fact, that the militia of that period was almost without | from the third class, in the several battalion districts of the 
have occurred. any support from the State, the heavy burthens for its | State, and to appoint and commussion an enrolling board in 
War Claims.—During the current year Col. J. B. Stone- | maintenance falling almost entirely upon the individuals | each of such districts, and cause the drafting to continue 
house, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, was as the agent | composing it, to the disgrace of the patriotism of that day.| until the requisite number of troops shall have been ob- 
of the State been unremitting in his prosecution of the war | Still comparatively poor as it was, it was concededly the best | tained. 
claims against the General Government. With each year the | militiain the Union. It rd gee met we for it by a board of its| In effecting this change such of the enlisted men of the 
suspended claims grow less susceptible of proof, and it is not | Officers, the book of gene regulations, which, amended | present National Guard as may not enlist in the first class 
likely that more than $100,000 of these claims out of $645,-| here and there, still governs the internal economy and | should be accounted troops of the second class, and serve 
190.44 remaining and allowable to the State on the requisite | administration of the force, and of which no other State the remainder of their terms of enlistment in such class. 
roof will ever be secured. During the current year Colonel | could then boast. Companies dissimilarly uniformed in regi- | But no person should be permitted to enlist in the first class 
mehouse recovered $21,421.13, and the same has been | ments were required thereby to provide themselves, and did | unless he shall have served one year in the second class, or if 
passed to the credit of the State. provide themselves with the State uniform therein prescribed ; | a member of the National Guard existing at the time of ef- 
The industry displayed by Col. Stonehouse in the prosecu- | the tactics of the day were sufficiently well distributed, so | fecting such change, unless he shall have been continuously a 
tion of these claims, and the large measure of success which | that the parades for the annual inspection and muster were | member thereof tor one year; but such persons as shall have 
has attended his efforts in the past, are exceedingly com- | accompanied by a series of battalion manceuvres specitically | been honorably discharged therefrom by reason of expira- 
mendable, laid down and required in orders from the General Head- | tion of term of service, or who shall have been honorably 
For further information in detail reference is invited to the | quarters, and which were in the main creditably well | discharged from the military service of the United States, i 
ac:ompanying report of Col. Stonehouse. executed. The troops in the usual street parades presented | or honorably mustered out of its service, should be permit- i 
Signal Service.—The importance of this branch of the ser- | to the non-military eye, then as now, the imposing spectacle | ted to enlist in such first class. And perhaps further, as a 
vice to the National Guard cannot well be overestimated. | of soldiers; indeed, on the breaking out of the Rebellion, | feature of no less importance in the ground work of the 
National Guard, in view of the money expended upon it by 


Indeed, a system by which telegraphic communication beyond | this force, poor as it was, had zeal, patriotism, and discip- 
the reach of the enemy may be kept up by night or by day | line enough to admit of regiments being ordered, and with | the State, I would recommend and urge that none but able- 
with a separate aud beleagured force must commend itself | alacrity marching to the front to hold in check the rebels | bodied men, certified as such by the regimental or battalion 
to the most indifferently informed on military matters, and | while the army of volunteers was being organized at depots, | surgeon, and whose good character is certified to by the 
lecessor, Major-Gen. John B. Woodward, is deserving | and of the —— which thus went to the front, eight of | recruiting officer, st.ould be allowed to enterthe guard. By 
ough the entire war. this means the State is assured, as far as may be, that the 


my 
of thanks for the sagacity he evinced in seconding the efforts | them served 
of Brig.-Gen. Edward L. Molineux, of the 11th Brigade, in| Now in view of these old facts, and from a close study of | recruit will be able to graduate from the guard and as a 


inaugurating a signal service in his brigade, and thereby | the inspection reports referred to above, I submit that the | member of the reserve militia renew his service in the event 
demonstrating ‘its feasibility for the National Guard. Gen. |improvement of the National Guard as a body, in all that | of war, invasion, or protracted insurrection. Also would the 
Molineux has been assiduous in effecting this advance during | pertains to the military skill and efficiency reasonably to be | tone of the guard be greatly enhanced in thus securing only 
the current year, and the practice of his corps culminated on | expected of a citizen soldiery, has not been as marked as| men of good character, to the exclusion of worthless and 
the 29th day of May iu a public display of its utility most | might have been expected. It cannot be gainsaid that there | dangerous material. I firmly believe that it will not be long 
happily successful and encouraging. It will be the effort of | are a number of regiments and separate companies in the | before this system will be adopted as the militia system of 
this department to stimulate at once the organization of a| National Gaard, owing to a succession of superior com-|the Union. But whether it will be adopted or not by the 
similar corps in the 1st Division. manders or to some special circumstance of environment, | present Legislature, I would recommend, as part of the sys- 
Department of Muster Rolls.—In this department there | that would excel similar organizations in any State of the | tem, the reduction of the National Guard down to a force of 
have been received during the past year about four thousand | Union, or equal in tactical knowledge any regular troops, | from ten to not more than twelve thousand officers and men. 
applications, in writing, aud in person, for information relat- | but such organizations comprise bu: a small part of the | ‘Chis number of well disciplined and instructed citizen soldiers, 
ing to New York Volunteers, These applications may be| twenty thousand officers and men constituting the Nation:1 | with the facility at present existing for the reinforcement or 
classified as follows: Applications for certificates of service, | Guard on the first of January last. Certainly it is to be con- | interchange of troops, is, without doubt, abundantly enough 
for description of soldiers, for description of service, for | ceded that the improvement in many organizations is|to meet and control all of the exigencies that may by any 
names and residences of officers and soldiers; for boun-| emphatic and satisfactory, and that there are a larger num- | possibility arise in our midst. But such troops must be 
ties, inquiries as to the fate of soldiers, inquiries as to re-| ber of excellent cones, than in earlier days ; but it cannot be | soldiers, governed on strict military principles, and not for 
enlistment of soldiers, their capture and release, regarding | denied that the force as a whole, in view of the heavy drain } the most part ‘‘menin buckram.” To this end I would sug- 
charges of desertion, causes of discharges, applications for | on the treasury of the State, does not meet the expectations | gest the immediate aisbandment of the weak and ineflicient 
copies of commissions, for dates of issue and acceptance of | of the people, and, I venture to say, cannot as at present | organizations throughout the guard, especially including 
commissions, crediting of men enlisted to localities, for mili- | organized. Since the commencement of the Rebellion, up| expensive and useless cavalry troops, therely bringing the 
tary history of volunteers, for certificates of medical examin- | to and including the year 1880, the State has been lavish in| present force down to near about eleven thousand officers 
ation, ev., etc. Nearly all these applications require an| its appropriations for military purposes, amounting for the | and enlisted men, so that when the depletion shall have 
extensive examination of volunteer records, and it is to be | period to the sum of $7,811,751, and this, it must be remem- | been achieved the troops left in the guard will be principally 
regretted that the records on file in this office are not com-| bered, does not include certaiu large military expenses de-|in the cities of the State and ina few of the larger villages 
, that many rolls are not on file, and that often the a the counties on which there are any portious of | adjacent or readily accessible thereto. The State should be 
i information cannot be furnished. Volunteers who, | the guard, nor the large expenditures of the time and money | divided in three division districts, The 1st Division to in- 
having lost their discharges, want to make application for| of the members of the force itself, which together swells | clude the counties of New York, Kings, Queens, Suffolk and 
bounties, and pensions, or who desire evidence to perfect | the sum to proportions, it seems to me, to speak mildly, | Richmond, with headquarters in New York city. 
claims for yy the Adjutant-General U. 8. Army the | hardly consistent with the results achieved. Indeed it has} The 2d Division the counties of Albany, Clinton, Colum- 
2d Auditor U. 8. Treasury, the Commissioner of Pensions, | been apparent to me for some months that a radical change | bia, Delaware, Dutchess, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Greene, 
fathers, mothers, and children of volunteers, soldiers who | is needed, and as well that public opinion is on the verge of | Hamilton, Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Montgomery, Oneida, 
desire homestead lands, and others apply to this office for | demanding it. Not that the practical mind of the people | Orange, Otsego, Putnam, Rensselaer, Rockiand, St. Law- 
evidence, papers, and information. Applications come from | does not realize now more than ever the necessity of a/ rence, Saratoga, Schenectady, Schoharie, Sullivan, Warren, 
all parts of the United States, from Washington Territory to | National Guard, in a country whose population 1s conu-| Westchester, Washington and Ulster, with headquarters at 
Texas, from Florida to Maine, and generally speaking, the|tinually increasing so rapidly from European immi-} Albany. 
information which this office can furnish is of benefit to the| gration, which has brought and is bringing with it} The 3d Division, the conuties of Allegany, Broome, Cat- 
applicants. ideas so foreign to the liberty with which we are made free ;} taraugus, Cayuga, Chautauqua, Chenango, Chemung, Cort- 
Artiliery School.—The Artillery School inaugurated by my | nor that it has forgotten the conspiracy and riots of the rail- | land, Erie, Genesee, Livingston, Madison, Monroe, Niagara, 
predecessor, has again assembled during the current year, | road employees in 1877, and the well merited services of the | Onondaga, Ontario, Orleans,‘ Oswego, Schuyler, Seneca, 
and by the courtesy of the War Department, at Fort | National Guard of this State therein ; nor that it does not} Steuben, Tioga, Tompkins, Wayne, Wyoming and Yates, 
Hamilton, as in the previous instance. This year the school | realize that there may and probably will be, even in the} witn headquarters at Buffalo. 
compri details of eight officers, non-commissioned offi- | near future, upheavals better organized and more desperate,| It will be found that in this arrangement of the divisions 
cers, and privates from the several batteries of the State, | bloody and costly; but simply because it does realize all | the population of the State is segregated, perhaps as nearly as 
under the command of Major James H. Jones, of the 12th | of this, it desires the National Guard to become a practical | may be into three equal parts, and that the respective head- 
iment, assisted by Major William B. Wetmore, of the 9th | entity, displaying when under arms what it proposes to be, | quurters are located at the three principal strategic points of 
regiment, (both uates of West Point, and late of the | a body of well instructed and well disciplined soldiers, yield- | the State. 
U. 8. Army). he school remained assembled for eight | ing commensurately the practical results of its costly tutel-| For the present and perhaps seme years to come, thes¢ 
days, and the course of instruction was similar to that pur- | age, and not as a certain high officer of the Guard recently { divisions should not comprise more than two brigades each, 
sued last year. declared it to be, ‘simply a social institution, which, if you ' and each brigade not more than two regiments of three bat- 
It affords me much pleasure to ascribe the success of the | undertake to govern on strict military principles you will! talions each (excepting for the Ist Division, which might 
school to the kind interest manifested therein by the War | break;” and I would fain believe it realizes more than this, | have not to exceed four regiments per brigade), and the bat- 
t generally, and particularly by Brig.-Gen. R. ©. | for as it scans the page of 4 be cannot fail to have re- | talion to comprise four companies as the minimum and eight 
Adjutant-Goneral of the Army ; nd Major-General | marked that there have hardly been periods of fifty years | companies as the maximum, and the companies to be fifty 
the Division of the Atlantic; by | duration wherein countries, our own included, have not | officers and men strong as the minimum and one hundred 
Brevet i Eatscey De ; Brevet Major William Sinclair, | been more or less ravaged by war, and that resting in the | officers and men strong as the maximum, and of artillery to 
with, his and its officers ; by Brevet Major Joseph ‘ belief that there are vo phic reasons why there ! each division three batteries as the minimum and six bat- 
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erties as the maximum, the minimum battery comprises one 
ae eaced and six officers and enlisted men, and the haemo 
battery one huudred and twenty officers and cutioted te inet. 
By this organization, the elastic principle which should 
inhere in every permanent military force is placed where it 
rightly belongs, in the enlisted material; that part of the 
body which does the brunt of the fighting, and the principle 
can be readily resorted to whenever the occasion warrants its 


application. aal ce 
‘9 illustrate the elasticity of the principle (as example 


» A). 

* Pinion, the battalions of which having the minimum 
number of companies, and the companies of the minimum 
strength, would comprise: Major-general, 1; brigadier- 
generals, 2; colonels, 4; lieutenant-colonels, 4; battalion 
majors, 12; captains, 48; Ist lieutenants, 48; 2d lieutenants, 
48; enlisted men, 2,256; total, 2,423. Add for staff and non- 
commissioned staff, 221; add for artillery three batteries, 
minimum, 318; making a total for division of 2,962, and for 
three divisions a total of 8,886. 
As example No. 2). _ 

division, the battalions of which having the minimum of 
companies, but the companies of the maximum strength, 
would comprise: Major-general, 1; brigadier-generals, 2; 
colonels, 4; lieutenant-colonels, 4; battalion majors, 12; cap- 
tains, 48: 1st lieutenants, 48; 2d lieutenants, 48; enlisted 
men, 4,656 ; total, 4,823. Add for staff and non-commis- 
sioned staff, 221; add for artillery three batteries, minimum, 
$18; making a total for division of 5,362, and for three divi- 
sions a total of 16,086. 

‘As example No. 3). 

division, the battalions of which having the maximum 
number of companies, but the companies of the minimum 
strength, would comprise: Major-general, 1; brigadier- 
generals, 2; colonels, 4; lieutenant-colonels, 4; battalion 
majors, 12; captains, 96; 1st lieutenants, 96 ; 2d lieutenants, 
96; enlisted men, 4,512; total, 4,823. 
commissioned staff, 221; add for artillery three mmimum 
batteries, 318; making a total of division of 5,362, and for 
three divisions a total of 16,086. ' 

(As example No. 4). 

A division, the battalions of which having the maximum 
number of companies, and the companies of the maximum 
strength, would comprise: Major-general, 1; brigadier- 
generals, 2; colonels, 4; lieutenant-colonels, 4; battalion 
majors, 12; captains, 96; Ist lieutenants, 96; 2d lieutenants, 
96; enlisted men, 9,312; total, 9,623. Add for staff and non- 
commussioned staff, 221; add for artillery six batteries, maxi- 
mum, 720; making a total for division of 10,564, and for 
three divisions a total of 31,692. 

‘As example No. 5). 

division, whose first brigade had maximum number of 
companies to battalions, but the companies of the maximum 
strength, and whose second brigade had minimum number 
of companies to battalions, and the companies of minimum 
strength, would comprise: Major-general, 1; brigadier- 
generals, 2; colonels, 4; lieutenant-colonels, 4; battalion 
majors, 12; captains, 72; 1st lieutenants, 72; 2d lieutenants, 
72; enlisted meu, 3,384; total, 3,623. Add for staff and non- 
commissioned staff, 221; add for artillery three batteries, 
minimum, 318; making a total for division of 4,162, and for 
three divisions a total of 12,486. 

As example No. 6). 

division, of whom twelve battalions, three had maximum 
number of someone of minimum strength, and the remain- 
ing battalions having the minimum number of companies 
and of minimum strength, would comprise: Major-general, 
1; brigadier-generals, 2; colonels, 4; lieutenant-colonels, 4: 
battalion majors, 12; captains, 60; 1st lieutenants, 60; 2d 
lieutenants, 60; enlisted men, 2,820; total, 3,023. Add for 
staff and non-commissioned staff, 221; add for artillery three 
batteries, minimum, 318; making a total for division of 3,562, 
and for three divisions a total of 10,686. 

From the foregoing examples, which sufficiently illustrate 
some of the permutations of which the system is suscepti- 
ble, I would suggest for the Ist Division a reurganization 
under example No. 3, aud for the remaining two divisions a 
reorganization under example No, 1. 

This would give a total for the Ist Division of 5,362; 2d 
Division, 2,962; 3d Division, 2.962; and for the State, 11,286; 
or the ist Division might be reorganized under example No. 
8, the 2d Division under example No. 6, and the 3d Division 
under example No.1. This would give a total for the 1st 
Division of 5,362; 2d Division, 3,562; 3d Division, 2,962; 
muking a total for the State of 11,886. 

I would fmther recommend that the force thus reduced be 
provided at ouce, and kept provided by the State with a ser- 
vice dress and accoutrements adapted to each arm of service 
of the most improved, practical, and durable nature, which 
it should be obliged to wear on all parades required by law. 

As a still more imperative necessity in the development of 
this system, I would recommend and urge as & Sine quz non 
the purchase by the State of two camping sites, eligibly 
located in a military and hygienic sense, one somewhere on 
the banks of the Hudson, and the other near Buffalo, on 
which shall be prepared the usual butts for target practice 
and the requisite buildings for storehouses of the camp and 
garrison equipage when not in use. To one or the other of 

camps each organization of the Guard should be or- 
dered anuually, there to remain for five or ten days for 
ne instruction in the School of the Soldier, Company, 
and Bi talion, in the evolutions of the line, in rifle practice, 
and generally in the science as well as in the art of war; for 
the role of the soldier is a profession which needs to be 
studied as well as practiced. 

At these camps the annual inspection and muster of each 
Organization of the Guard should occur, and all of the duties 
discharged in accordance with an established order exercises 
for each day. 

The State should provide for the transportation of th 
troops to and from the camps, and pay and ration them 
while there. 

As another feature of ground work, I would recommend 
a the elective principle as applied to the Guard be aban- 

loned, and promotion by seniority of the officers and non- 
commissioned officers left in the force after the completion of 
its reduction substituted therefor. These officers and non- 
commissioned officers have already been elected, and if 
worthy of advancement as tested by examination should be 
Promoted to fill vacancies as they occur. 

A military body is not a town meeting, either in whole 
orin part, and the principles governing such assemblages 
cannot by the very nature of things obtain in military organi- 
zations if they are to succeed as such, 

A force thus constituted, officered and instructed, it is safe 


by say, would present, as has been suggested, many inviting |. 


to the yearly increasing clags of young men gradu- 

from the high schools and common schools of the 

y= Here at hand is certainly a class which owes a debt to 

whe State for superior education whieh the individuals com- 
rms have secured the anh 


a through 
‘high sentiment of honor cultivated in schools, 
es bound to sustain 


should feel themselv: and foster the Na- 
Gorey rare, by becoming to a very considerable extent its 
be jus make something of a return for the boon 


Add for staff and non- | d 
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in force, that in three years’ time the National Guard would 
become a creditable body of real soldiers, enjoying the pride 
and respect of the people, and this result would be achieved, 
at an expenditure per annum considerably less than the 
average annual expenditure for military purposes during the 
past twenty years. 

Conclusion.—In conclusion I beg to assure you, sir, that it 
has been my aim during the past year to discharge the duties 
pertaining to this office in a manner calculated in my judg- 
ment to enhance the best interest of the guard—duties whic 
T have found to be of a very responsible and laborious nature— 
and it affords me peculiar gratification to be able emphati- 
cally to testify my high respect and esteem for my fellow 
workers in the office. 

To Col. John 8. McEwen, Assistant Adjutant-General, who 
has so ably and faithfully co-operated in the management 
and labor of the office, I feel especially grateful. To Col. 
Frederick Phisterer, Acting ;Assistant Adjutant-General, for 
his intelligent management of the intricate business con- 
nected with the bureau of muster rolls, I owe my warm 
a Indeed the happy selection of this able 
and experienced officer has been to mea source of self- 
gratulation. 

Col. J. B. Stonehouse, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 
whether at his desk in the office or as State Agent at Wash- 
ington in the prosecution of war claims against the General 
Government, commands my high appreciation and respect ; 
and considering the large volume of business transacted in 
the office, and the paucity of clerical aid, I should be doing 
violence to my feelings did I not now give utterance to the 
warm commendation which I have so frequently entertained 
of the intelligent discharge by Mr. E. B. Ten Broeck of his 
duties of chief clerk of this office, and that of his assistants, 
Capt. Horatio P, Stacpole, and Hugh B. McLean, and. my 
thanks are also due to Mr. Christian Schurr, the messenger, 
for the satisfactory manner iu which he has discharged his 
uties. Frepk. TowNsEND, Adjutant-General. 





SeventH New Yorx.—Battalion drills were commenced in 
this regiment on January 28, Companies C, H, and I report- 
ing for duty. The equalization was six companies, twelve 
files, and at 8.20 the battalion was handsomely turned over to 
Col. Clark, who was the instructor. The colonel began at 
the beginning ‘‘to open and close ranks,” after which a 
march in column of foursto the right and left was executed, 
step perfect, alignments and distances accurate. In column 
of fours break from the right to march to the left, and then 
‘** on right into line,” the distances were but fair, while the 
guides were slow to advance onto the new alignment, espe- 
cially was this fault noted in the 2d and 3d companies in line. 
The movement was repeated by the left, and then double 
time in column of fours was taken up, and an “on right into 
line” executed. The step was regular and distances well pre- 
served, and had the guides been prompt there would have 
been no fault to find with the movement. The double columa 
of fours was then formed, and a deployment by right and 
left front into line executed. This mancuvre was marred -b: 
the failure of} the color company to take up the double time, 
while the left centre company but partially executed the 
movement. A repetition was perfect. After forming front 
into line from column of fours, the double column of fours 
was in formed, and this time deployed by two movements. 
At the close of this movement, the 2d company in line re- 
mained at the ‘‘carry,” while the lst and 3d very properly as- 
sumed the “support.” The left wing was very slow to sup- 
port arms, but when the movement was completed the 
colonel directed the ist and $d companies to return to the 
carry, thus leaving the battalion half and half. This point 
of tactics has already been officially decided. The move- 
ment is not by wings, but battalion, and the right wing should 
have supported arms. Both thecol. and commandant of the 
2d Co. were in error. An advance battalion front was then 
executed, the line of battle marching the full length of the 
drill room and return in splendid shape, amid a hearty round 
of applause. It was the first time we had ever seen the regi- 
ment advance any distance in line of battle, and it most cer- 
tainly held its reputation for steadiness and precision. The 
passage of obstacles was good, but the return of the com- 
— broken to the rear was slow and ragged. This was 
ollowed by an advauce in line in double time, which fairly 
astonished the spectators. The alignment was absolutely 
perfect, while the step was accurate. The applause was as 
spontaneous as well deserved, and the movement shows that 
with a little practice the command will manceuvre as good in 
the double as in quick time. A formation of column of fours 
into line by two movements was marred by the failure of the 
1st and 2d companies to support arms after the dress. Right 
of companies rear into column was excellent, and a march 
in column double time, with left into line wheel, were splen- 
didly executed. These movements were repeated by the left, 
but at the “rear inte column” the 2d and 5th companies 
were at fault. The double time and wheelings were again 
handsomely executed, and at the wheel into line the distances 
were perfect, not a break being observed. Companies break 
from the right to march to the left, with a march in column 
and then on right into line, were first class, the turns being 
all cleanly.executed. These movements were executed to the 
left equally well. From column of fours, companies lett 
front into then a march in column and wheel into line, 
showed the first loss of distance, and that in the right wing. 
By the left the movements were repeated correctly. 
‘Change front on first company” was handsomel; 
formed, the half wheels being excellent. A march by the 
flank of companies, with repeated changes of direction, were 
all good, but at ‘companies right front into line,” the right 
companies mistaking the order, executed a left front, and for 
a time there was some confusion. The movement was re- 

ted in splendid shape. After a march in column of fours, 
ouble time, the battalion was wheeled into line and dis 
missed. The drill from first to last was a most successful 
one, and though the first of the season, fully maintained the 
past reputation of the famous 7th, while the accuracy with 
which the double time movements were executed surprised 
and delighted the spectators. 

Companies B, C, and K were drilled on Wednesday, Feb. 2, 
= on Monday, Feb. 7, Companies D, E, F, and G will take 

eir turn. 


Srxty-Nintu, New Yornr.—The preparations for the grand 
review by Major-General McClellan and the presentation of 
the beautiful stand of colors, won at the fair of St. Francis 
Xavier’s church, to be held at the armory on the evening of 
January 3ist, were all completed when, on Sunday, the com- 
mand was startled by the publication of the following order, 
received by Ool. Oavanagh on a eS 29th : 

art fr faginent, 'N. @. 8.N.Y., New. York, 

N. G. ;¥., New 
The Armories o 
.are not to be em- 


a -- ae -~ — 


Vv. 
-nini 
1881,’ is-hereby revoked. 
the National G or. izati 


ace Gish 
esary 17 


this order to his Oommand. By order of the Oommander~in- 


hief, 
‘* PREDERICK TowusEnys Maj.-Gen. and Adj. Gen. 8. N. Y.” 
is: 


© 


Y | A at the armory January 27—were well attended. 


an admission fee to help raise funds 
a College in bis Parish " ' 
The announcement of Gen. Townsend's order created much 
excitement not only in the 69th regiment, but in New York 
city and Brooklyn. The following order was then issued by 


Col. Cavanagh : 
bh V., General Orders No. 2, 


for the occasion, ha permitted the Rev. Father Deal: 
for establishing 


‘ ah revocation of Paragrap! 
. 8., Headquarters of the Regiment, ha altogether 
set the ements already perfected a pres Parade, 
Review and Presentation of colors on Monday, January 1st 
pov General Orders No. 2, C.8., are hereby counter- 
manded.” 

To a reporter Gen. Townsend has given this view of his 
action: ‘‘There was no reason for the Sixty-ninth 
Regiment to be made an example of, nor was there any in- 
tention of annoying that organization. There was a simple 
duty to be performed. My attention had been drawn to the 
fact that Col. Cavanagh proposed to charge an admission fee 
to his armory, not for the benefit of the ment, but for a 
charitable undertaking entirely without a character. 
All that remained for me to do was to revoke so much of the 
order issued by him as referred to the proposed charge to 
visitors. The revocation of that order does not interfere 
with the mpeagiion and concert to be goer as part of the 
celebration of their reception of the colors,” The officers of 
the Sixty-ninth, on the other hand, are understood to hold 
that it would huve been a wiser course to allow the ceremonies 
to take place and then issue an order hereafter forbidding 
any affair of such a character from pay Pani in an armory, 
In the meanwhile the regiment has not idle and at a 
joint meeting of the officers and the church committee it has 
been decided to engage the American Institute Building, 3d 
avenue and Sixty-third street, in which to have the ceremony 
of presentation of colors to the regiment. The en’ in- 
ment is to take place Monday evening. Feb. 7th,. and tickets 
oan issued for admission to the armory will be recognized 
at the Rink. i 


VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— Gen. J. M. Varian, 3d N. Y. Brigade, hay detail 
Lieut.-Col. F. A. Schilling, 8th ; Cane ie 8. Steele, 7th 
regt., and Oapt. C. F. Beebe, 3d brigade staff, as a Court- 
martial for the trial of delinquent officers during the year 
= “— court will convene at the State armory, Monday, 

‘eb. ‘ 


— Tue 8th N. Y., will hold a grand tion at its armory 
in honor of Washingtono’s birthday, Feb. 32d. 

— Tse court-martial for the trial of delinquent officers in 
the ist N. Y. Brigade will consist of Col. 8. O. Ryder, 9th 
regiment ; Lieut.-Ool P. Kraeger, 11th regiment ; and aj. 
H. W. Webb, brigade staff. The court convene at the 
—e of the 12th Now York February 17, at 8 p. u. 

— Tae annual receptions of Cos. A and E, 9th New York— 
E at the Lexington Avenue Opera House on me 24 and 

i The mem- 
bers and their guests were well satisfied with the sroviddons 
made for their entertainment, while the music under Ar- 
buckle was faultless. The drill and review of Uo, A, old 
‘oun Guard,” were well executed and most heartily en- 
oyed. 

— Tue reception given by Co. K, 138th New Yo i 
armory January 28, was one of the most successful = o> 
by a company of the 2d Division. J. M. tz was n usical 
director and furnished the company with a very chowwe g3 ec- 
tion, both vocal and instrumen' while Dr. Farley gave 
several of his very best readings, and received well deserved 
applause. Dancing followed. During the evening Captain 
Squires, the commandant of the company, was 
with an el t set of resolutions, expressive of the a 
ciation of the men in his work for their improvement, ete. 

— Tue 12th New York will be instructed in battalion move- 
ments at its armory during the month as follows: Cos, G 
and H, Tuesday, Feb. 8; Cos. B, E, and I, Friday, Feb. 11 - 
Cos, A, F and K, Monday, Feb. 14. All recruits enlisted since 
Oct. 1, 1880, are directed to report for inspection at the 
pay? on as day, as 
— Carr. H. T. Braaa, Co. A, 18th New Y at unan- 
omy me ope gs mene a his com — ae per- 
sonal ap) re) . Austen, consented to wi 
resignation of his <n erg 
— THE proceedings, ings, and sentence of 
martial for the trial of Ist Lieut. Wm. L. Franz, on Olen 
New York, on charges: First. Disobedience of ordera, 
Second. Conduct es udicial to good order and discipline. 
Third. Disrespect to his superior officer and breach of : 
have been approved by Gen. Jourdan. Of the seven charges 
ee — a guilty on five, and sentenced him 

> ‘rom the service of the Natio uard 
the —_ of a : - =s ad 
— “Or course it was only a matter of form, old expe- 
rienced officers like Lieutenant-Colonel-elect T, V. Tattler 
Major-elect bec ag eer of the 47th, going before the 
Brigade Ex Board. However, went, said: 
*‘ How are you?” to the Examiners, and were declared to have 
et a very brilliant examination.”-Brooklyn Union-Argus, 
ur contemporary is usually very sharp in hunting up the 
military news in klyn, but in this case it has let ju- 
dice override ita a Both the officers menlioned 
were forced to prove capabilities before the 
board. byt yet nes the man questions given, as a 
specimen of the * How are you?” “A brigade of three regi 
ments, marching in column of fours, left in front, the com- 
mand is given, on second battalion left front into line.” Af- 
ter a few minutes a Lieut. Col. Tuttle explained the 
movement correctly. ‘I'he question is one that would 
@ majority of officers now in commission, and few of them 
would answer without serious thought. We are pleazed to 
record that the examining board of the llth are not 
content with “‘ How are you?” or its etc., as the qi 
0 aes sale 
— TuE follo are the offici in the com: 
sioned officers, 8. N. Y., Eee ending Jan : 
R. J, 10th ——, ure 
lst Lieut. Chas. M. Williams, 12th 
regiment ; Capt. L. Cook, Jr., 1st Lieut. T. G. Thorne, 18th 
regiment ; Chaplain E. ©. Parkinson, Capt. A. L. Boivi 
ment ; 2d Lieut. G. E. Nearing, 51st . 
Lieut. Chas. H. Furnell, 74th regiment ; 2d Lieut. Thos. A. 
Elgin, 2ist Sep. Co. Commissiimed—Lieut. Col. Robt. 
phant, A.A.G., lst 3 | H. C. 
officer, Capt. O. 8. Warren, ist Lieut. E. H. Ro A.D 
14th Brigade ; ist Lieut. Wm. Strinning, foe Ey 
Lieut. Sydney Faber, 12th regiment; ist Lieut. Chas’ H. 


Luscomb, regiment ; Capt. J. G. 
ment ; 2d Lients. HL. Biefke, Thos, 
Brevet commissions have 2 issued 








It is believed that if the above suggestions were to be put 


The paragraph 
“*¥.—Only members of the Regiment in uniform and in- 
yited military guests ; 


will be admitted free; the Regiment, 
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creditable shape. A dress followed, ‘ormed in the Behan desires to assure yan pores not. only hiscom-| ALLE I'S BRAIN FOOD—Positiveiy cures Nervous Debility. t 
regiment's best style, sal ot the oes Gteont | mana, bu but the citizens generally of New Orleans, will have | 80d ali weakness of generative organs —price $1—6 for $5 —al! ara 
sented the ‘Markeman's badges" by the at sincere pleasure in welcoming you and in striving to render ; 18t8. Send for circular to Allen's Pharmacy, 815 Ist Ave., N. 
Creedmoor during the past year. He als> presented Oli- pe meng you a visit which he feels will be onal in its 
ver medal, for the aggregate score in the tal | significance as demonstrating that the day of sectionalism in BIRTH. 
team matches last fall, to George L. Fox, Oo. A, and aay Gaamy oak cal a es eae ate oe helen 
the regimental badge, for the highest score in ably and cordially entertain the soldiers of the Empire State | _ Euriorr.—At Vallejo, California, Jan. 19, 1881, to the wife of 
last season, to Corpl. F. A. Hand, Co. D. Dancing the great metropolis. Wm. Power Elliott, Master, U. 8. Navy, a son. 
the military ceremonies. I have the honor to be, Colonel, 
Co, K, 1st regiment, Connecticut, will hold their third an- Very respectfully, your obedient servant, MARRIED. 
oual concert and rinki y, at their armory, Hartford, on J. A. Wriirams, Colonel A. A. G. Barpwm—T AtC N,N. ¥., J 
Monday, Feb. 7. of the 9th New York Band, will —— We. H Bau OED rawe anvary 13, Lieut. 
be the Saatent y hor oag Cmcutar 8, Derr. Texas, Jan. 12, 1881. M. Ba.pwin, of Fort Meade, D.T., to Sout B. TOWNSEND. 
Tax apnual military levee of the National Lancers, Bos-| The following are announced as the best shots in the De- | qyecn ee nS Gedewner hy Tetmentey, 3. Leonard, "Pav ine 


rgeo! " 
daughter of the late Hon. Edmund Rhett, of Beaufort. 


Scott—DENNY.—On the evening o’ November 234, at the U. 8, 
Consulate General, Shanghai, China, by he Rev. W. S. Holt, Mr, 
‘ds. 


spector CuaRLes Henny Evpriver to K. Genevieve Repri.p, 


Kippek—Ruetr.—At Beaufort, 8. C., Jan. 25, by the Rev. J. 


n B. H. Kipper, U. S. Navy, to Mary W., 


No cards’ 


. Navy, to Miss F. W. Danny. No car 





DIED. 


Bascom.—At 374 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, O., Jan. 23, 1881, 
Carris C., the wife of Major G. M. Bascom 


» U. 8. A., Captain 


Mass., will be heid at their armory, Bulfinch street, on | partment of Texas, as shown by the co y target reports 
Wednesda , Feb. 9. received for the month of November, 788): both of Brook!yn. 
— Baio. Gen. Joun W. Sturtevant, Inspector General, is | Range. Per ct. 
directed to make the annual armory inspection of the | Y: Name. Co. ae. of score. | Kershaw, Su 
N. H. N. G. as required by chapter 3, section 23, Revised | 800........ Priv. Joseph Matthews. . I 22dInf.. 45.00 
Militia Law. ‘ scans Sergt. Henry Holmes... C 22dInf. 51.00 
— Con. Ricnarp Voss, commanding 71st, has received the | 600........ Corpl. Noah Ray......... I 22dInf.. 62.00 
communication from Major Behan, of New | 500........ Priv. Granville ici: H 8th Cav.. 69.00] B. O. Scort, U. 
See Sergt. Charles Klein...... G 22dInf.. 83.00 
Heapquartens, Frast Division iéessese — D. Mason.......... C 24th Inf.. 78.00 
Lovuistana State Nationa GuaRD, Mi cceaces st Sgt. Patrick Drennan.. L 8th Cav.. my - 
New Jan. 22, 1881. Es hanendie Priv Peter McHugh...... I 8th Cav. 
Coronet : I am directed by Major General W. J. Behan,| Nors.—Only two com 10th Cav., three of ist Int, 18th Infaniry. 


commanding this division, in bebalf of the officers and men 


and one of 24th Inf., 


practice during the month. 














Hount.—At Fort Leavenworth, Feb. 2, Lieut. Col. Faanxuin Ee 


of his command, to extend to your regiment an invitation to Hunt, late Deputy Paymaster General. 
visit our city = pate in the rm of the ap-| Horsrorp’s Acid Puospaate should be used when| Lawson.—At Fort Fred. Steele, Wyo., Jan.'30, Captain Josera 
waasine tot ‘ebruary and Mardi Gras. you are nervons and cannot sleep. Lawson, 3d U. 8. Cavalry. 











. ’ . 
Prince’s Improved Fountain Pen 
cap THE HANDLE CONTAINS THE ned 
As now improved the most perfect mar 
factured. Writes ten hours with one filling. 
Saves ove third the time. 

ONtaL.—“I have been using Prince's 
Fountain Pen fr more than a year, and wonder 
how I ever along without one. To make sure 
of aways having one with me I bave jus: pur- 
chased two more.”--General F. A. STARRING, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Can be sent by mail in a yaa letter. Send 
for circulars. Marcufactured on JOHN 8. 
PURDY, 212 Broadway, cor. Fulton t., N. ¥. 


N. Y. and Cuba Mail S. S. Line. 


FROM PIER NO. 16 EAST RIVER AT 3 P.M 
ONLY WEEKLY LINE OF AMERICAN 
STEAMERS. 


The following magnificent Iron Steamers, built 
er this Line and fitted with all _ im- 
provements of the age, will sail as follows 





FOR HAVANA. 
8. 8. NIAGARA............ Thursday, Febr’y 10 
8. 8. NEWPORT.... ...... Thureday, Febr’y 17 
8. 8. SARATOVA.......... Thursday, Febr'y 24 


FOR 8T. IAGO AND OLENFUEGOS. 


8. 8. SANTIAGO....... . .Tuesdsy, February 1 
JAMES E. WARD & CO., No. 113 Wall st. 


ool TODD & BARD, 


PEN 


Pencils, Holders, Cases, 4c. 
180 BROADWAY, NEW YORE. 
Send for Price-List. 











R. H. MACY & C0. 


14th Street and Sixth Avenue, 


New York. 
ALL ARTICLES FIRST CLASS. 
OUR STOCKS ARE LARGER 


Prices Lower ‘than Any Other 
House. 


SPECIAL BARGAINS IN 
Hamburg Embroideries, 
Linen Damasks, Napkins, 
Towels, Lace Curtains, etc. 


FINE ASSORTMENT OF 


HOSIERY 


Worsteds, Laces, Gloves, 
Black Silks, and Black Dress Goods. 


Orders by mail promptly and carefully filled. 


R. H. MACY & CO 
THE BELMONTYLE OIL 


Prevents Rust, Tarnish, &c. 
on Fire Arms, Machinery, Tools, Cutlery, Safes 
Saws, Skates, Stoves, Hardware, &c., witbout in 
jary io th to the 1 gy “= use over 10 years. Highest 

Samples , dT three for $1.00 
oo ef expressage. Send for Circuiar. 
Belmontyle Oil Co., 





sent 








EVERY SOLDIER AND SAILOR 
- NEEDS ONE. 
The Pipe can be filled in a 
 10ment, in camp. on the march, 
or on sbip, in daylight or in 
darkness. wthout wasting a 
part cle of Tobacco. 
No. 1, $1.00, Russia Leather. 
No. 2, $2.00, Velvet. complete 
with brier wood pi pe. Sent 
free by mail oa receipt of 
price. Liberal discounts to 
sutlers & dealers. Eton Mfg Co., 687 B’dway,N.Y. 


MARCUS WARD & 6€0., 
611 & 6183 CHESTNUT STREET, 


PHILADELPHIA. 














Valentines. 
A Full Assortment of Valentines are 
now arriving. Some of the designs are 
very beautiful and artistic. 
Prices ranging from 5c. to $2.00. 
POST TRADERS SUPPLIED AT 
WHOLESALE RATES. 





ALLAN RUTHERFORD, 


(Late Third Auditor U. S. Treasury, laie Captain 
U. vo 4 Co onel of Volunteers), 
ATTORNEY A , Soar OR AT LAW 

(Corcoran Building) F. and yee Streets, 

Washington. D. C. 

Having been Third rd Auditor U. "8. Treasn mry for 

eix years, I am thoroug' e familiar with the 

course of business before the Executive Depart 





SOLE MAKUPACTURERS, ments at Washington. Special attention given to 
HOTELS. 150 FRONT STREET, NEW YORK Res na \Oficers” Accounte, Claims for 
Send one, two, k , OF five dol- sion an 7 y. aims o ‘ontractors, an 
NEW YC YORK. lars for a simple retail box, by ex- pero caw Ea. a are & at 
rye. ge ae —_ at uP pe. ay serieuly |! to the Hon. Samuel F. *, Phillipe, Solicitor-General, 
Ajpqm: wa stioge! New York City. pure. Refers ioallg ddress Wasbington. D. C.: Hon. James Gilfillan, Trea- 
surer of the U. S., Washington, D. C.; General O. 
H B Fifth Ave. and 27tt o- Fa: 2 None? Ststh Audit OFA = ML. McGrew, 
le to! 
gag RAL hd, CR ll 78 MADISON a Gubtes tone: CHICAGO. semend 
n io Broadway, Ove, Sit Street, | JOHIN EKARLE & CO. 
er ork wathin one ToOfficers of the Army 


of Army and 
Navy Clab. Henry Milford ord Smatt h, Propr. 


Slophar Merely, Tes. Re 
Seiad racers ate. 


a oy 








Army and Navy Tailors, 


‘Two aoors above the “ Old South, ’ 
No. 380 WASHINGTON STREET, 
BOSTON, MASS. 








and ) beans 
a gee $8 8) pe dy. on" Beropeas 


THE WEST POINT HOTEL,” 


The ONLY HOTEL on the MILITARY 
Open Throughout the Year. 
ALBERT H. CRANBEY, Proprietor. 


Trentoue: 2iciin Ropes” "7 


CANADA. 
The Arlington, Cobourg, Ontario, Canada. 
The Hotel is quiet and comfortable—the climat: 


perfect. Charges from $8 to $12 per week. 
Children and Misses $5 per week. 














WASHINCTON. 


THE EBBITT: 


WASHINGTON. D. 0. 


FRITSCH & CRIEB, 


ARMY AND WAVY TAILORS 


No.. 1518 Cuestwur Sreeer, Para. 


We are making a VERY 
large Reduction in our rate 
of discount for Cashing Offi- 
cers’ Pay. Send for statements. 
Naval Allotments Purchased. 
Interest paid on deposits. 

J. H. SQUIER & “ _ 
ashington, D 


JENNINGS’ Sana’ DEPOT 


ALFRED PROPRIETOR 


JEANICS’ WATER CLUatI 


SINKS.URINALS & WASH- BASINS A 


-- OC) F 


PATENTED IMPROVED TESTED 


Le ed ee es ugh 'so 


NEW YORK 














Livingston’s Perfection 


TOMATO. 


of and is sape- 
atoes. 


farmer. 
HENRY A. nme seeeed 


714 Chestnut 8t., Philadelphia. 








FOR 1881 IS AN ELEGANT BOOK OF 1% 
AGES, ONE COLORED FLOWER PLATE, 
and 600 ILLUSTRATI: NS, with Descriptions of 
the best Flowers and Vegetable s. and Directions 
forgrowing. Only 10cts. In English or German. 

If you afterwards order seeds deduct the 10 cents. 

VICK’S SEEDS are the best in the world. The 
Fiorau Guipk will tell how to get and grow them. 
VICK'S FLOWER AND VEGETABLE GAR- 

DEN, 175 Pages, 6 Colored Plates, '00 Engrav- 

ings. For 50 cents in paper covers ; $1.00 in ele 
gantcloth. In German or English. 

VICK’S ILLUSTRATED MONTHLY MAGA- 
ZINE—382 Pager, a Colored Plate in every nu™ber 
and many fine Engravings. Price $1.25 a year; 
Five Copies for $5.00 Specimen Numbers sent 
for 10 cents; 3 trial copies Vor 25 cente. 

Address, JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y. 


DO YOUR OWN PRINTING 


Presses and outfits from $3 t 
Over 2,000 styles of type. Catalogue S 
reduced price list free. 


H. HOOVER, Phila., Pa 













F. J. HELBERGER, 


Army & Navy Merchant Tailor, 


685 15TH ST., opposite U. 8. Treasury 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


J. BR. ACKERMAN, 
MERCHANT TAILOR, 
No. 712 BROADWAY, 


New York. 











INSTRUCTION. 


HARCOURT PLACE ACADEMY 

Gamoerer, Knox Co., Oxo. 

A Private Boarding School for Boys of All Ages. 
Trinity Term begins Wednesday. Bert. 1, 1880 

For inf and circulars, ress the Prin 

cipal, INO. D. i MoKINLY, AM. 


Sit ee ve Ft. Monroe, Va. 
“Philadelphia, 





8. A. Schuylkill Ars., 





yauir SCHOOL FOR yogme LADIES, 


W. Bocgzz, who refers to.Gens, C. 
GW Back who refered Gene, 6. CA U. 





W Sic Te VIR BN, Cae Tar 


W. L. Warr, Teacher of Guitar, Flute, ome 
Agt.for Tilton Pat.Guitar,the best in us 


Dealer in Musical Inetruments, Mt ~ 


__ tings. Cata.ogues free. 14 Tremo 
New Guitar Music enery oer 


BOOKS 
RELATING TO 


Practical Science; 


kmbracing Works on Civil, Mechanical, Military 
and Naval Engineering. Descriptive Catalogu 
eent free on application. 


E. & F.N. Spon, 446 Broome St., N.Y 
ARTISTIC WOOD 


“MANTELS, 


CABINET, PIER, AND MANTEL MIRROES. 
Open Fire-places for Wood or Coal, in Bron-é 











Col. H. OC. SYMONDS, Principal, Sing Sin 





ARMY, NAVY, AND CIVILIAN CLOTHING | X ¥ 






Tiles, Nickel, Brass, eto. 
T. B. STEWART & 00... 75 and 77 W. 280 8t. N.Y 
= 
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At Cold Spring, on the Hudson, (Opposite West Point.) 


jeut, 
END. 


the 


nL, PAULDING, KEMBLE & CO., Proprietors. 


i ORDNANCE AND APPURTENANCES OF EVERY DESCRIPTIO 


For Field, Fortification, and Naval Purposes. Projectiles, Cun Carriages, &c., &o. 


SOLE ESTABLISHMENT IN THE UNITED STATES PREPARED TO MAKE COILED AND WELDED WROUGHT IRON CANNON 
AND GUN BARRELS. 








BREECH-LOADING RIFLED CANNON FOR NAVAL USE. 
Works at Cold Spring, on the Hudson. Office, 30 Broadway, New Yor _ 











THE SOUTH BOSTON IRON COMPANY, 


INCORPORATED IN 182%, 





Formerly CYRUS ALGER & CO,, 


LATE, 
tions of ESTABLISHED 1808, 


rections 
jerman. 
0 cents. 
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MANUFACTURERS OF ORDNANCE AND WAR MATERIAL. 
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NEW 


—NOW READY. ORDERS BY MAIL PROMPTLY FILLED. 


RECULATION 







ARMY HELMET 


BENT_& BUSH, 








Manufacturers and Contractors. 





887 WASHINGTON STREET, eS 


Boston, Mass 




















THe NEW RECULATION ARMY HELMETS 


HAVE BEEN ADOPTED FROM PATTERNS DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


HENRY V 


ALLIEN * COQO., | 











7 BOND STREET, NEW YORK, : 
Manufacturers ard Importers of Military Goods. ‘ 








ESTABLISHED 18165. 


HORSTMANN BROS. & CO., 
FISTH & CHERRY STS., PHILADELPHIA. 
MANUFACTURERS OF THE 


NEW REGULATION Cork AND 
Felt Helmets. 


J. H. WILSON, 


MILITARY AND NAVAL 
1106 Chestnut Street _.FURN ROuER, 
Swords, Belts, Helmets, Chapeaux, Hats, Caps, Embroideries. 
SuLz AGENT AND MANUFACTURER oF McKerver’s Patent CarTripgE Box. 


ESTABLISHED 18338, 








ESTABLISHED 1847 i 


BAKER & M°KENNEY, | 


141 GRAND STRERT, NEW YORK. 
MANUFACTURERS OF THE New Regulation 


CORK and FELT HELMETS, i 


FOR THE ARMY, 
Bots 


ational Guard of the various States, pn. hon 


MILITARY GOODS 
NAVY, AND NATIONAL GUARD. 


Shoulder Knots and Shoulder Straps, Fati and all kinds of Equipments for the 
and made to order at short notice 





EQUIPMENTS 
ae - Shoulder 


SHANNON, MILLER & CRANE, 
No. 46 Maiden Lane, New York, 


CORK and FELT HELMETS, 


MILITARY GOoDS 
FOR OFFivcKKS OF ARMY NAVY, ans NATIONAL GUARD. 
Straps, ~ay oly and Caps, etc. 
1ers and Fi:gs Gold and Silver Trimmiags, Laces, Frin wes, etc. 





WARNOCK & CoO. 
~ HECMET, 


ARMY AND NAVY EQUIPMENTS, 


Dress Hats, Helmets, Chapeaux, Swords 
CaP8, AND SHOULDER STRAPS.’ 


NEW 


519 BROADWAY, 


Belts, Knots, 
N.Y. CITY. 


HATFIELD AND 
ARMY AND NAVY TAILORS, 


832 BROADWAY, 
Norsz ro Orricers.—The individual members of the firm cut all garments. No 
cutter in this or any other city was ever emp.oyed by us. 


SONS, 


NEW YORK. 


— 





THE ORIGINAL DiSTIN 


Made by BOOSEY & CO 


Agents for the U United Biaies. Full Price List on appli 





F 
“ Knickerbocker” 


BAND INSTRUMENTS, 


POND & CO., 25 Union we New York, Sob ‘ 





REDRICK S’” 
Family Portrait Callery, 


No. 770 BROADWAY, Corner 9th Street, New York. 
:86 Per Dozen. 





THOMAS MILLER & SONS, 


112% Broadway, New York, 
(Cor. 25th Street,) 


PAJAMAS, 


MEN’S FURNISHING GOODS, SHIRTS, &c. 


Military Cloves. 
GOODS SENT . fl MAIL OR xy -~ 
Our new Desrri ve Catalogue, . 
mailed free on - 





BRUNDICE. 


FISH SETS, GAME 8 
DINNER, 12h, Ap TOILE!’ SETS. — 
TAS / aaa CUT AND PLAIN. 
FANCY GvOds, Et ETC. 


ES, TEAS, CO¥FEEs, ETC. 


880 AND 882 BROADWAY. 





Osgood's | $ Patent Cartridge Shell: 


Suaieas et 


essere CY, and 


The we tage ney, Biicain Banh) ook Co., 
and prices address CAPT. J. 


be ore es @ Sete | ees 











BOYLAN & COQ., 


135 GRAND STREET NEW YORK CITY.: 


MILITARY CLOTHIERS, 


Army <p and National Guard. 
Band and Police Uniforms a Specialty. 


PARTICULAR ATTENTION GIVEN TO OFFICERS’ UNIFORMS, ARMY 
NAVY AND NATIONAL GUARD. 
Contractors for the States of New York, Mass., Conn., New Jersey and Michigan. 


F. J. KALDENBERC, 


Manufacturer of Fine Meerschaum Pipes and Cigar Holders, 
Amber enet snoush pisses, Stems, Holders, &c. MONOGRAMS, — 
no, PHOTOGRAPH CRESTS. AND SPECIAL DESIGNS 

workmen engaged 








MADE TO ORDER’ Pee 7 x 
for that purpose only. P oe Elem, B.— 
matter how imuch or Le hot it is Bye Py no 


1816; Pures ~ gy Only lor of American Mi Goods. 
Lists and Circalarr. P.O. BUX 91. Store & Factory, New No. 125 FULTON st. 
Through to 44 Ann, 8 doors east of Nassau St., New York, Formerly at Nos. 4 and 6 John &t. 
Mildest, Richest, Smoothest Smoking 


JUST OUT CIGARETTE evzz woz. 
sure to Please. NEW VANITY FAIR ‘otstprise meses: 


8 ist Prize Medals. 
Peerless Tobacco Works. 


DIAMONDS fornert semrra 


BURNETT & SMITH, 
Waltham Watches, Rich Jewelry. 58 Broadway, New York City, 
BENEDICT BROTHERS, 


Transact all classes of Financial Business 
Only Store, 171 Broadway, 
































LADIES, MAKE YOUR OWN 


TURKISH RUCS 


By drawing in Rags, Yarrs, etc,, into one of otf 
omoes Burlap Pa terns iu Turkish, Floral, and 
Animal Designs. aud fascinating work. 
fenee sample, with t ook and ful: directions s: nt 

by mail, postage paid, on receipt of $1. Small 
sample of work seut with cach order. Send for 
circular, mailed f ee. 

GEO. F EDWARDS, 839 Sixth Ave., N. Y. 
$4 Just the thing for use at Milltary Posts 





JAMES C. DIMOND’S 
architectural Iron Works 
(EsTaB.isHED 1852.) 
fee. 209 and 211 W. Ly = third St., New York, 


mfacturers of Iron Store Fronts, Columne, 
“Sean bene. res Skylights, Gratings, 
Vault and Area Lights, 


and Iron Work in general. 
American Cast Iron, Chilled Faced, Regulation 


Creedmoor : aaa 
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The Complete Apparat 

with SINGLE LENS, $24 

“ DovusBLE ACHRO- qua 
MaTIC, 
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